
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

“And the disciples  

were continually filled  

with joy and with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

 

 

 

Acts 13:52 NASB 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Barnabas and Paul travel to Pisidian Antioch.  They are invited to speak at a synagogue and Paul shares the 
gospel message.  Many are interested in hearing more, but some of the Jews are “filled with jealousy and 
talk abusively against what Paul was saying.”  When Paul turns to the Gentiles in the town, many believe and 
rejoice in the word of the Lord. 
 
The message spreads, but again the Jews stir up dissension against Paul and Barnabas and expel them 
from their region. 
 
After leaving Antioch in Pisidia, Barnabas and Paul travel first to Iconium.  Initially, they are able to preach 
the gospel and win many believers, but eventually a plot to take their lives forces them to flee to “Lycaonia, 
Lystra and Derbe, and the surrounding region; and there they continue to preach the gospel.” 
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Acts 13:14 – 14:7 
 
 

 

Day 1 
Paul’s Preaching in Pisidian Antioch.  Read Acts 13:14–33 

 

1.  What opportunity was Paul given to speak at Antioch in Pisidia (13:14–15)? 

 
 

 

 To whom did Paul give his teaching (13:16,26)? 
 
 
 

FYI:  “A typical first–century synagogue service would have included the Shema...a reading from 
the Law, a reading from one of the prophets, a free address given by any competent Jew in 
attendance, and a closing blessing…The leader of the synagogue  took charge of the building and 
made arrangements for the services (Luke 8:41, 49). He was usually one of the elders of the 
congregation… Perhaps Paul's dress proclaimed him a Pharisee and thereby opened the way for 
an invitation to speak”  (Gaebelein 1981, 423). 
 

2.  List the major episodes from Israel’s history that Paul reviewed in 
13:17–22.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 To what did this history lead (13:23)?  What was this 
“according to”? 

 
 
 
 

FYI:  “In alluding to and quoting from several Old Testament books, Paul lends authority to his words 
and also builds on the bedrock of the familiar with his audience”  (Swindoll 1992, G 79). 

 

3.  Who heralded this event (13:24–25)?  Compare Luke 1:17  [See also Matthew 11:7–14 for Jesus’ 

explanation of John’s ministry.] 
 
 
 

 

 Who received this message (13:26)?   
 
 
 

Digging Deeper  
List the verb phrases in 13:17–
23,30,33 that describe God’s 
works:   

– choose our fathers 

 made the people great 
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4.  How did the rulers and people in Jerusalem respond to Jesus (13:27–29)? See John 1:11. 

 
 
 

 What did their actions against Jesus fulfill (13:27)? 
 
 
 

5.  What great reversal did God accomplish (13:30)?  Mark the word “but” in 13:30,37. 

 
 
 
6.  Who else could testify to Jesus’s resurrection (13:31)?   
 
 
 

7.  Record what Paul and others preached. 
 

 13:26 “the word/message of this salvation” 

 

 13:32 
 

 13:38   
 
 

8.  What does the fulfillment of all the promises and prophecies about Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection say about who He is (13:33)?    Mark the word “fulfilled” in 13:27,33. 
 
 
 

FYI:  “From this sermon we learn to proclaim Christ in a way that is suitable for a particular audience.  
To be sure, Paul always proclaimed Christ in evangelism.  He never changed the fixed gospel.  But 
Paul was flexible in approach.  His sermon to this primarily Jewish crowd differs from his evangelism 
efforts to pagans.  We will see this much more in 14;15–17 and 17:16–34.  In addition, Paul’s sermon 
to a group of pastors also bears a distinct flavor (20:17–35).  And his speeches before Felix and 
Agrippa (24; 26) were also situational.  The way Paul addresses the Jews in a synagogue in Acts 13 
makes sense.  They were familiar with David, the law and the Old Testament”  (Merida 2017, 188). 
 

   Applying the Word:  How do you think Paul would answer someone who thought that Jesus 

was just a good man, or a great teacher, or a mighty prophet? 
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 
 What did the following people recognize about Jesus’s coming and its relationship to the 

fulfillment of God’s promises? 
 

 Mary – Luke 1 :54–55 
 
 
 

 Zachariah – Luke 1:67–75 
 
 
 

 Simeon – Luke 2:29–32 
 
 
 

 Anna – Luke 2:38 
 
 

 

 John – John 1:29–35 
 
 
 

 Philip and Nathanial – John 1:45,49 
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Day 2 
Proclamation of the Gospel.  Read Acts 13:34–39 

 

1.  What prophecies given to David did Christ’s resurrection fulfill (13:34–35)?.  Note the four 

references to Jesus being raised from the dead in 13:30–37.   
 
