“So the word of the Lord

grew mighﬁ[y and prevailed.”

Acts19:20 NK]J

After ministering in Athens, Paul goes to Corinth. When the Jews there oppose his teaching, he turns and
ministers to the Gentiles in the city and many believe. The Lord speaks to Paul in a vision assuring him of
his protection, so Paul remains in Corinth for 1-Y years in spite of Jewish opposition.

Before leaving Corinth Paul makes a vow. On his return trip to Antioch, he visits Ephesus and then the
church in Jerusalem, probably fulfilling his vow at that time.

Paul starts out on his third missionary journey. A missionary named Apollos is helped by Priscilla and Aquilla
to understand the way of God more accurately.

In Ephesus, Paul ministers for more than two years. God does amazing miracles through him and many
come to believe. Those who practiced sorcery burn their magic books publicly.
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Acts 18:1 —19:20

Day 1
In Corinth. Acts 18:1-11

. How did Paul find support when he came to Corinth (18:1-3)? Compare 1 Corinthians 9:7-14.

e What do you learn about Aquila and Priscilla from Romans 16:3—4 and 1 Corinthians
16:19?

2. From 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, what state of mind was Paul in when he came alone to Corinth?

e Why do you think Paul often went to large city-centers?

FYI: “Corinth was the political and commercial center of Greece...It had a reputation of great
wickedness and immorality. A temple to Aphrodite...had been built on the large hill behind the city.
Int this popular religion, people worshiped the goddess by giving money to the temple and taking
part in sexual acts with male and female temple prostitutes. Paul found Corinth a challenge and a
great ministry opportunity” (Life Application Study Bible 1996, 1739).

“It is significant that it was from this city that Paul wrote his Roman letter; and when one reads his
description of Gentile corruption in that Roman letter, one has almost certainly a mirror of what he
found in Corinth. (Romans 1:22—-32)” (Morgan)” (Guzik 2023).

. With whom, where and when did Paul minister at first (18:4)? What changed (18:5)?

FYI: “Timothy Keller helpfully says Athens was like Boston, an intellectual center; Corinth was like
New York City, a commercial center; Ephesus was like Los Angeles, a popular culture and occult
center; and Rome was like Washington, DC; it was the political center (Evangelism,161)” (Merida
2017, 263).

4. Besides the encouragement of Silas and Timothy coming and being with him and helping, what
else did they bring?

e 1 Thessalonians 3:6—-10

e 2 Corinthians 11:9

» What does this say about the partnership of believers in the ministry?


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Romans+1.22-32&t=NKJV
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. What message did Paul preach to the Jews (18:5b)?

¢ How did the Jews react to Paul’s teaching and how did he respond (18:6)? Compare Acts
13:51.

6. After Paul moved next door, who accepted the gospel message (18:7-8)? What did Paul say
about these believers in 1 Corinthians 1:26.

[7. List the assurances the Lord gave Paul in 18:9-10. What do they indicate about the fears and
misgivings Paul had? What does it indicate about God'’s love for Paul?

o Consider the physical and mental pressures that Paul had endured from Philippi to Corinth so
far. What do you see as some of the emotional, spiritual, and material things in Corinth that

would have made Paul’s ministry difficult? What do you think these assurances meant to
him?

o How did Paul respond to these assurances (18:11)? What simple phrase describes his
ministry?

FYI: “Corinth was a low point in Paul’s life physically, emotionally, and even financially. But God
would not leave His tired servant low and alone. New friends—friends for the rest of Paul’s life—
await him in this city, as does a dynamic and fruitful ministry” (Swindoll 1992, G 171).

3 Applying the Word: With what struggles in your life do you think the Lord would tell you “do
not be afraid”?

What reassurances and guidance has God given you during difficult and frightening times?
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b)

[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

Consider the verses on the sheet “The Lord is my Strength” at the end of the lesson. Mark or
write down what speaks to your situation and comforts your heart.

What instruction about sexual purity did Paul give in 1 Corinthians 5:1-2 and 6:9-20? What
does this indicate about difficulties and challenges Paul had to face in Corinth?

What does the Lord say about his ability to use us to accomplish His purposes when we are weak
and struggling?

2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing
power is from God and not from us. NIV

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses,
so that Christ’s power may rest on me. '° That is why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then
| am strong. NIV

1 Corinthians 1:26—29 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were

called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many
were of noble birth.  But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. ? God chose the lowly things of this
world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, ?° so
that no one may boast before him. NIV
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Day 2
Opposition in Corinth. Read Acts 18:12-22

. What charge did the Jews bring before the proconsul of Achaia (18:12-14)? Why do you think
they went to a Roman official?

