“He reasoned with them from the Scriptures,

exp [aining and proving that the Messiah
had to suﬂer and rise ﬁom the dead.

This Jesus T am proclaiming to you

is the Messiah.” he said.”

Acts 17:2—3 NIV

In Thessalonica many respond to the message of the gospel and become believers, but when some Jews
stir up trouble, Paul and Silas are sent away to Berea.

In Berea the message is received with great eagerness but eventually some Jews agitate the crowds and
Paul is sent away and escorted to Athens where he stays by himself while waiting for the others.

In Athens Paul finds a city filled with idols and begins a ministry in the synagogue and marketplace. When
some philosophers challenge him with questions, he presents the gospel to the men of Athens.
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Acts 17

Day 1

In Thessalonica and Berea. Acts 17:1-14

. Where did Paul and his companions go next (17:1)? What does the change from “we” (16:10)
to “they” indicate about Luke?

. How did Paul minister in Thessalonica (17:1b—3a)? What three words describe the ways he
taught?

¢ What was he teaching about Christ (7:3b)? See also Luke 24:25-27.

e What did Paul say he taught in Acts 20:26-27?

FYI: reasoning “1256 dialegomai; To teach publicly, discourse, present intelligent arguments”
(Zodhaites 1992, 433).

explaining (17:3) “1272 dianoigo; “to open thoroughly,...figuratively (to expound)” (Strong 2009,
1618). [See Luke 24:31-32]

proving/giving evidence (17:3) “3908 paratithemi; “to place alongside, i.e. present” (Strong 2009,
1657).

“Thessalonica...was an important seaport in Paul's day and remains so now. Thessalonica, capital of
the province of Macedonia, was the second largest city in Greece; it boasted an estimated population
of two hundred thousand“ (Merida 2017, 234).

3. How did the people respond (17:4) and what does that indicate about the makeup of the city?

e What do you learn from 1 Thessalonians 1:6, 9-10; 2:13 about their response?

. What actions did some of the Jews take against Paul and Silas and why (17:5)? What does that
say about the danger of being associated with Paul?

¢ Interestingly, what does the first charge they made against Paul and the others indicate about
the power of the gospel (17:6b)? In what way was their accusation an exaggeration and in
what way was it the truth? Compare Luke 23:5.
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. What picture were they trying to paint with another charge (17:7)? Why was that a dangerous
charge? Compare Luke 23:1-2.

FYI: “The kingdom of God had been proclaimed, but it was a very different kingdom from those
obtaining in the world at that time. Doubtless they referred to the Lord Jesus as ‘King’, which was a
title given to Caesar. Rome tolerated religions as long as they did not compromise Caesar’s position
as Emperor and Ruler. When this happened they suppressed them ruthlessly” (Allen 1990, 150).

6. What effect did their words have on the city (17:8)?

e What charges did Paul bring against them in 1 Thessalonians 2:14b—16?

7. How dangerous did the situation become (17:10)?

In Berea

. What characteristics made the believers at Berea “more noble” (17:11)? Compare David’s cries in
Psalm 119:12,18,27...

FYI: great eagerness/readiness of mind “prothumia (4288), ‘eagerness, willingness, readiness’
(pro, ‘forward,” thumos, ‘mind, disposition’)” (Vine 1985, 508).

9. What was the result of Paul’s instruction (17:12)? -
Digging Deeper

For examples of when
Paul fled cities because

. . i of opposition, see Acts
10. What happened again (17:13-14)? Why do you think Timothy and 9:23-25,29-30; 13:50:

Silas stayed in Berea? 14:5,6,19; 16:39; 17:10.

O3 Applying the Word: Read 2 Timothy 1:12. What kept Paul going
after so much rejection? Have you ever felt rejected because of
your faith? How does your perspective compare to Paul’s?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) Fill in information on the chart “Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey” about Paul’'s ministry in
Thessalonica and Berea.

b) From 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12, what are some of the things that stand out to you about the
Paul’s ministry, message, and concern for the people in Thessalonica?

¢ How did he feel about leaving and seeing them again (1 Thess. 2:17-20; 3:9-10)?

¢) Underline the reasons that the world so often hates the gospel and believers.

o Luke 6:22 Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and
reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. NIV

e John 3:19-20 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness
instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will
not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. NIV

e John 7:7-8 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because | testify that what it does is
evil. NIV

e John 15:18-19 "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to
the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but | have
chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.” NIV

d) Why is knowing scripture so important?