 
 

FYI:  “The promises made to David and his posterity could not have been fulfilled apart from the 
resurrection of the crucified Messiah...not only did these blessings require the resurrection of 
Christ for their realization; the resurrection of Christ was actually one of these promised blessings, 
in accordance with the words of Ps. 16:10”   (Bruce 1981, 276). 

 

2.  Why wasn’t David’s life the fulfillment of God’s promises (13:36–37)?  Cross ref. Acts 2:29–31. 

 
 
 

3.  In 1 Corinthians 15:14–20, what explanation did Paul give as to why Christ’s resurrection was 
key?     

 

 
 
   

4.  “Therefore” because of Jesus’ resurrection, what glorious blessings are available to those who 

believe? 
 

 13:38 
 
 

 13:39 (Compare Galatians 2:16.)  
 
 
 
 

FYI:  "Here the apostle reaches the great doctrine of his early ministry, ‘Justification by faith without 
the deeds of the law, and this doctrine finds its full exposition in the epistle to the Galatians and the 
epistle to the Romans.  Yet this wonderful doctrine proved to be a stumbling block to the Jews with 
their ceremonial works, and foolishness to the Greeks with their abstract philosophical ideas (1 Cor. 
1:23–25), hence the warning in the verses that follow”  (Allen 1990, 118). 
 

“Rest in the grace of Jesus.  Stop trusting in anything else.  Think you have done too much to be 
forgiven?  Think again.  Even those who put Jesus to death were not beyond the reach of God’s 
saving grace (Acts 3:15,198; 1 Timothy 1:13)”  (Merida 2017, 191). 

 

5.  Underline how completely Christ pays for our sins. 
 

 Colossians 2:13–14  When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of 
our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  NIV 

 

 John 1:29  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world!”  NIV 
 

 Psalm 103:12  As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions 
from us.  NIV 
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 Romans 8:1  Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus  NIV 
 

 Micah 7:18–19  Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the 
remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. 19 You 
will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities 
into the depths of the sea.  NIV 
 

 2 Corinthians 5:19  That God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's 
sins against them...   NIV 
 

 Isaiah 43:25  "I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and 
remembers your sins no more.”  NIV 
 

 Hebrews 10:17–18  "Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more."  18 And where 
these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin. NIV 

 
6.  How do the following passages explain our freedom in Christ? 
 

 Romans 6:16–18   
 
 
 

 Romans 8:1–4   
 
 
 
 

FYI:  Article: “What is Christian Freedom?”  https://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-freedom.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Applying the Word:   How fully are you resting in God’s ability to save you apart from your own 

efforts?  How fully are you enjoying the “forgiveness of sins” and being “freed from all things?” Is 
there anything in your life that you still struggle to pay/atone for?  How can you view that issue 
in the light of the Lord’s unconditional love for you?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-freedom.html
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

a) What had God promised David?  See 2 Samuel 7:16 and Psalm 89:35–36. 
 
 
 

 How was this promise fulfilled? See Luke 1:30–33.  
 

 
b) How dependable were God’s promises to David (13:34)?   See Jeremiah 33:19–22,25–26.  
 
 
 

FYI:  Sure (13:34)  Strong’s #4103 “pistos:’“trustworthy, trustful’  KJV – ‘believe, faithful, sure, true’” 
(Strong 2009, 1660). 

 

c) In the following verses, underline the problem with trying to make ourselves good enough for 
salvation?  

 

 Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. NIV 
 

 Romans 3:9–10 We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under 
sin.  As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; NIV 
 

 James 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of 
breaking all of it. NIV 

 

d) Underline how Christ solved the problem of sin for us. 
 

 1 Peter 3:18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you 
to God...  NIV 

 

  2 Corinthians 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. NIV 
 

 Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it 
is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree." NIV 

 

 Hebrews 10:10 And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. NIV 

 

 1 John 2:2  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins 
of the whole world.  NIV 

 

e) Why did God do this for us? 
 

 Titus 3:3–6  
 
 

 1 John 4:9–10  
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Day 3 
The People’s Reactions to Paul’s Peaching.  Read Acts 13:40–48 

 

1.  With what warning did Paul close his preaching (13:40–41)? 

 
 
 

 How does scripture (Habakkuk 1:5) describe someone who does not accept the person and 
work of Christ (13:41)?  Compare 2 Peter 3:3. 

 
 
 

FYI:  “The warning is that if we do not embrace the person and work of Jesus with our whole lives, 
we are despisers who will perish. In this warning, Paul quoted a passage from Habakkuk regarding 
the judgment that came upon Jerusalem. If God judged them, He will also judge those who refuse 
and reject His offer of forgiveness through the work of Jesus”  (Guzik 2023). 

