“We are Ioringing you good news,

te ling you to turn ﬁom

these worthless ‘chings to the ['Lv'mg God,
who made the heavens and the earth

and the sea and every‘ching in them.”

Acts 1415 NIV

When Paul heals a lame man in Lystra, the people try to honor them as gods, but Paul and Barnabas stop
them and deliver a message of salvation. Eventually Jews from Antioch persuade the people against them
and Paul is stoned and left for dead.

From Lystra they travel to Derbe where they preach the good news. Afterward they travel back through the
cities they had visited to strengthen the disciples.

When certain Jews come from Judea and teach that Gentiles must be circumcised in order to be saved, the
church sends Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem to resolve the issue.

In Jerusalem the apostles and elders affirm Paul’'s ministry to the Gentiles and declare that salvation is by
grace alone apart from works. They draft a letter and send it back to the church in Antioch where it is
received with much rejoicing.
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Day 1
Ministry in Lystra. Read Acts 14:8-18

What do you learn about the lame man in Lystra from 14:8?

FYI: “Though little is known of the origin of Lystra, we do know it was a frontier outpost...Most of
the populace were uneducated Lycaonians who had their own language. The people were half-
barbarous. The Romans ruled the land, the Greeks controlled the commerce, and the Jews had
little influence” (Hughes 1996, 185).

What did Paul recognize about the lame man and how did he heal him (14:9-10)? How does
that compare to Peter’s encounter with a blind man (3:3-5)7?

How did the people in Lystra react to the healing (14:11-13)?

FYI: “In Greek mythology, it was common for the ‘gods’ to come to earth in human form, though

[it was believed] they did not always do so for the good of man. The people in Lystra had a legend
that once Zeus and Hermes had visited their land disguised as mortals, and no one gave them any
hospitality except for one older couple. In their anger at the people, Zeus and Hermes wiped out
the whole population, except for the old couple. No wonder the people of Lystra were so quick to
honor Paul and Barnabas!” (Guzik 2023).

How did Paul and Barnabas respond to the people (14:14)?. Why do you think they showed so
much distress and alarm at the people’s actions?

FYI: Tore their clothes “Among the Jews this was a gesture of horror at the sin of blasphemy
(Mark 14:63)” (Allen 1990, 125). (See also Genesis 37:29-30; Joshua 7:6-7)

How did Paul correct their thinking (14:15)? Why is this description of God a critical place to
start with someone who doesn’t know God or believes in many gods? How did this compare to
his message in the synagogue (13:16ff)?

Digging Deeper

What witness does
everyone have?
Romans 1:19-20; 2:14—
15; Psalms 19:1-2

FYI: “When Paul and Barnabas preached in the synagogues, they could
begin on the premise that their hearers already believed in God, in
creation of all things by God, and in the authority of the Scriptures. On
this foundation, they could then preach Christ and the resurrection.
When they preached to a completely pagan crowd, however, as here at
Lystra and later at Athens (Acts 17:15-34), they had to begin with the
evidence for one Creator God, as opposed to the popular religions which
were centered either on atheism or pantheism and manifested popularly

as polytheism. All of these believed in the eternity of the universe and in
some form of universal evolutionism, just as most unbelievers do today” (Morris 1995, 1202).




Acts 14:8-15:35

6. What phrase did Paul use to describe idolatry in 14:16?

¢ Compare the words in Isaiah 44:9-10; 19-20 to describe idols and idol makers.
nothing/vanity/useless...

FYI: vain/worthless (14:15) “G3152 mataios (3152) “empty, i.e. (literally) profitless, or
(specifically) an idol” (Strong 2009, 1646).
“void of result” (Vine 1985, 657).

“Vanities’ refers to their worship of idols, representing mere personifications of natural forces as
well as demonic spirits. It is vain to attribute true creative power, such as just evidenced in the
instantaneous creation of perfect new legs for the hopeless crippled man to anything other than

God. Only the true Creator, or those who call on Him and speak in His name, could do such
things” (Morris 1995, 1202).

. What did the people need to understand about God’s nature (14:17)? How would this
contradict what they often believed about their “gods”™?

o How did the crowd respond (14:18)? What does this say about their mindset?

