“But the word of God

continued to spread and ﬂowfish.”

Acts 13:5 NIV

As the gospel spreads, King Herod begins to persecute believers in Jerusalem. He murders James and
imprisons Peter. An angel of the Lord miraculously delivers Peter from prison.

During a trip to Caesarea, King Herod delivers a public address to the people. When they flatter him by
calling him a god, Herod does not give praise to the Lord and an angel strikes him down and he dies.

Back in Antioch, the Holy Spirit directs leaders of the church to commission Barnabas and Saul for missionary
work. Barnabas and Saul sail to the island of Cyprus and travel throughout the island. In Paphos they
confront a Jewish sorcerer who is struck with blindness for his unbelief.

When Barnabas and Paul continue their missionary journey, John leaves and returns to Jerusalem.
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Acts 12:1-13:14

Day 1
King Herod Persecutes the Church. Read Acts 12:1-11

. What actions did King Herod take against believers (12:1-3)? How do you think believers felt
after the first of Jesus’s 12 disciples was martyred?

e Who approved of his actions (12:3)? What does this say about the animosity between
believing and unbelieving Jews?

FYI: “Four generations of the Herod family are mentioned in the Bible. Each leader left his evil
mark. Herod the Great murdered Bethlehem’s children; Herod Antipas was involved in Jesus’ trial
and John the Baptist’'s execution; Herod Agrippa | murdered the apostle James and Herod Agrippa Il
was one of Paul’s judges” (Life Application Study Bible 1996, 1717).

James (12:2) “Son of Zebedee and brother of John, not to be confused with James...brother of Jesus
and author of the book of James, who became a leader in the Jerusalem church. This James, along
with Peter and John, was a member of the innermost circle of Jesus” (Merida 2017, 170).

“Herod Agrippa was an Idumean and was anxious to placate his Jewish subjects while retaining
the favour of the Romans. So he built theatres and held games for the Romans and Greeks and
murdered Christians to please the Jewas“ (Allen 1990, 106).

. What extra precautions did Herod take with Peter (12:4)? What might have been the motivation
for this? See Acts 5:18-19.

e Why did he wait to convict Peter (12:4)? What do you think Herod was intending to do to
Peter?

¢ What might Peter have been expecting (John 21:18-19)?

FYI: “It was Passover season. It was time for the Jews’ annual celebration of the exodus, when God
freed His people from Egyptian tyranny. During this time neither trials nor the carrying out of
sentences was permitted” (Merida 2017, 170).

3. How did believers react to these events (12:5b)? What contrast does the word “but” make?

e How would you evaluate the power of believers versus the political system?

FYI: earnestly/fervently (12:5) “ektenos (1619), (ek, ‘out,” teino, ‘to stretch’; Eng., ‘tension,’ etc.),
‘earnestly...without ceasing’...The idea suggested is that of not relaxing in effort, or acting in a
right spirit” (Vine 1985, 190),
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. What made Peter’s escape from jail seemingly impossible (12:6)?

. What instructions did the angel give Peter in 12:7-8? How would you describe the state Peter
was in? What does Peter’s sleeping so soundly the night before his trial indicate?

¢ How did Peter interpret these events (12:9)

e List the miracles you see in 12:7-10.

FYI: opened by itself/ of its own accord “G844, automatos;...self-moved [‘automatic’], i.e.
spontaneous:—of own accord, of self’ (Strong 2009, 1611).

“When every other gate is shut and locked, the gate to heaven is wide open” (Guzik 2023).

“James was martyred (Acts 12:1-2) and Peter was rescued. The reasons God does such things, or
does not do them, are often known only to Him. We do know that James, having graduated to glory,
did not consider himself a loser in any way. Simply, it wasn’t time for Peter to go to his heavenly
home yet. Until it was time, he was invulnerable. He couldn’t be harmed. It was time for James; it
was not time for Peter” (Guzik 2023).

3 Applying the Word: Chuck Swindoll wrote, “In our lives, there is not a lock that God can’t

pick. We may feel caged up in the past, in our own fears, or in destructive habits, but God is
more powerful than any prison bars, real or internal. Nothing is impossible for Him.”