 

2.  What did Paul write about the mental blocks with which Jews and Gentiles struggled?  See 1 
Corinthians 1:22–24. 

 
 
 

3.  How did the people react to Paul’s message (13:42–43)? 

 
 
 

 What instruction did Paul and Barnabas give to those who were believing (13:43b)?   What do 
you think that means?  See Romans 5:1–2; 17–21 

 
 
 
 

FYI:  “‘Continue in the grace of God’ (cf. 11:23; 14:22),meaning that just as they entered the faith 
by grace, they must persevere in the faith while relying on God’s grace—a needed warning in the 
light of rising persecution in the town”  (Merida 2017, 192). 
 

4.  How does Paul explain the riches of God’s grace in Ephesians 1:3–8; 2:1–8? 
 
 
 
 

5.  Why were the unbelieving Jews upset and how did they react (13:44–45)? 

 
 
 
 

FYI:  talked abusively, blasphemed (13:45) “G987 blasphemeo: to vilify; specifically, to speak 
impiously”  (Strong 2009, 1613). 

 

6.  What action did Paul take (13:46)?   Note: What did he do in the next town (14:1)? 
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7.  How did Paul defend his ministry to the Gentiles from Isaiah 49:6 (13:47)?   

 
 
 
8.  Even though Paul and Barnabas’ ministry was primarily to the Gentiles, why did they go to the 

Jews first (13:46)? 
 

 Acts 13:26  
 
 

 Romans 9:4–5  
 
 
9.  Compare the phrases “it was necessary/we had to” (13:46) with “the Lord has commanded us” 

(13:47). 
 
 
 

10.  How did the Gentiles react to receiving the message (13:48)?  Contrast 13:45. 

 
 
 

FYI:  Honored/glorified (13:48) “doxazo (1392) ‘to magnify, extol, praise’...especially of 
‘glorifying’; God, i. e., ascribing honor to Him, acknowledging Him as to His being, attributes and 
acts, i. e., His glory”  (Vine 1985, 267). 

 
11.  In spite of his “bold” reply, how did Paul feel about rejection from his own people? See 

Romans 9:1–3.   
 
 
 

FYI:  “Scripture makes clear that the earthly kingdom of God, when established, will be world–wide 
(Isaiah 11:1–9)...Israel was chosen to be the channel through which the knowledge of this glorious 
kingdom will spread over the earth.    That is why Paul asserted to the Jews at Antioch that it was 
necessary that they had the gospel first (Acts 13:45–47) and this makes their failure all the more 
tragic.  But God’s purpose cannot fail, and the New Testament makes plain how this kingdom will yet 
be realized”  (Allen 1990, 113). 

 

   Applying the Word  Have you ever presented the gospel message to someone who rejected it?   

Why do you think this person rejected it?  How did that affect you?  What have you learned from 
Paul’s experience with the people in Pisidian Antioch? 
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 
a) Underline the words that describe the attitude/condition of people’s hearts and minds who reject 

the truth. 
 

 Matthew 13:14–15  “In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: 'You will be ever hearing but 
never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. For this people's heart has 
become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes.’”  NIV 

 

 John 8:43–47  “Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what 
I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s 
desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth 
in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of 
lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty 
of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs to God hears 
what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”  NIV 
 

 John 15:24–25  “Whoever hates Me hates My Father as well. 24 If I had not done among them 
the works that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin; but now they have seen and 
hated both Me and My Father. 25 But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated 
Me without reason.’ If I had not done among them what no one else did, they would not be 
guilty of sin. But now they have seen these miracles, and yet they have hated both me and my 
Father.  But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: 'They hated me without reason.'  NIV 
 

 Acts 19:9  But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned 
the Way.  NIV 
 

 Romans 2:4–5  Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and 
patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance?  But because of 
your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for 
the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.  NIV 
 

 2 Corinthians 4:3–4  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 
The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  NIV 
 

 Hebrews 3:12  See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns 
away from the living God.  NIV 
 

 Romans 1:18–21  The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since 
what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 
20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine 
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people 
are without excuse.21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave 
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  NIV 
 

b) How did Christ feel about the people’s unbelief (Luke 19:41–42)?  
 
 
 
c) What did the nation of Israel fail to do (John 1:10–11)? 

 
 
 
 

 

https://biblehub.com/john/15-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/15-25.htm
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Day 4 
From Pisidian Antioch to Iconium.  Read Acts 13:49 –14:7 

 

1.  In spite of the antagonism of the Jewish leaders, what happened with the Word of the Lord 

(13:49)?  What does that say about the power of the gospel? 
 
 
 
 

2. List the verbs in 13:50 that describe the actions that unbelieving Jews took against Paul and 

Barnabas.  What groups of people did they use? 
 
 
 
 

 Why did Paul and Barnabas shake the dust off their feet (13:51)?  See Mark 6:11. 
 

