“All the prophets testify of Him,
that ’dmrough His name
everyone who believes in Him

recelves fovgiveness of sins.”

Acts10:43 N1V

When the Lord speaks to a Roman Centurion named Cornelius in a vision, He also speaks to Peter in
another vision. Cornelius sends men to Peter house, and Peter accompanies them to see Cornelius and
tells him about Jesus Christ. Cornelius and his household believe and receive the Holy Spirit.

When Peter explains these events to the believers in Jerusalem, they rejoice that God offered salvation to
the Gentiles.

The gospel continues to spread even further and the church in Jerusalem sends Barnabas to Antioch.
Barnabas in turn finds Saul and brings him to help with the ministry there.
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Acts 10-11

Day 1

Cornelius and Peter’s Visions. Read Acts 10:1-20

. List what you learn about Cornelius from 10:1-2.

e As a Roman with a polytheistic background, how do you think he became a man who feared
the one true God?

FYI: “Caesarea was the capital of the Roman occupation of Israel. It was a military town. It’'s right
on the coast, thirty-one miles north of Joppa. It's important to know that the Jews hate Caesarea.
They called it the daughter of Edom, a place of ungodliness, that is a symbolic name for Rome.
Cornelius is a captain of the occupying Roman army. As a centurion, he would have commanded
about a hundred Roman soldiers...and he would have been paid as much as five times more than
an ordinary soldier. So he’s a wealthy and influential man. Jews, however, surely resented him”
(Merida 2017, 146).

“Cornelius was in the category of what the Jews called God-fearers (one who feared God). These
were Gentiles who loved the God of Israel and were sympathetic to and supportive of the Jewish
faith. Yet they stopped short of becoming full Jews in lifestyle and in circumcision” (Guzik 2023).

. How did the Lord appear to Cornelius and how did He regard his gifts and prayers (10:3-6)?
Compare Psalm 34:15.

¢ What adjectives would you use to describe Cornelius’s response to the Lord’s directions
(10:5-7)?

FYI: Memorial (10:4) “G3422 mnemosunon; “a reminder, record” (Strong 2009, 1649).
“That which keeps alive the memory of someone or something” (Vine 1985, 402).

“While these actions were not capable of earning salvation, his sincere acceptance and practice of
the limited spiritual light that he had received resulted in God sending more light to him” (Morris1995,

1194).
3l How did the Lord speak to Peter (10:9-10)?

e What vision and command was he given (10:11-13)?

4. Why did Peter refuse to eat the animals in his vision (10:14)? What kind of animals might these
have been? See Leviticus 11.
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5. Although there are some health reasons for not eating certain meats, what reason is given in
Leviticus 20:22—-26 for this separation?

FYI: “Ultimately, God’s distinction between clean and unclean animals was about more than one’s
diet. Many of God’s regulations were to remind His people, Israel, that they were set apart to worship
the one, true God.” (Got Questions “What made some animals clean and others unclean (Genesis
7)?"  https://www.gotquestions.org/animals-clean-unclean.html).

“This does not mean that the Jew should regard Gentiles as their enemies and despise them or have
no dealings with them, It did mean that they were not to emulate the mode of living of the Gentiles
and in this respect God had made the separation between them, and every faithful Israelite knew
this and obeyed the Lord’s rules” (Allen 1990, 93).

; . ) Digging Deeper
6. Why did the Lord rebuke Peter (10:15) N e e about

food in I Timothy 4:3-5?

e Why do you think Peter had to be shown the vision three times

16)? Di i : ?
(10:16)? Did he understand what God was saying (10:17a)~ What did Jesus say about

food in Mark 7:18-19?

FYI: “It was faithfulness to the law of God that made Peter hesitate,
but he now had to learn that God’s kingdom purpose was widening
with world-wide blessing in view” (Allen 1990, 93).

“God did have His heart set on the Jews—but not because they were
greater or more righteous or more deserving than other nation. [See Deuteronomy 7:6—8] He chose
them simply to demonstrate His grace and love for the entire world. In fact, an unbiased, impartial
acceptance of all people had been His plan all along” (Swindoll 1992, G 10).