3 Applying the Word: What do you see in Paul's approach to people who have little or no
understanding of the one true God? If Paul had started preaching with Old Testament

scripture and Jesus, to these people who believed in many gods, what do you think would
have happened?
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b)

d)

[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

Fill in information on the chart “Paul’s 1* Missionary Journey” about Paul’s ministry in Lystra.

Why do you think people, especially those who don’t acknowledge God, are drawn into
superstitious beliefs and seek magical powers?

¢ What are the reasons given in Romans 1:21-23 and 1:25 for why people practice idolatry?

How far astray did the nation of Israel go when they forsook the Lord?

e |[saiah 2:6
e |saiah 47:12-13

e 2Kings 16:3—4; 21:1-6 and 23:4-7

Underline other types of idolatry the Bible speaks of.

e Colossians 2:8. See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this
world rather than on Christ. NIV

e Colossians 3:5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. NIV

Food for Thought: “Inthe Greco-Roman world, moral compromise was inseparably linked with
the worldly ideologies of idol worship. Idolatry’s trap led many unbelievers and believers alike into
sinful practices, resulting in serious consequences.

Idolatry’s influence permeated the early church just like it did the nation Israel (2 Chronicles 24:18),
so Paul commanded the church to “flee from idolatry” (1 Corinthians 10:14). Idolatry can be found
in every heart and is an over-dependence on someone or something. It can be a physical object
like creation (Romans 1:25), a property, a person, an activity, a role, a hope, a pleasure, or a
temporary comfort—anything substituted for a love for the Creator. The human heart is inclined
toward idolatry, so beware its multifaceted faces.”

(“Idolatry lives Today” Charles C. Morse, D.Min. https://www.icr.org/article/idolatry-lives)



http://www.icr.org/bible/2Chronicles/24/18?utm_source=phplist11699&utm_medium=email&utm_content=HTML&utm_campaign=December+21+-+Idolatry+Lives+Today
http://www.icr.org/bible/1Corinthians/10/14?utm_source=phplist11699&utm_medium=email&utm_content=HTML&utm_campaign=December+21+-+Idolatry+Lives+Today
http://www.icr.org/bible/Romans/1/25?utm_source=phplist11699&utm_medium=email&utm_content=HTML&utm_campaign=December+21+-+Idolatry+Lives+Today
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Day 2
Paul's Return Trip. Read Acts 14:19-28

From where did a group of Jews come and what did they do (14:19)? What would you say
about their determination to oppose the gospel?

o How quickly and dramatically did they turn the people’s opinion? Why do you think the
crowds were so easily swayed? How does this compare to Jesus’ experience from Palm
Sunday to the cross?

Amazingly, what happened to Paul? What kind of healing do you see in 14:20, even if Paul
wasn’t dead?

. What did Paul later write about his experience later? See 2 Corinthians 1:8-10.

o How did Paul refer to his injuries in Galatians 6:177?

How much courage do you see in the actions of Paul and Barnabas in 14:21 in returning to
those cities? How much love?

FYI: “These new believers had no seminars on the Christian life to attend, no church growth
manuals to follow, no books or tapes—there wasn’'t even a New Testament to read! So Paul and
Barnabas gather their courage and retrace their trail of blood and heartache through Lystra,
Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch to give the new churches vital spiritual instruction” (Swindoll 1992,
G 97).

List the different phrases that describe the message that Paul and his companions proclaimed/
taught/preached.

o 13:5,46 “the Word of God”

o 13:12 “the teaching of the Lord”

o 13:26

o 13:32

o 13:44.48
o 14:3

o 14:7,1521



Acts 14:8-15:35 6

@. List how Paul and Barnabas equipped and strengthened these new churches (14:22-23).

What encouragement is given in Acts 11:23 and 13:43?

. Where else did Paul and Barnabas go to minister (14:25) and to where did they return (14:26)?
To whom had that church commended/entrusted them?

FYI: commend/entrust “G3908 “paratithemi; to place alongside...by implication, to deposit (as a
trust or for protection)” (Strong 2009, 1657).

“In little more than ten years St Paul established the church in four provinces of the Empire:
Galatia, Macedonia, Achaia and Asia. Before AD 47 there were no churches in these provinces: in
AD 57 St Paul could speak as if his work there was done (Message of Acts, 235)” (Merida 2017,
205).