. How did Gallio react and why (18:14-16)? What tone do you read in his words and actions?

FYI: “Gallio’s name, as proconsul of Achaia, has actually been found on an inscription at Delphi in
Central Greece. He was a son of the famous rhetorician Lucius Junius Gallio and brother of the
equally famous philosopher Seneca, and was appointed proconsul of Achaia by the emperor
Claudius about A.D. 51. Corinth was the capital of Achaia, which included southern Greece, south of
Macedonia” (Morris 1995, 1201).

3. How does the way the Gentiles crowd vented their anger say about their thoughts (18:17)?
(Interestingly, what do you learn about a “Sosthenes” in 1 Corinthians 1:1.)

¢ How did Gallio react (18:17b)?

FYI: “It was not that he was indifferent to what was going on, but as he had just made clear, he
would not be involved with Jewish religious beliefs, and so he turned a blind eye to what had
happened” (Allen 1990, 161).

“Probably, both the crowd and Gallio himself were more against the Jews than they were for Paul”
(Guzik 2023).

. What did Gallio’s decision enable Paul to do (18:18a)? Compare how Peter been aided by
Gamaliel (Acts 5).

FYI: “The importance of Gallio's decision was profound...If Gallio had accepted the Jewish charge
and found Paul guilty of the alleged offense, provincial governors everywhere would have had a
precedent, and Paul's ministry would have been severely restricted. As it was, Gallio's refusal to
act in the matter was tantamount to the recognition of Christianity as a religio licita [legal and
permitted]; and the decision of so eminent a Roman proconsul would carry weight wherever the
issue arose again and give pause to those who might want to oppose the Christian movement.
Later, in the sixties, Rome's policy toward both Judaism and Christianity would be reversed. But for
the coming decade or so, the Christian message could be proclaimed in the provinces of the
empire without fear of coming into conflict with Roman law” (Longenecker)” (Gaebelein 1981,
486).

5. What do you learn about Paul’s trip to Ephesus with Priscilla and Aquila in 18:18-19a?

FYI: keeping a vow “For some reason, Paul had apparently taken a Nazarite vow, not cutting his
hair until the duration of the vow was finished. Possibly it was a vow of thanks for God’s promise of
protection (Acts 18:10). Although this was strictly a Jewish institution (Numbers 6), Paul often made
an effort to retain his Jewish identity, hoping thereby to reach the Jews more effectively ( | Corinthians
9:19-20; Acts 16:3; 21:18-26)" (Morris 1995, 1210).
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6. Where did Paul being ministering and what kind of a reception did he receive in Ephesus (18:19-
20)?

e What did Paul promise (18:21)? Compare Acts 19:1.
. Where did Paul go and what ministry did he do after leaving Ephesus (18:22—-23a)? What do you

think this time in Antioch meant to him?

3 Applying the Word: Although, the Jewish Nazirite vow is unfamiliar to us today, what are
some ways that you can regularly practice an attitude of gratitude and devotion to the Lord?
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a)

b)

[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions
Fill in information on the chart “Paul’s 2" Missionary Journey” about Paul’s ministry in Corinth,

Ephesus and his return to Antioch

Review the ways that God brought help, assurances, and protection to Paul in Corinth.
o 182

e 185

18:7-8

18:9-10

18:12-17

List the false charges that people brought against Paul and others.

Acts 16:20-21 throwing our city into an uproar; advocating customs unlawful for us

e Acts 17:6-7
e Acts 18:13
e Acts 19:26

e Acts 21:21, 28

e Acts 24:5-6

e Acts 25:7
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Day 3
Paul’s Third Missionary Journey. Read Acts 18:23-19:7

. From Paul’s actions at the start of his third missionary journey, what would you say about his heart
for growing/discipling believers (18:23)? See Galatians 4:19.

. List Apollos’s attributes from 18:24—25. What picture does this give you of him?

FYI. fervent (18:25) “Strong’s #2204 zeo: ‘to be hot, to boil' (Eng. ‘zeal is akin), is metaphorically
used of ‘fervency’ of spirit” (Vine 1985, 233).

. How do you think Apollos’s understanding of the Lord from the Old Testament and from John’s
ministry (Mark 1:4,7-8) be lacking?

FYI: “Because Apollos knew of the work of John the Baptist, it is likely that he preached that the
Messiah had come and we must respond to him, but he probably had little knowledge of the full
person and work of Jesus Christ” (Guzik 2023).