¢ Romans 10:17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is
heard through the word about Christ. NIV

e 2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a worker who does not
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth. NASB

e 2 Timothy 3:15-17 And that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are
able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. *® All scripture
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness, *’ that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped
for every good work. NKJV

e Psalm 19:7-8 The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul.
The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple.
8 The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart.
The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. NIV

o Matthew 22:29 Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or
the power of God.” NIV

e 2 Timothy 4:2—4 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct,
rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. * For the time will come
when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will
gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to
hear. * They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. NIV
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Day 2
In Athens. Read Acts 17:15-21

. Where did the Bereans take Paul (17:15)? What did he find there and how did he feel about it
(17:16)?

FYI: greatly distressed/provoked “paroxuno (3947), ‘to sharpen...is used metaphorically,
signifying ‘to rouse to anger, to provoke™ (Vine 1985, 496).

Full of idols: “Pausanius, who visited Athens fifty years later, said it was easier to meet a god or
goddess on the main street of Athens than to meet a man. This was statistically true because the
population was 10,000, but there were 30,000 statues of gods...

‘greatly ‘destressed’ literally means this was paroxysm. He was angry about a lie. Every idol
demonstrated the Athenian’s’ hunger for God, but it also testified to their spiritual emptiness.
Ignorant of the true God, the Athenians were lost!” (Hughes 1996, 230).

2. With Luke possibly in Philippi, and Timothy and Silas in Athens, what ministry did Paul do by
himself (17:17)? What groups of people was he reaching? What would you say about his
courage and spirit?

FYI: “Paul experienced a mixture of righteous indignation for the name of God and broken hearted
compassion for the people who worshiped false gods. He was motivated by love for God and
neighbor...Paul ‘reasoned’ with the people. Rather than allowing his feelings to lead him to angrily
take a sledgehammer to the idols, he—in holy love—engaged the people, listened to and heard
them, dialogued with and debated with them. That takes gentleness and compassion” (Merida
2017, 246-247).

. What did the Epicureans and Stoic philosophers think of Paul’s teaching (17:18)? What does
this say about their ignorance of God?

FYI: babbler (17:18) “G4691 spermologos; a seed—picker (as the crow), i.e. (figuratively) a
sponger, loafer (specifically, a gossip or trifler in talk” (Strong 2009, 1670).

“Used of a man hanging around the markets picking up scraps of food that fell from carts, and so
of those who picked up scraps of wisdom from others” (Allen 1990, 153).

“The Epicureans believed that everything happens by chance, and death is the end—extinction
with no afterlife. They believed there are gods, but those gods have nothing to do with the world.
...The Stoics were pantheists, believing that everything is god and that whatever happened to them
was their destiny. Consequently, they sought to live with apathy and detachment —fatalistic
resignation. Together, these two philosophies represented the popular pagan alternatives for
dealing with the plight of humanity apart from Christ. ..Both were highly intellectual, and both
lacked divine validation...The Athenian mind—set was always in pursuit of the nouveau, the
dazzling, the sensational, the whim of the hour” (Hughes 1996, 231-232).

“Stott says, ‘To oversimplify, it was characteristic of Epicureans to emphasize chance, escape and
the enjoyment of pleasure, and of the Stoics to emphasize fatalism, submission and the endurance
of pain’ (Message of Acts, 281). In other words, one group said, ‘If it feels good, do it; there are no
consequences,’ while the other group said, ‘Grin and bear it; there’s nothing you can do about it
anyway.” Both world views were hopeless and meaningless” (Merida 2017, 252).
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. How sincere do you think they were in asking Paul about his teaching (17:19-20)?

¢ What type of quest for knowledge did the Athenians have (17:21)? Compare Proverbs
18:2.

FYI: “Mars’ hill. Same as ‘Areopagus’...This hill near the Acropolis was
probably used in Paul's day by a council that formally evaluated new
religious or moral philosophies. ‘Ares’ was the Greek god of war,
corresponding to ‘Mars’ in Rome” (Morris 1995, 1208).