. How did Paul describe the work of the Lord during their trip (14:27b)? How do you think the
people in Antioch responded to their report?

What do you think are some things Barnabas and Paul would have done during their “long
time”—some think this was about two years—with the disciples in Antioch (14:28)? How
encouraging a time would this have been for them? (Some think Paul wrote his letter to the
Galatians during this time.)

Food for Thought: “Paul’s body may have borne the aches of sickness and the scars of stoning, but
it was his heart that hurt the most. God had brought many to salvation, yet how many millions were
still gripped in sin’s clutches?

As Paul looked toward the west, the faces of these men and women in need of salvation flashed
through his mine. One day he would go back to them and travel even further into Macedonia and
Greece and eventually Rome itself. But for now, he could only dream, as we do, of an entire world
knowing Christ” (Swindoll 1992, G 101).

3 Applying the Word: What kind of obstacles and opposition have you faced in following the

Lord? What has kept you from backing down and quitting during those times? What did you
learn about God during that time?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) Fill in information on the chart “Paul’s 1st Missionary Journey” about Paul’s ministry in Derbe
and on his Return Trip.

b) What other types of hardships did Paul endure in his ministry in 2 Corinthians 11:23-29? See
especially vs 25.

What secret had Paul learned (Philippians 4:12-13)?

¢) What compelled Paul? See 2 Corinthians 4:1,7-11; 5:14-15.

d) Mark what Paul said about the Lord’s sufficiency concerning the suffering he endured.

2 Timothy 3:10-11 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose,

faith, patience, love, endurance, ** persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened
to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions | endured. Yet the Lord rescued me
from all of them. NIV

2 Timothy 4:17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the
message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And | was delivered
from the lion’s mouth. NIV

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness." Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. '° That is why, for Christ's sake, |
delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am
weak, then | am strong. NIV

Philippians 4:13 | can do all this through him who gives me strength. NIV

Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose. NIV

e) Mark the encouragement/benefits found in facing hardship.

Luke 6:22—-23 “Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you
and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. *® Rejoice in that day and leap for
joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their fathers treated the
prophets.” NIV

2 Corinthians 1:3-5 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
compassion and the God of all comfort, * who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. ° For
just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort
overflows. NIV

James 1:2—4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,
% because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. * Perseverance
must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. NIV

1 Peter 4:12-14 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on

you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. ** But rejoice that you
participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is
revealed. * If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit
of glory and of God rests on you. NIV
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Day 3

Disagreement Over Circumcision. Read Acts 15:1-12

. What problem did some have with Gentile believers (15:1)? How are they identified in
15:1,5,24? How does that compare to the opposition Peter had faced (11:3)?

How did Paul and Barnabas respond to them (15:2a)? Why was the issue of salvation by
works or salvation by faith in Christ’s work on the cross so critical?

What did the believers decide (15:2b)? Why couldn’t they just agree to disagree? What kind
of division could this have led to between the churches of Jerusalem and Judea?

FYI: “Although these men believed in Jesus as the Messiah and in His substitutionary death and
resurrection, they still felt that a convert must be either a Jew or Jewish proselyte to be eligible for
salvation in Christ. They were called ‘Judaizers’ and came to be a real problem in the early church.
This particular form of legalism is not much of an issue today, but the problem of those who would
add works to faith in Christ as a requirement for salvation is still very common. While genuine faith will
surely produce obedience and good works (nhote Ephesians 2:8-10), they follow saving faith as a
result, not as a condition” (Morris 1995, 1203).

“The future of the church and the doctrine of the way of salvation were at stake. History and
experience have proven that anything made a co—requirement with faith soon shoves faith aside and
become the means of salvation“ (Hughes 1996, 193).

2. What did Paul write about salvation and justification apart from works?

Romans 3:21-24 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made
known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. ?* This righteousness is given through

faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, #* for
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, ?* and all are justified freely by his

grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. NIV

Romans 3:27-28 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that
requires works? No, because of the law that requires faith. ? For we maintain that a person is
justified by faith apart from the works of the law. NIV

Romans 11:6 And if by grace, then it cannot be based on works; if it were, grace would no
longer be grace. NIV

Galatians 2:16 We...know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in
Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in
Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified.
NIV

Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— ° not by works, so that no one can boast. NIV

3. In 1 Corinthian 15:10, what did Paul say was the source of his works?
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4. On their trip to Jerusalem, what did Paul and Barnabas “describe in detail” (15:3)? What is
remarkable about the two places mentioned?