 
 

3.  Amazingly, how did the disciples feel about what had happened (13:52)?  How would you explain 

what was giving them joy?   How do you think you would have responded?  
 
 
 
 
Iconium 
 

4.  How did Paul and Barnabas start their ministry in Iconium (90 miles southeast of Pisidian 

Antioch) and who responded (14:1)?   
 
 
 

 Who did they probably become acquainted with in this city?  See Acts 16:1 and 2 Timothy 
3:10–11. 
 

 
 

FYI:  “Iconium attracted lots of people since it was along an east-west trade route.  John Stott tells 
us, ‘It was still a Greek city when Paul and Barnaba visited it, and was a center of agriculture and 
commerce’ (Message of Acts, 228).  In scripture we see Paul’s pattern of proclaiming the gospel to 
large, influential cities in a region and then working outward from there”  (Merida 2017, 195). 
 

5.  How do you think the Jews “stirred up” (14:2) the Gentiles?   
 
 
 

FYI:  Stirred up  “2559. kakoo: To harm or do evil to someone, ill–treat, plague, injure...to put one 
into a bad mood against another” (Zodhaites 1992, 811). 
 

 “This situation was especially dangerous because of Iconium’s citizen-run government.  The 
assembly had the power to condemn and execute the missionaries without Rome’s involvement. 
So Paul and Barnabas had once again yo-yoed from high to low, delight to disaster.  But they did 
not despair.  Rather, ‘they spent a long time there speaking boldly with reliance upon the Lord’"    
(Swindoll 1992, G 88). 
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6.  How did Paul, Barnabas and the Lord react to this opposition (14:3)?  What were they 

preaching? 
 
 

 What did Paul write about these experiences later in 2 Timothy 3:10–12? 
 
 
 

7.  How hostile did the people become (14:4–5)?   

 
 
 

 Why do you think preaching “the word of His grace” (14:3) caused so much antagonism? 
 
 
 

FYI:  “What upset their religious opponents?  Grace.  They were mad enough to kill the missionaries 
over the good news that God extends unmerited kindness to all who will turn to Him by placing faith in 
Christ.  Grace tends either to give people an unspeakable sense of relief and joy or produces hostility 
and anger.  The default mode of the heart is works-based righteousness; that’s why people generally 
either embrace grace or oppose it”  (Merida 2017,196). 

 

8.  How did the disciples respond to this threat (14:6–7) as compared to earlier (14:3)?  Compare 
Matthew 10:23.   

 
 
 
 

FYI:  “William Ramsay demonstrated that Lystra and Derbe were indeed together in the Roman 
province of Lycaonia, but only between A.D. 37 and 72, the exact period these events in Acts took 
place. This kind of accuracy persuaded Ramsay that the Biblical account was true, especially in an 
age when they were all thought to be fables and made–up stories”  (Guzik 2023). 
 

9.  List the phrases that describe the apostles’ teaching. 
 

 13:12 – the teaching of the Lord 

 

 13:26 – the message of salvation 

 
 13:32 

 
 

 13:44,46 
 
 

 13:49 
 
 

 14:3 
 
 

 14:7 
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   Applying the Word:  From Paul’s example, what do you learn about handling opposition and 
disappointment.  How do you think they “relied on the Lord”?   

 
 
 
 
 

 Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small–

group discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your heart? 
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

a) Fill in information (when applicable) about Paul’s ministry in Antioch in Pisidia and Iconium on 
the chart “Paul’s 1st Missionary Journey.” 
 

b) Fill in the chart “The Word of the Lord Spreads” about 13:49.  

 
c) Summarize the responses of people in Acts 14. 
 

 14:1 large number of Jews and Gentiles believed 

 

 14:2 
 

 14:3 
 

 14:4 
 

 14:5 
 

 14:7 
 
 What pattern was developing?  What would you say about the disciples’ response? 

 
 
 
d) In the following, mark things that describe God’s grace, mercy and love, and what we have been 

given. 
 

 John 1:16–17  For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 17 For the Law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.  NASB 

 

 Ephesians 2:4–5,8–9  But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made 
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 
saved...8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  NIV 

 

 1 Corinthians 1:30  It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us 
wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.  NIV 

 

 Romans 3:22–24  This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came 
by Christ Jesus.  NIV 

 

 Titus 3:4  But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not 
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.  NIV 

 

 Romans 5:8–9  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much 
more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him!  NIV 

 

 2 Corinthians 9:8  And God is able to make all grace overflow to you, so that, always having all 
sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed.  NIV 
  

 Ephesians 3:19  And to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may 
be filled to all the fullness of God.  NIV 
 

https://biblehub.com/2_corinthians/9-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/ephesians/3-19.htm