What “prison bars” are you facing? How have you prayed about them? How do you think
God regards those obstacles in your life?


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+12.1-2&t=NKJV

Acts 12:1-13:14 4
[ xtra Digging DecPcr Qucstions
Articles:

a) Got Questions: “Who are the various Herods mentioned in the Bible?”
https://www.gotquestions.org/Herods.html

b) Bible Gateway: “Who was Herod?” https://www.biblegateway.com/blog/2017/12/who—was—
herod/
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Day 2
Herod’s Death. Read Acts 12:12-24

. Where did Peter go (12:12)? What were the believers doing in the middle of the night?

¢ How did people react to seeing Peter (12:13-16)? Why do you think the people were so
surprised even though they had been praying for Peter? Compare Luke 24:11.

FYI: “Their prayer was earnest (Acts 12:5), but their faith was not overwhelming” (Guzik 2023).

“Does anything look more ridiculous to oppressors than a ragtag, harried group of believers
praying for God’s help in the midst of oppressive darkness...What fools they were, their
opponents thought, to pray about the situation, After all Herod’s power was irresistible. The axe
had fallen once, and it would fall on the helpless neck of another of their leaders. Who were
God'’s people to dare to believe anyone or anything could help them now?...

No one was prepared for the display of power that was soon to come.,.Those ragtag, beleaguered
Christians possessed greater power than Herod’s hordes! The legions of Rome barred the door,
but it only took one of God’s secret agents to liberate the captive!” (Hughes 1996, 165-167).

. What did Peter ask them to do (12:17)? Most likely, who was this James? See Matthew 13:55.
(See also Galatians 1:19; 2:9; Acts 21:17-19.)

¢ What action did Peter take (12:17b)? See Jesus’ advice in Matthew 10:23a. What does this
say about the pressure the apostles were under at this point?

. How did the soldiers feel about what happened (2:18)? What actions did Herod take? How do
you picture the scene back at the prison?

e How upset was Herod (12:19)7?

FYI: “The execution of the guards was customary; in that day, if a guard's prisoner escaped, the
guard was given the penalty due to the prisoner — in this case, death” (Guzik 2023).

4. What measures did the people of Tyre and Sidon take to try to make peace with Herod (12:20)?
Apparently, how had he punished them? What picture does this give of the rule of these
politically appointed rulers at that time?

¢ What else did the people do to try to find favor with Herod (12:22)?


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+12.5&t=NKJV
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. Why and how did the Lord strike Herod (12:23)? Contrast Acts 10:25-26; 14:11-15).

¢ Why do you think the Lord acted so quickly and dramatically in this instance?

FYI: “In writing to the Roman world, the ancient Jewish historian Josephus also described the
death of Herod in gory detail. ‘He put on a garment made wholly of silver, and of a contexture
truly wonderful, and came into the theatre early in the morning; at which time the silver of his
garment, being illuminated by the fresh reflection of the sun’s rays upon it, shone out after a
surprising manner, and was so resplendent as to spread a horror over those that looked intently
upon him; and presently his flatterers cried out, one from one place, and another from another
(though not for his good), that he was a god...A severe pain also arose in his belly, and began in
a most violent manner.” (Antiquities, XI1X.8.2)” (Guzik 2023).

3 Applying the Word: What powers of this world feel overwhelming to you? How does this
story encourage you? (See 1 Peter 3:22 and Ephesians 1:20-22.)

What contrasts do you see between Herod’s earthly power and God’s power?
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[ xtra Digging DecPcr Qucstions

a) Record information from 12:24 on the chart, “The Word of the Lord Spreads.”

b) How did the Lord deal with another King who did not acknowledge Him (Daniel 4:28-32)?

c) Underline the phrases that describe the weapons we have to fight the darkness of this world.

1 Thessalonians 5:8 But since we belong to the day, let us be self—controlled, putting on
faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. NIV

2 Corinthians 6:4—7 Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way >in

beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; ®in
purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; ’ in
truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand
and in the left. NIV

Ephesians 6:11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the
devil’'s schemes. NIV

Romans 13:12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the
deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. NIV

d) Underline the ways we should fight the darkness of this world.