. What was interesting about the timing of Peter’s vision (10:17-18)?

o How did the Lord reassure Peter about the men coming to his house (10:19-20)? What does
God first giving a dramatic vision, followed by continued assurance say about how hard this was
for Peter to grasp?

8. How did Peter respond (10:21-23)? Although Peter was obedient to the Lord’s command (10:20),
do you think he still had misgivings? How big a step was this for him to take?

e Why do you think “some brothers from Joppa” went along with Peter to Cornelius’ house
(10:23)? See 2 Corinthians 13:1.

@3 Applying the Word: What kinds of things cause you to hesitate to reach out to other
people? Does Peter’s vision address that in any way?


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Mark+7.18-19&t=NKJV
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) In the following, mark other reasons for why Peter said no to the Lord. What did he learn?

Matthew 16:21-23 From that time on Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and
that He must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.? Peter took Him aside and began
to rebuke Him. “Far be it from You, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to You!” % But
Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me. For
you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.” NIV

John 13:5-8 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet
and dry them with the towel that was around Him. ® He came to Simon Peter, who asked Him,
“Lord, are You going to wash my feet?” ’ Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what | am
doing, but later you will understand.” ® “Never shall You wash my feet!” Peter told Him. Jesus
answered, “Unless | wash you, you have no part with Me.” NIV

Matthew 26:33—-35 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, | never will.”

¥ “Truly | tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will
disown me three times.” * But Peter declared, “Even if | have to die with you, | will never
disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same.” NIV

b) From Luke 7:1-10, what happened with another Roman who sought out Jesus?


https://biblehub.com/matthew/16-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/16-23.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/13-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/13-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/13-8.htm
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Day 2
Peter Visits Cornelius. Read Acts 10:21-48

Who had gathered at Cornelius’s house (10:24)? From 11:14, what were they expecting to hear?

Why did Peter refuse to have Cornelius kneel down in reverence to him (10:25-26)? (Compare
Revelation 22:8-9 and Acts 14:14-15.)

FYI: “He went in: This is one of the shortest, yet most important passages of this section. Peter
actually entered the house of a Gentile, something that Jewish customs and traditions strictly
prohibited. By entering a Gentile’s home, Peter showed that his heart and mind had changed, and
that he had learned the lesson of the vision of the great sheet” (Guzik 2023).

reverence/worshipped “G4352 proskuneo; (meaning to kiss...); to fawn or crouch to, i.e. (literally
or figuratively) prostrate oneself in homage (do reverence to, adore)” (Strong 2009, 1664).

What reasons did Peter give for his visit (10:28-29)? What had he come to understand about the
animals in the vision?

In response, what did Cornelius share with Peter (10:30-33a)? How would these explanations
have encouraged everyone?

¢ How open and receptive were Cornelius, his relatives, and his friends (10:33b)?

What did Peter finally understand (10:34-35)? See Deuteronomy 10:17-19.

In 10:36—38, what aspects of Jesus'’s life did Peter review in 10:36—38?

¢ What do you think “doing good” may have included? See 3 John 1:11.

What had Peter and others witnessed (10:39-41)?

e What commission had they been given (10:42)?

e Who else was a witness (10:43)? What invitation did Peter give?
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. How did the Lord show his approval of the Gentile believers (10:44)? What did the Jews think of
this?

e What was the nature of the gifts of the Holy Spirit that Cornelius and the others received
(10:46)?

FYI: “Cornelius and his household heard that ‘everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness
of sin,” and they responded in faith. No altar call! No invitation! They simply believed and were
born again on the spot!...Old conventions were being broken left and right. The day when
Cornelius and others came to faith held more than one surprise for Israel’s sons. A spiritual
continental divide had been breached” (Hughes 1996, 152).

@. How did Peter show his acceptance of these Gentile believers (10:47-48)7?

¢ What do you think happened during Peter’s stay (10:48b)?