. How was Paul received in Jerusalem (15:5)? How did “some of the sect of Pharisees” expand on
their objection (see 15:1)?

FYI: Article: “Who were the Pharisees?” https://www.gotquestions.org/Pharisees.html

“Sadly even today we see people disputing the idea that salvation is by grace alone. ...But if we add
anything to the gospel, we lost the gospel. Gospel math works like this: Jesus plus nothing equals
everything. The work of Jesus Christ is totally sufficient” (Merida 2017, 210).

@. How did the people start the process of trying to resolve the issue (15:6—-7a)? Why is that a
healthy part of coming to a decision?

7. What did Peter say:

o About the purpose of calling out the nation of Israel (15:7b)? Cross reference Genesis 12:1-3.

o About God’s dealings with the Gentiles (15:8)7?

e About salvation for Jews and Gentiles (15:9,11)? What did Paul call this in Galatians 1:8—-9?

e About the problem with the law (15:10)? Compare Paul’'s teaching in Acts 13:39 and
Galatians 5:1.

FYI: “The default mode of the human heart is works-based righteousness, not faith-based
righteousness. But we can’t earn righteousness; we simply receive it by faith alone. So rejoice in
the grace of God! You have been saved by sheer grace (Eph, 2:8-9) not by doing works of the
law but through placing faith in Jesus (Gal. 2:16-17)” (Merida 2017, 211).

8. How did Paul and Barnabas affirm what Peter had said (15:12)? What do you think the
council’s response to Peter, Barnabas and Paul indicates?

3 Applying the Word: How can you tell when you are doing something as a response to
Christ’s love and grace versus trying to earn or assure your salvation? i.e. What happens to
your joy and peace, your gratitude, or your focus and motivation?
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[ xtra Digging DccPer Qucstions

a) What did the Old Testament law have to say about Gentiles (alien, foreigner, stranger) and
circumcision?

Exodus 12:48-49

Numbers 15:15-16

Ezekiel 44:9

b) What was the purpose of the law? See Galatians 3:24-25.

e What conviction does the law bring? See Romans 3:19-20.

c) Why is living by faith superior to law? Romans 8:3—4

FYI: “Law is in the realm of self-effort. Grace is exemplified by the resurrected Christ living in and
through you” (George 1989, 152).

d) In Galatians 5:1-5, list the things Paul said that relying on a law like circumcision for salvation
does to our relationship to Christ?

e) Underline how works fit in.

Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for us to do. NIV

Philippians 2:13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill
his good purpose. NIV

Ephesians 6:7-8 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, ® because
you know that the Lord will reward each one for whatever good they do, NIV

Colossians 3:23-24 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord,
not for human masters, ** since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord
as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. NIV

Titus 2:7-8 In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show
integrity, seriousness 8and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those
who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us. NIV

FYI: “In a great exchange, your sin was placed on Christ, and His righteousness was placed on
you. The result of being born again and indwelt with God’s Spirit is that He begins to change you
from the inside out. Your inner change becomes outwardly visible by continued faith and
increasing obedience” (Got Questions: “What is the relationship of faith, works, and security in
salvation?” https://www.gotquestions.org/faith-works-security.html).


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%202%3A10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A13&version=NIV
http://biblehub.com/colossians/3-24.htm
http://biblehub.com/titus/2-8.htm
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Day 4
The Council’s Decision. Read Acts 15:13-35

. How did James affirm what Peter had said (15:13-18)? Compare Acts 26:22-23.

As brother to Jesus and a leader of the church in Jerusalem, what
influence do you think James’s words had, especially with the
Hebraic (versus Hellenistic) group of Jewish Christians?

Digging Deeper
For other scripture about
Gentiles being blessed,

What weight would quoting Old Testament prophecy (Amos 9:11— | See: Isaiah 2:2,
12) have carried, especially with the Pharisees”?

Zechariah 2:11; 8:22;
Galatians 3:8.