Matthew 5:14-16 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be

hidden. *° Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. * In the same way, let your light shine
before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. NIV

Romans 12:17-21 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes
of everyone. *® If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. *° Do
not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine
to avenge; | will repay,” says the Lord. ?° On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his
head.” #* Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. NIV

Ephesians 5:8-11 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as
children of light ° (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and

truth) '° and find out what pleases the Lord. ** Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of
darkness, but rather expose them. NIV

Philippians 2:14-16 Do everything without grumbling or arguing,*® so that you may become
blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.”
Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky *° as you hold firmly to the word of life.
And then | will be able to boast on the day of Christ that | did not run or labor in vain. NIV

1 Peter 2:11-12 Dear friends, | urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful
desires, which wage war against your soul. *? Live such good lives among the pagans that,
though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on
the day he visits us. NIV
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Day 3
Paul’'s First Missionary Trip. Read Acts 12:25 —13:12

. Who joined Barnabas and Saul when they returned to Antioch (12:25)? How were John and
Barnabas related? See Colossians 4:10.

2. What kind of leadership did the church at Antioch have (13:1)? What variety do you see in their
backgrounds?

o What does this say about God'’s design for reaching the world?

FYI: “Barnabas was a Cyprian Jewish believer. Simeon was called Niger, his name means
‘black or ‘dark.” Most believe he was from Africa...Lucian came from ‘Cyrene’ that is North Africa.
Manaen, who was brought up in Herod’s court, related to the royal upper class; he was either a
foster brother or relative of Herod Antipas. And then there was Saul, who was a Jewish believer”
(Merida 2017,165).

. What was involved in Paul and Barnabas being chosen and sent out (13:2—4a)? What
connection do you see between the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the involvement of men?

FYI: “Notice that the church in Antioch sent Barnabas and Saul out. They were supported and
sent by a specific congregation. As far as we know, this had never happened before in the history
of the church® (Guzik 2023).

. Where did Paul and Barnabas begin their journey (13:4)? What knowledge would Barnabas
have had of Cyprus (Acts 4:36)?

o Where did they first go to teach? 13:5,14b (Compare Acts 17:1-2; Romans 1:16b.) How
extensive was their ministry on Cyprus (13:6a)?

FYI: To the Jew first (Romans 1:16) “Paul’s custom, as he entered a new city, was always to
go first to the local Jewish synagogue to preach the gospel. However, the Jews for the most
part, in every city from Jerusalem to Rome, rejected it...Finally, when this happened also at
Rome, his final words to the Jews there were ‘that the salvation of God is sent unto the
Gentiles, and that they will hear it’ (Acts 28:28). Several years later he wrote to the church at
Colossae, that in Christ ‘there is neither Greek nor Jew’ (Colossians 3:11; see also Galatians
3:28). In fact, in none of Paul’s later epistles, written after his rejection by the Jews at Rome, is
there any relevant reference to the Jews at all. After this point, Paul apparently treated all alike,
both Jews and Gentiles” (Morris 1995, 1229).
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. What was the proconsul in Paphos seeking (13:7)? What was Elymas seeking (13:8)?

¢ What different motives do you think Elymas may have had for opposing Paul and Barnabas
(13:8)? Compare Acts 20:29-30.

FYIl: Paphos “This city on the west coast of Cyprus was known for its immorality. Here Barnabas
and Saul faced a combination of immorality and spiritual darkness that was common across the
pagan world of the Roman Empire” (Guzik 2023).

6. What does being a sorcerer/magician say about how far Elymas had strayed from God’s laws?
See Deuteronomy 18:10-13.

FYI: “Romans placed value on omens and divination. They also thought the Jews had inside
information on spiritual matters, a fact helping to establish Bar-Jesus as a popular sage. He,
however, was a false prophet in touch with dark powers. He was not a ‘magician’ who pulls
rabbits out of hats but a superstitious occult leader” (Merida 2017, 183).

. From 13:10, list the ways that Paul described Elymas and what he was doing. Compare Peter’s
reproach of Simon the sorcerer in 8:20-24.

e Contrast: What Paul was “filled” with (13:9), who was directing him (13:4), and what he
was proclaiming (13:5).