5. In the following verses, mark what is said about the wisdom of this world.

¢ Jeremiah 8:9 The wise will be put to shame; they will be dismayed and trapped. Since they
have rejected the word of the LORD, what wisdom do they really have? NIV

e 1 Corinthians 1:19-20 For it is written: “| will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence
of the intelligent | will frustrate.” Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? NIV

e 1 Corinthians 3:19-20 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is
written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness.” And again, “The Lord knows that the
thoughts of the wise are futile.” NIV

O3 Applying the Word: What do you think are some of the most effective ways you can appeal
to unbelievers who have no background or understanding of the gospel?


https://biblehub.com/jeremiah/8-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/1-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/3-19.htm
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions
a) What characteristics of unbelief did Paul warn against?

e Colossians 2:8

e 1 Timothy 4:1-2

e 1 Timothy 6:20-21
e 2 Timothy 3:4-5,7

e 2 Timothy 4:3-4

Jude 1:18-19

b) See the articles:

e “Acts 17 Evangelism” https://answersingenesis.org/gospel/evangelism/acts-17-
evangelism/

o “Exposing the Underlying Worldview: Acts 17” https://answersingenesis.org/bible-
guestions/exposing-the-underlying-worldview-acts-17/



https://biblehub.com/colossians/2-8.htm
https://answersingenesis.org/bible-questions/exposing-the-underlying-worldview-acts-17/
https://answersingenesis.org/bible-questions/exposing-the-underlying-worldview-acts-17/

Acts 17

Day 3
Paul's Speech in Athens. Read Acts 17:22-25

. As Paul began speaking, how did he establish a connection with his listeners (17:22—-23)?

What problem did Paul say they showed in worshipping an unknown God (17:23b)? How
interested do you think they became?

FYI: ignorance “G50 agnoeo; not to know (through lack of information or intelligence); by
implication, to ignore (through disinclination): (be) ignorant” (Strong 2009, 1599).

“Compare Christ’'s admonition to the Samaritan woman at the well: “Ye worship ye know not what:
we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews’ (John 4:22). Some of the Samaritans, as
well as some Greeks and animists, seem to desire intuitively to worship the true God, but do so in
ignorance, not having access to the revealed Word of God” (Morris 1995, 1208).

. Where did Paul start in explaining the one true God to unbelievers (17:24a)? Compare 14:15.
Why is that a powerful place to start with an unbeliever?

How does that compare to how he began his preaching in synagogues? See Acts 9:20 and
13:5,17.

FYI: “Lord of heaven and earth. This message to the pagan intellectuals at Athens can be
considered as typical of Paul's method with people who did not already know and respect the
Scriptures, just as his message in the synagogue at Pisidian Antioch can be considered typical of his
approach to those who did (Acts 13:16—41). In the one case, he began with God’s witness in creation,
in the other with Scriptures; in both cases, he ended with Christ and the resurrection, urging his
hearers to believe...

Like all other Greek and Roman philosophies of the day, Epicureanism and Stoicism were based

on an evolutionary world view. The Epicureans were essentially atheists, like modern Darwinists,
whereas the Stoics were pantheists, much like modern New Age evolutionists. Both believed in an
infinitely old space/time/matter universe, and both rejected the concept of an omnipotent
transcendent Creator. On the popular level, both were expressed in terms of polytheism, astrology
and spiritism, with the many gods and goddesses essentially being personifications of natural

forces and systems. Both would naturally be strongly opposed to Biblical Creationist Christianity”
(Morris 1995, 1208).

3. Since God created everything, what does that say about earthly buildings or temples (17:24b)?

Compare what God said in Isaiah 66:1-2.

What did Solomon admit at the dedication of the first temple (1 Kings 8:27)?
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. From 17:25, why doesn’'t God need human “hands” or power (17:25)? See Psalm 50:10-12.
What did their idolatrous worship of many gods often demand of people?

5 1In

What did Jesus say in John 15:5?

FYI: “This must have sounded strange to his hearers who thought that the gods needed their
offerings for complete happiness. In other words the real God was self-sufficient and is the source
of life, breath, and everything. In saying this Paul rises above all the Greek philosophers and their
ideas” (Allen 1990, 156).

the following verses, mark what impresses you about God’s power compared to ours.

Romans 11:33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! NIV

Job 26:7-8,14 He spreads out the northern skies over empty space; he suspends the earth
on nothing. ® He locks the waters in his clouds, and the clouds do not burst with the weight
of them..."* Indeed, these are but the outer fringes of his ways! How faint is the whisper we
hear of him! But who can understand the thunder of his power?” NET

Psalm 145:3 Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; His greatness no one can fathom.
NIV

Isaiah 55:9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. NIV

Psalm 147:4-5 He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name.
® Great is our Lord and mighty in power; His understanding has no limit. NIV

Isaiah 40:28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the
Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no
one can fathom. NIV

O3 Applying the Word: Where do you see beliefs of pantheism (the ideas that the matter and

laws of the universe are equivalent to God) and/or polytheism (the belief in many different
gods) in our culture today? What did you learn from the way Paul addressed these things?


https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/passage/?q=psalms+147:4-5
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) What is said about God and created things in:
e Romans 11:36

e Colossians 1:16-17
e Hebrews 1:3a.

b) Read Isaiah 40:6-31 and record meaningful passages that describe God’s power and love.