3 Applying the Word: Has the Lord ever brought someone into your life to minister to in a
surprising way? What was the outcome?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) Underline what God had said about his plan for the nation of Israel to reach out to the Gentiles.

Genesis 12:1-3; 12 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and
your father’s household to the land | will show you.? “I will make you into a great nation,
and | will bless you; | will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.

% | will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you | will curse; and all peoples on
earth will be blessed through you.” NIV

Galatians 3:8 Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and
announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.”
NIV

Isaiah 49:6 He says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of
Jacob and bring back those of Israel | have kept. | will also make you a light for the
Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” NIV

Luke 2:30-32 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 3! which you have prepared in the
sight of all nations: ** a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people
Israel.” NIV

b) What is the only way both Jew and Gentile can be saved?

Romans 1:16-17 For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. *’ For in the
gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to
last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” NIV

Romans 3:22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who
believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile. NIV

Romans ,28-30 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of
the law. ?° Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of
Gentiles too, *° since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the
uncircumcised through that same faith. NIV

Romans 10:9-13 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. *° For it is with your heart that you
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are

saved. ' As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” ** For
there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly
blesses all who call on him, * for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.” NIV

c) What effect did God want the Gentile believers to have on the nation of Israel? See Romans
11:11-12.
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Day 3

Peter’s Tells the Jews about Cornelius. Read Acts 11:1-18

. What issues concerning Gentiles did the men in Jerusalem criticize (11:1-3)? Compare Peter’s
words in 10:28a. See how Jesus was criticized in Matthew 9:10-11.

2. Why would eating with Gentiles be an issue? See Leviticus 11:47.

¢ Why would circumcision be an issue? See Genesis 17:10-14.

FYI: “Association with Gentiles was not forbidden by the Mosaic law, but because Gentiles did not
live by the ceremonial laws of cleanness, the Jews avoided all such contact with the Gentile world”
(Jensen 1984, 75).

3. Why would presenting an orderly account (11:4) of what happened be an important and effective
thing to do? What if Peter had just presented an emotional plea?

. In relating the sequence of events, to whom did Peter give credit for the revelations and
understanding that he and Cornelius had received?

e 11:7,9 “a voice from heaven’

o 11:12
e 11:13
e 11:15
e 11:16

. What conclusion did Peter come to (11:17)? How does that compare to his previous stands (4:19;
5:29)?

6. How did the men respond (11:18)?

o What does the fact that they “had no further objections/quieted down/became silent” say
about the atmosphere at the start?
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3 Applying the Word: What does the story of Cornelius reveal to you about the extent of
God’s mercy, love, and pursuit of all men?

E_xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) How did Peter struggle with these issues later (Galatians 2:11-13)? What does that say about
the stronghold that our upbringing, old habits, and beliefs have on us?

b) How did Paul react and correct Peter (Galatians 2:14—-21)?
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Day 4
Barnabas and Saul in Antioch. Read Acts 11:19-30

. How far was the gospel spreading and why (11:19)?

o What were some of the scattered believers doing and how did the Lord respond to the
ministry of these men (11:20-21)? What were they preaching?

FYI: “These unnamed Jews from the island of Cyprus and Cyrene (in North Africa)—with no
official direction, no human instruction, no precedent to follow, nothing but a burning love for
Christ—took the message to Antioch without realizing the revolutionary greatness of their act.
They were the first believers to bring the explosive light of Christianity into the midnight of
paganism. Antioch was evangelized not by apostles but by average members of Christ’s Body
who were willing to share their faith” (Hughes 1996, 159).

“Peter had preached to Cornelius, a Gentile, but no one—as far as we can tell from the history
Scripture records—had acted strategically and intentionally to preach to the Gentiles up to this
point” (Merida 2017, 157).