. How did Priscilla and Aquila help Apollos (18:26)? What do you observe about their manner of
instruction?

o How did the brethren encourage him (18:27a)? Why do you think he may have wanted to
go to Achaia (Corinth)?

5. What happened to Apollos’s ministry (18:27b—28)? Compare 18:5 and 17:3.

Paul in Ephesus

6. What did Paul sense in some disciples at Ephesus (19:1-2a)? How far did their understanding
go (1:2b)?

e How did Paul correct their understanding (19:4)? How quickly did they respond?

FYI: “Paul points out that John’s baptism was one of repentance, not necessarily faith unto
salvation. John’s message pointed to Jesus, but did not take men there itself” (Guzik 2023).

“The disciples of John at first had some external form of religion, but until Paul told them about the
gospel, they had not been changed truly and internally” (Merida 2017, 284).
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. What happened (19:5-6)? Compare Acts 2:11b.

FYI: “These men...believed, were baptized, received the Holy Spirit, spoke in tongues and
prophesied in rapid order. There was no waiting or seeking, and the evidence of tongues and
prophecy was an assurance that they were linked to the same body as those believers at
Pentecost...We do not need an Acts 19 experience in order to fill any spiritual void in our lives. We
can know God’s fullness of power without speaking in tongues or prophesying, for He has already
‘blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ’ (Eph. 1:3b),...In [this]
passage it was not the receiving of the Holy Spirit that was essential but the basis of salvation—
faith in Jesus Christ alone” (Swindoll 1992, S 23).

“This was a mini—Pentecost. We see the Pentecost experience four times in the book of Acts: to
Jewish believers in Jerusalem, to the Samaritans through Philip, to the Gentiles by Peter, and here
to dispersed Jews through Paul” (Hughes 1996, 250).

8. What does Priscilla and Aquila’s experience with Apollos, and Paul’s experience with the group
of disciples in Ephesus say about how quickly God’s truth can be lost or misunderstood? Even
with today’s instant communication and access to the Bible, why do you think this is still true?

3 Applying the Word: What was one of the biggest misunderstandings or gaps in
understanding that you have had about God?



Acts 18:1-19:20 10

a) See the map: “Paul’'s 3" Missionary Journey.” https://ibiblemaps.com/paul-3rd-journey/ %{E

[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

e

b) What controversies in Corinth did Paul address concerning himself and Apollos (1 Corinthians
3:3-5)?

How did he commend Apollos’ ministry? (1 Corinthians 3:6,9; 16:12)

¢) In the following, mark what is said about the reasons or ways of growing in grace and
knowledge of Christ?

2 Timothy 3:14-15 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become
convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, *> and how from

infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. NIV

Ephesians 4:11-15 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the
pastors and teachers, *2to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of

Christ may be built up * until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son
of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
“Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here
and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their
deceitful scheming. *° Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every
respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. NIV

2 Peter 3:17-18 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your
guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your
secure position. * But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. NIV

Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the

pioneer and perfecter of faith... NIV

Romans 12:1-2 And so, dear brothers and sisters, | plead with you to give your bodies to
God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he
will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. > Don’t copy the behavior and
customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way
you think. Then you will learn to know God'’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and
perfect. NLT
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Day 4
Battling the Darkness in Ephesus. Read Acts 19:8-20

. Where, for how long, and what Paul teach in Ephesus (19:8)?

¢ Why did he change locations (19:9)? What does this indicate about the level of this
opposition? What did say about this Acts 20:19.

2. For how long did Paul minister in a public lecture hall and how large was the outreach through
these teachings (19:10)? What do you think about the benefit of Paul’s planting churches in
city centers like Ephesus?

FYI: “The gospel changed lives then, and it does so today. God has always used the intense
preaching of the Word to stimulate spiritual awakening...Intense preaching of the Christ-exalting
Scriptures transformed the city of Ephesus...Just keep explaining and applying it—in small groups,
in large groups, one-on-one, in lecture halls, in homes, under a tree in Ethiopia, or anywhere else.
For hearing it really does ‘renew one’s life’ (Psalm 29:7)” (Merida 2017, 290).

. How dramatically did God display his power through Paul (19:11-12)? Compare Mark 6:56.

FYI: “Ephesus was the waterhole for every kind of magician, witch, clairvoyant, and criminal. Con
artists, murderers, and perverts all found the climate of Ephesus unusually agreeable. That city
was the Dark Castle of Asia Minor...

God, at this critical juncture in the church’s history, being a God of incredible patience and grace,
met these people on their own level with bona fide miracles, accommodating Himself to their
uninstructed faith.” (Hughes 1996, 254,256).