FYI: deceit (13:10) “dolos (1388), primarily ‘a bait, snare’; hence, ‘craft, deceit, guile” (Vine
1985, 151).

trickery/fraud (13:10) “G4468 rhaidiourgia;...recklessness, (by extension) malignity:—mischief”
(Strong’s 2009, 1666).

“The severest words of the Bible, Old and New Testaments, are reserved for those who stand
between men and truth, for those who stand between men and God...It must be the heart that loves
Sergius Paulus that speaks in anger to Elymas the sorcerer (Morgan)” (Guzik 2023).

. What judgment did Paul pronounce on Elymas (13:11)? Why do you think he spoke so boldly
against him?

¢ What did Jesus say about those who oppose and hinder others from coming to Him? See
Matthew 18:6—7; 23:1; Luke 11:52.
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9. How did the proconsul respond (13:12)?

FYI: “Interestingly, archaeology has confirmed Luke’s report. Sir William Ramsay reports that
inscriptions bearing Sergius Paulus’ name have been found on Cyprus confirming that he was a
Christian and that his entire family became Christians” (Hughes 1996, 179).

3 Applying the Word: What are some of the strongest “stumbling blocks” or hindrances that
you have experienced in people’s understanding and acceptance of the Lord?

[ xtra Digging Dccpcr Qucstions

a) Fill in information on the chart “Paul’s 1st Missionary Journey” about Paul’s ministry in
Cyprus.

b) What does God say about the work in which we are to be engaged?

e Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. NIV

e Philippians 2:13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good
purpose. NIV

e Colossians 3:23-25 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord and not for
people, **knowing that it is from the Lord that you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It
is the Lord Christ whom you serve. % For the one who does wrong will receive the
consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality. NAS

e Col 3:17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the hame of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. NIV

c) In the following, underline the descriptions given to the Lord as a comforter and protector.

e Isaiah 25:4 You have been a refuge for the poor, a refuge for the needy in their distress, a
shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat... NIV

e Psalm 62:5-8 Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him.® Truly he is my
rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, | will not be shaken. ’ My salvation and my honor
depend on God' he is my mighty rock, my refuge. ® Trust in him at all times, you people;
pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge. NIV

e Psalm 32:7 You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me
with songs of deliverance. NIV

e Psalm 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. NIV

e Nahum 1:7 The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in
him. NIV

o Matthew 11:28-29 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you
rest. * Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” NIV


https://biblehub.com/psalms/46-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/nahum/1-7.htm
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Day 4
Journey to Pisidian Antioch. Read Acts 13:13-14a

. Where did Paul and his companions head next (13:13-14a)?

o What different reasons can you think of for John’s departure?

FYI: “Luke’s brief mention of the team’s trip to Antioch in Pisidian makes no mention of the arduous
nature of the trek. Polhill helps us imagine it: Antioch lay some 100 miles to the north across the
Taurus mountain range. The route was barren, often flooded by swollen mountain streams, and
notorious for its bandits, which even the Romans had difficulty bringing under control Antioch itself
was in the highlands, some 3,6000 feet above sea level (Acts, 297)” (Merida 2017, 187).

. How did Paul regard John’s desertion later (15:38)?

e What happened eventually? See 2 Timothy 4:11.

. What other setback may have happened on this journey? See Galatians 4:13-14.

FYI: “In bringing the gospel to Pisidian Antioch,” Merrill Unger observed, ‘Paul and Barnabas were
planting the witness in a communication nerve center in the heart of Asia Minor through which an
[east—west] traffic artery ran. Westward it connected with...the Greek world of the Aegean.
Eastward it gave access to Lystra, Derbe and via the Cilician Gates led on to Tarsus, Issus, and
Antioch—on-the—Orontes.’

The missionaries’ strategy was to preach the gospel here, allowing it to flow through Asia Minor and
be carried along by new believers” (Swindoll 1992, G 78).

4. Read the following article. Mark what interests or surprises you about travel in Paul’s day.

Travel in the Empire, part one

“In 2 Corinthians 11:25-27, Paul barely alludes to the hardships of the road that Acts
never mentions. An article by Jerome Murphy-O’Connor can help us appreciate just what Paul
and other missionaries were willing to go through to bring the gospel to the ends of the earth.