¢) Underline key ideas about God’s power in our lives.

o Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, NIV

o 2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through
our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. NIV

¢ Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose. NIV

e Philippians 4:13,19 | can do all this through him who gives me strength...** And my God will
meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. NIV
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Day 4
Paul's Speech in Athens (continued). Read Acts 17:26—-34

. Besides being the creator and sustainer of life, how personally involved has God been with
mankind (17:26) throughout the ages? See Jeremiah 27:5.

o How does that compare with the Stoics’ fatalistic resignation and the Epicureans’
uninterested, detached gods? How might this have sounded to them? Do you think they
saw it as hopeful or unsettling?

FYI: “The concept of ‘race’ has no basis in Scripture; all men are descended from Adam, through
Noah, and thus all are members of only one race—the human race. The term ‘race,’ as ordinarily
used, is strictly an evolutionary concept, with ‘race’ understood as a sub-species in the process of
evolving into a new species. There is no observational scientific evidence for such evolutionary
transformations, among either men or animals...

In ways unknown, yet real, God raises nations up and puts them down, as He will (note
Deuteronomy 32:7-9; Daniel 2:20-21; etc.), in accordance with their faithfulness to His respective
purposes for them. “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD” (Psalm 33:12). ‘The wicked
shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God’ (Psalm 9:17)” (Morris 1995, 1209).

“’God’s independence doesn’t mean disengagement. God is intimately involved in the lives of
humankind, the pinnacle of His creation. God , in fact, created diverse ethnic groups from one
man (cf. Gen. 5; 10)). This means that the diversity in the human family is God’s design! He
delighted in creating people of different ethnicities” (Merida 2017, 255).

. What is God’s hope for all people (17:27)? What does that say about God’s interest and

involvement with all people? See Psalm 139. o
Digging Deeper

For other verses on
God’s control and

. . . understanding of
3. What idea do the words “live and move and exist” say about the creation see: Job

connection we have with God (7:28)? 12:10; John 1:3, and
Colossians 1:16-17

¢ How close is God’s relationship with us (17:28b)? Compare 1 John
3:1. What dignity does that give to mankind? (What effect do you

think quoting one of their own poets had on the Athenians?)

. Based on these facts about God, how did Paul take them from a philosophical debate to a
personal challenge with:

e Their thinking (17:29)7?

e Their hearts (17:30)?
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. What would they be facing if they did not repent of their idolatry (17:31a)? See John 5:22,27-29.

e How could they know this was true (17:31b)?

6. What mixed reaction was there to Christ’s resurrection (17:32)?

¢ How do you account for such different responses? (See 1 Corinthians 1:23 and
2 Corinthians 2:16.)

FYI: repent because...He will judge the world “Everything is fine as long as we remain
theoretical, but when we call for actions, men begin to shift their posture and look at their watches.
Seeing their accountability to the true God makes many uncomfortable” (Hughes 1996, 235).

. How did Paul respond to their sneers (17:33)? Compare Matthew 13:57-58.

FYI: “When men were angry with him, Paul argued with them. When he was persecuted, he
returned again to the place of persecution. But for intellectual flippancy and moral dishonesty he
had no stomach” (Hughes 235-236).

8. In spite of this ungodly environment, what happened with some (17:34)? What does that say
about the hope of knowing the Lord even with a background full of anti-God indoctrination?

¢ How do you think Paul responded to these people? What honor did God give them?

O3 Applying the Word: Who is in your “marketplace”? What do you learn from Paul about how
to approach them and what to discuss, or not discuss, with them?

[ Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small-group
discussion that changed your thinking and/or encouraged your heart?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) Fill in information on the chart “Paul’'s 2" Missionary Journey,” about Paul’s ministry in
Athens.

b) Why are people who do not have God’s revealed Word, still responsible for acknowledging
Him? See Romans 1:18-25.

c) Of what can we be sure? See 2 Timothy 2:19 and Ephesians 1:4.

d) What do the following say about the heart of God for every person?
e Matthew 18:12-14

e 2 Peter 3:9

e 1 Timothy 2:4


https://biblehub.com/1_timothy/2-4.htm
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