4. What did some Jews try to do with the name of Jesus (19:13-14)? Why do you think they were
trying to imitate Paul?

¢ What did the demons’ response show about the authority of these men (19:15)? What was
happening to the forces of darkness? See Mark 3:22-27.

FYI: “Exorcism was a common trade, and the best exorcists were thought to know the names of the
more powerful spirits. It was also commonly believed that the Jewish priests had access to the
secret name of the God of Israel...and thus had special power over the spirit world. So it was very
natural for renegade Jewish exorcists to add Jesus’ name to their incantations” (Hughes 1996, 257).

“At that time, there were Jewish exorcists who practiced their trade with a lot of superstition and
ceremony. Here, a group of itinerant Jewish exorcists tried to imitate what they thought was
Paul’s formula for success...The Jewish exorcists failed because they had no personal
relationship with Jesus. They only knew that Jesus was the God of Paul, not their own God.”
(Guzik 2023).
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. How did the people react to this event (19:17)?

o List the ways that they acted on their change of heart (19:18-19).

FYI: “Books were written on scrolls of parchment or papyrus reed. Every town had its sorcerers,
astrologers, and exorcists selling their services to cast a spell, mix a love—potion, read a
horoscope, or drive out a demon of illness. Ephesus was known as the source of some of the best
spells; magical books were known in Greek as ‘Ephesian letters.” (Lee-Thorp 1987,165).

“These books and scrolls full of magic charms, amulets and incantations were well known in
Ephesus, and they were valuable” (Guzik 2023).

“These pieces of silver were drachmas. One drachma represented about a day’s wage, so
multiply the average daily wage in your area time fifty thousand, and you’ll have our dollar
equivalent. That was an expensive fire!” (Swindoll 1992, S 31).

6. Summarize what happened with the ministry in Ephesus.
e 19:10 all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.

e 1011
e 19:17
e 19:20

3 Applying the Word: What types of things do you think people might get rid of when coming
to an understanding and conviction about God’s power versus the power of Satan?
e.g. games, images, charms...

It has been said: “Evil has no power over you, it only has the power you give it.” Do you have
any magical/occultic practices or superstitious thoughts that you need to renounce? What is
a step you can take to trust in God instead of your patterns of self—sufficiency for control and
protection?

LA Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small-group
discussion that changed your thinking and/or encouraged your heart?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) Listinformation from 19:10 and 19:20 on the chart: “The Word of the Lord Spreads.”

b) When writing to the Ephesians, how did Paul describe the battle believers face in this world? See
Ephesians 6:10-18

¢) Underline Satan’s titles or the way that he operates in this world

1 Peter 5:8 Be self—controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring
lion looking for someone to devour. NIV

John 8:44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's
desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in
him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. NIV

2 Corinthians 4:4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot
see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. NIV

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading
as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.
It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. NIV

1 John 5:19 We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the
control of the evil one. NIV

Revelations 12:9 The great dragon was hurled down-that ancient serpent called the devil, or
Satan, who leads the whole world astray... NIV

Revelation 12:10b ...For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day
and night, has been hurled down. NIV

d) Mark what impresses you about the power and extent of our defense when we are in Christ.

James 4:7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. NIV

1 John 4:4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one
who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. NIV

1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind.
And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you
are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it. NIV

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not wage battle according to the
flesh, *for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the
destruction of fortresses. > We are destroying arguments and all arrogance raised against the
knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ NASB

Il Thessalonians 3:3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the
evil one. NIV

1 John 5:18 ...the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm
him. NIV
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The Lord is My Strength

Philippians 4:19 And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.
NIV

Hebrews 13:5,6 For God has said, “I will never fail you. | will never abandon you.” So we can say
with confidence, “The Lord is my helper, so | will have no fear. What can mere people do to me?”
NLT

1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is
faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will
also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. NIV

Romans 8:15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." NIV

Romans 8:26—-27 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we

ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. ?’

And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the
saints in accordance with God's will. NIV

Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have
been called according to his purpose. NIV

Romans 8:37-39 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

% For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, * Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. KJV

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. * The
weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine

power to demolish strongholds. > We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up
against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.
NIV

Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us. NIV

2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound
mind. KJV

2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. NIV

2 Thessalonians 3:3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.
NIV

Lamentations 3:22—-23 Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail.”® They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. NIV

Isaiah 26:3—4 The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.
*Trust in the LORD forever, For in Gob the LORD, we have an everlasting Rock. NASB