Traveling from Thessalonica to Jerusalem today would take a few hours by plane, a few
days by car or train. But none of these options existed for Paul. A wealthy man could have
rented a carriage, but anything with wheels was beyond the means of a missionary-craftsman.
Only military couriers rode horses for more than local errands, for riding was a challenge in an era
when ‘saddles were rudimentary, and stirrups unknown.’ (Jerome Murphy-O’Connor ‘On the road
and on the Sea with St. Paul’) So Paul was left with two alternatives: a ship by sea, or his two
feet by land.

It could have been worse. Since about 30 BC when Augustus Caesar became emperor,
Rome had been keeping reasonable order throughout its territories; no pillaging armies wandered
the countryside, and highway robber were curbed, if not eliminated. Also, in order to speed troop
movements, the Romans had been building good stone roads on major arteries. About every
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twenty—two modern miles along a road there was at least an inn, if not a village or town, where
travelers could sleep fairly safely.

Twenty-two miles a day was an average pace for a carriage, but a stiff one for a walker
like Paul. If the road was hilly, the weather wet and muddy, or his morning start delayed, Paul
would often have been unable to reach an inn by nightfall. At those times he would have been ‘in
hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure’ (2 Corinthians 11:27) Heat or illness
could make him weak; snow could block a mountain pass; hail could hurt him; and flooding could
produce ‘danger from rivers’ (2 Corinthians 11:26) The road from Tarsus to Galatia to Ephesus
crosses the Anatolian plateau, which averages three thousand feet above sea level but is twice
that in some sections; ‘extreme variations of temperature are the rule’ there. The mountains of
northern Greece (Philippi to Thessalonica to Athens) would also have challenged Paul’s stamina.

A common traveler could not expect free hospitality along the road, for country peasants
were already fed up with Roman troops and officials. Such people could requisition any roadside
dweller or his animals or carts to carry baggage (see Matthew 5:41). So, if Paul wanted food or a
roof, he had to pay for it. Since a tentmaker was skilled in working all kinds of leather, Paul could
earn a few coins mending another traveler’s leather cloak, sandals, waterskin or wineskin, animal
harness, or even camping tent. However, he could also find himself delayed by working all
morning or all night. He could ever ‘be commandeered by a soldier or official to repair the
soldier’s or official’'s equipment. For this, he was unlikely to be paid and all such work meant
delay — another reason why Paul sometimes found himself far from where he planned to be at
nightfall.’

Even an inn did not guarantee a peaceful snooze. ‘The average inn was no more than a
courtyard surrounded by rooms. Baggage was piled in the open space, where animals were also
tethered for the night. The drivers sat around noxious little fires fueled by dried dung, or slept on
the ground wrapped in their cloaks.” If Paul had little money, he slept with them. If he had more,
he rented a bed in a room along with several strangers who snored, or who might steal his leather
working tools if he slept. He also shared his bed with the inevitable colony of bedbugs.

As a lone traveler, Paul was often ‘in danger from bandits’ (2 Corinthians 11:26). Bears,
wolves, boars, and other wild beasts provided more ‘dangers in the wilderness’ (11:26) But there
was also ‘danger in the city’ (11:26) for a stranger. In small towns where the provincial governor
seldom visited, a few families tended to run the show. Paul was no aristocrat or wealthy merchant
who could claim the governor’s protection, so he could be easily victimized by young hoodlums or
unscrupulous townsmen. A companion or two like Barnabas and Timothy was invaluable both on

lonely roads and in isolated towns” (Lee-Thorp 1987, 122—-124).

. Read 2 Corinthians 11:21-27. What impression do you have of the missionary work of Paul and
his companions?

@3 Applying the Word: Have you ever been on a missionary trip? What was that like?
In what ways do you like to support or engage with missionary outreach?
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[ xtra Digging DccPer

See the maps:
a) “Paul’s 1st Missionary Journey.”
https://ibiblemaps.com/paul-1st-journey/

LA Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small—
group discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your heart?


https://ibiblemaps.com/paul-1st-journey/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/images/rosepub/imageDisplay/maps_paul1_b
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