FYI. “This James was not the apostle James, whose martyrdom is recorded in Acts 12:2. This
was the one traditionally known as James the Just — the half-brother of Jesus (Matthew 13:55), the
brother of Jude (Jude 1), and the author of the book of James (James 1:1)” (Guzik 2023).

“From the mid—thirties through the mid—forties James seems also to have exercised some form of
administrative leadership along with Peter and the apostles (cf. Gal 1:19; 2:9), and he presided at
the Jerusalem Council of A.D. 49. Later still Luke refers to him as head of the Jerusalem church
(cf. 21:18)” (Gaebelein 1981, 410).

“Councils have no authority in the church unless it can be shown that their conclusions are in
accord with Scripture. (Stott)” (Guzik 2023).

. How did James label the act of forcing the Gentiles to follow the law of Moses (15:19)?
Compare Peter’s “yoke” in 15:10.

FYI: make difficult/trouble “G3926 parenochleo: to harass further, i.e. annoy: — trouble” (Strong
2009, 1657)

. List the things that James said the Gentiles should abstain from (15:20).

What would abstaining from these things do for social fellowship between Jews and Gentiles
(15:21)?

FYI: “James' decision that Gentile believers should not be under the Mosaic Law is also tempered
by practical instruction. The idea was that it was important that Gentile believers not act in a way
that would antagonize the Jewish community in every city and destroy the church's withness among
Jews... Though they were not bound under the Law of Moses, they were bound under the Law of
Love. The Law of Love tells them, ‘don't unnecessarily antagonize your Jewish neighbors, both in
and out of the church...All four of the requested abstentions related to ceremonial laws laid down


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+12.2&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Matthew+13.55&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Jude+1&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=James+1.1&t=NKJV
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in Leviticus 17 and 18, and three of them concerned dietary matters which could inhibit Jewish—
Gentile common meals.’ (Stott)” (Guzik 2023).

The Council’s letter

4. How did the apostles and elders convey their decision to the church in Antioch (15:22-23a)? To
whom was it addressed (15:23b)?

. What did they deny about the Judaizers’ position (15:24a)?

o What phrases did they use to describe the Judaizers’ position (15:24b)? Compare with the
word Peter used to describe it (15:10).

6. How did the letter affirm Barnabas and Paul (15:25-26)?

. How had they determined “what seemed good” (15:28)?

¢ What outcome did they feel these instructions would have (15:29b)?

FYI” “The letter gives the express decision of the Jerusalem council, that Gentiles should consider
themselves under no obligation to the rituals of Judaism, except the sensitivity which love
demands, so as to preserve the fellowship of Jewish and Gentile believers...

the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: This letter was written specifically to these churches
where Jews and Gentiles mixed together with the potential of tension and conflict” (Guzik 2023).

“Idolatry, fornication and murder were the outstanding sins of paganism which could not be tolerated
in a Christian gathering and unity would not be possible between Jew and Gentile if these were not
avoided” (Allen 1990, 135).

8. How did the believers respond to the letter (15:31)? How do you think they had been feeling
while they were waiting for the decision from Jerusalem?

¢ Who else encouraged the church in Antioch (15:32)?

9. Who stayed in Antioch (15:34-35)?

3 Applying the Word: When looking at the example of how the believers solved disputes
using scripture, personal experience, and cultural considerations, what impressed you the
most?


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Leviticus+17&t=NKJV
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) Article: “Who was James, the brother of Jesus, in the Bible?
https://www.gotquestions.org/life-James.html

b) What did Paul say in the following about the restrictions he put on himself and what instructions
did he give?

¢ Romans 14:13-21

e 1 Corinthians 9:19-23

FYI: “Down the road the apostles would battle additional opponents of grace. One was legalism—
the teaching that salvation is earned by following a list of do’s and don’ts. The opposite extreme was
the philosophy of total freedom from any law...

Legalism results in an emphasis on works, and the impact is guilt; while license results in an
emphasis on self and the impact is offense...In the middle is grace. Grace results in an emphasis on
Christ, and the impact is love. It says, ‘Love others as Christ has loved you™” (Swindoll 1992, G 120).
[See 1 Corinthians 7:19.]

EQ Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small—
group discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your heart?


https://www.gotquestions.org/life-James.html
https://biblehub.com/romans/14-19.htm
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