2. How did the church at Jerusalem respond to this ministry (11:22)? (Compare 8:14) What
concerns may they have had?

. Why did Barnabas rejoice about the believers in Antioch 11:23a? What attributes do you think
he saw in their lives?

e What did he encourage them to do (11:23b)? Compare different translations. How would
you put that in your own words?

e List the qualities that made Barnabas a good choice as a representative (11:24). See also
4:36.

. What other effort did Barnabas undertake for the church at Antioch (11:25-26)?

FYI: look for (11:25) “G327 anazeteo to search out:—seek” (Strong 2009, 1603).
"to seek carefully; used of searching for human beings, difficulty in the effort being implied (Luke
2:33)” (Vine 1985, 558).

“We have seen Barnabas’ goodness expressed in his generosity to the church (4:36-37) and in his
sticking his neck out to commend Paul to the apostles (9:27). But here we find something even
more beautiful because Barnabas would soon yield his preeminence to Paul” (Hughes 1996, 161).
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5. What name were believers in Antioch given (11:26b)? What do you think this says about their
witness?

FYI: “During the first Christian century, [Antioch] was, after Rome and Alexandria, the third largest
city in the empire, having a population of more than 500,000...Antioch was a melting pot of
Western and Eastern cultures, where Greek and Roman traditions mingled with Semitic, Arab, and
Persian influences. The Jewish population is estimated to have been about one—seventh of the
total population. The city was not only known for its sophistication and culture but also for its vices.
The beautiful pleasure park of Daphne was a center for moral depravity of every kind...

In Christian history, apart from Jerusalem, no other city of the Roman Empire played as
large a part in the early life and fortunes of the church as Antioch of Syria. It was the birthplace of
foreign missions (13:2) and the home base for Paul's outreach to the eastern half of the empire”
(Gaebelein 1981, 399).

6. From Acts 9:27-29, what reasons do you see for why Barnabas chose Saul to minister with
him?

¢ Where had Saul been for (probably) eight to ten years (9:30)?

7. What did Agabus predict (11:28)?

¢ How did the believers in Antioch respond (11:29-30)? List the phrases that describe how
the people gave. What does this say about their love for others and the trust the people
had in Barnabas and Saul?

FYI: “Before the New Testament was written, the Spirit endowed certain men with the gift of
prophecy, providing Spirit—inspired teachings to help in the guidance of the early church” (Morris
1995, 1197).

“This famine would be the result of the flooding of the Nile River in AD 45. The harvest of Egypt,
breadbasket of the region, was damaged greatly by the flood. This sent grain prices skyrocketing
throughout the Roman world for years, including in Judea (Witherington Ill, Acts of the Apostles,
368)" (Merida 2017, 163).

“They gave according to the ability of their resources; those who had more gave more, probably
referencing a proportional giving. It also means that they gave according to the ability of their
faith, trusting that their gift to God’s work was a worthy investment in His kingdom, and not a loss”
(Guzik 2023).

3 Applying the Word: What attributes of Barnabas do you admire the most? Can you think of
a way you could display that attitude/action?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) See the map: “The Beginning of Saul’s Ministry” https://ibiblemaps.com/beginning—
sauls—ministry/

b) Underline what is associated with the “Lord’s hand” in the following.

e |saiah 41:10 “So do not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, for | am your God. | will
strengthen you and help you; | will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” NIV

o Psalm 136:12 “With a mighty hand and outstretched arm; His love endures forever.” NIV

o Isaiah 64:8 “Yet you, Lord, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all
the work of your hand.” NIV

e Job 12:10 “In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind.” NIV
e Psalm 145:16 “You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.” NIV

e Isaiah 41:13 For | am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you,
Do not fear; | will help you. NIV

e John 10:28 | give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them
out of my hand. NASB

e Psalm 37:23-24 The Lord makes firm the steps of the one who delights in him; * though
he may stumble, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. NIV

c) What did Paul later write about giving in 2 Corinthians 8:13-14; 9:12?

EQ Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small—
group discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your heart?


https://ibiblemaps.com/beginning-sauls-ministry/
https://ibiblemaps.com/beginning-sauls-ministry/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+41%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10%3A28&version=ESV

