
 
 
 
 
            

“You know that I did not hold back 

from proclaiming to you anything  

that would be helpful, and from  

teaching you publicly and from house to house,  

testifying to both Jews and Greeks  

about repentance toward God  

and faith in our Lord Jesus.” 

Acts 20:20–21 

 
 
 
In Ephesus, when the business of making silver shrines to Artemus is threatened by Paul’s teachings, a 
silversmith provokes a riot against the Way.  A mob seizes Paul’s traveling companions and rush into the 
theater.  Eventually the city clerk is able to quiet the crowd. 
 
Paul leaves Ephesus and travels throughout Macedonia and then stays in Greece for three months.  
Because of a plot against his life, he changes his plans to sail to Syria and travels back through 
Macedonia instead.   
 
On his return trip to Jerusalem, the disciples sail to Troas and Paul raises a young man from the dead.  
At a stopover in Miletus, Paul sends for the elders in Ephesus and says his farewell. recounting his 
ministry to them and exhorting them to shepherd their flock.   
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Acts 19:21 – 20:38 
 
 

Day 1 
Paul in Ephesus.  Read Acts 19:21–41 

 

1.  What plans did Paul make for further ministry (19:21)?  What would you say about his vision?  
Why do you think he desired to minister in Rome?   
 

 
 

 What did he write about his desires to visit believers in Romans 15:20–24?   
 
 
 
2.  What picture does 19:22 give you of the support and coordination that went on between Paul and 

his helpers/those that assisted in the ministry?   
 
 
 
 

3.  Why do you think Paul stayed longer in Asia (19:22)?  See I Corinthians 16:8–9. 

 
 

 How much longer did he stay?  See Acts 20:31.   
 
 

 

4.  What people were involved in starting a “great/major/no small disturbance” against Paul in 

Ephesus (19:23–25a)? 

 
 

 Why was Demetrius upset with Paul (19:25b)?  
 
 
 

5.  What dangers did Demetrius say Paul’s ministry might bring (19:26–27)?  How much truth do you 

think there was to his accusations?   Compare  Acts 16:16,19; 19:19. 
 
 
 
 

 
FYI:  “This tremendous temple to Diana (also known as Artemis) in Ephesus was regarded as one 
of the seven wonders of the ancient world. It was supported by 127 pillars, each 60 feet high, and 
was decorated with great sculptures. It was lost to history until it was discovered in 1869, and its 
main altar was unearthed in 1965”  (Guzik 2023). 
 

“With the silting up of the harbor, the Temple of Artemis became the primary basis for Ephesus' 
wealth and continued prosperity...Thousands of pilgrims and tourists came to it from far and near; 
around it swarmed all sorts of tradesmen and hucksters who made their living by supplying visitors 
with food and lodging, dedicatory offerings, and souvenirs. The Temple of Artemis was also a 
major treasury and bank of the ancient world, where merchants, kings, and even cities made 
deposits, and where their money could be kept safe under the protection of deity”  (Gaebelein 
1981, 503). 
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6.  How did the whole city become involved (19:28–29)?  With what were “they filled”? 

 
 
 

FYI:  “Demetrius did not have any trouble getting a crowd together because they were celebrating 
the Artemis festival (called ‘Artemesia’), a month of debauchery during which pilgrims came from 
everywhere to participate in athletic contests, drink, carouse, and have a ritual fling with 
prostitutes”  (Hughes 1996, 263). 
 

7.  Surprisingly, who were some of the people involved in keeping Paul from going into the theater 
(19:30–31)?  What do you think would have happened if one person had made a move against 
Paul? 

 
 
 

 How did Paul describe his time in Ephesus when writing to Corinth in 1 Corinthians 15:32?   
 
 

FYI:  officials of Asia “G775 Asiarches; an Asiarch or president of the public festivities in a city of 
Asia Minor”  (Strong 2009, 1610). 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

8.  How did the crowd respond to the attempt by the Jews of the city make a defense (19:33–34)? 
 
 
 

FYI:  “Alexander wanted to make sure that the mob knew that the Jews did not approve of Paul 
either; but he accomplished nothing before the angry crowd... 
‘The noise must have been deafening.  The acoustics of the theater are excellent even today and 
at that time were even better because of bronze and clay sounding vessels placed throughout the 
auditorium’ (Williams)”  (Guzik 2023). 
 

9.  Who was able to finally calm the crowd?  In your own words, what arguments did he use?  
 

 19:35–36 
 
 

 19:37 
 
 

FYI:  “Considering Rome’s iron–fisted attitude towards such civil disorder, things were rapidly 
getting out of hand”  (Guzik 2023). 

 

10.  What sensible options did the city clerk present (19:38–39)?   

 
 
 

 What warning did he give (19:40)? 
 
 

 How effective were his arguments (19:41)?  What do you think about the Lord using an 
unbelieving city clerk to rescue Paul and the believers?   
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   Applying the Word:  In what ways does being a Christian cost you emotionally, socially, or 

financially?  Are there any situations where your faith affects your business and investments?  
What might the Lord be calling you to lay aside to serve Him more?     

 
 
 

 What picture does this episode in Ephesus give you of Paul’s faith and trust in God and the 
courage and peace that brings?  See Isaiah 26:3–4. 
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

a) Fill in the first two rows of the chart “Paul’s 3rd Missionary Journey.” 
 
b) (It is believed that Paul wrote 1 Corinthians during this time  in Ephesus.)  See I Corinthians 

16:1–11 for Paul’s personal instructions and wishes he sent to the Corinthians ahead of his trip 
to Achaia (Greece).   

 
 
 
 
 

 See 2 Corinthians 1:8–9, for descriptions of the animosity Paul faced in Ephesus and the 
hope he had.   

 
 
 
 

c) From a letter written later to the  Ephesians: 
 

 How did Paul describe their state before they knew Christ (Ephesians 2:1–3)? 
 
 
 

 What profound transformation occurred in their lives (2:4-10)? 
 
 

 
 

 What did he pray for them (Ephesians 1:17–19)? 
 
 
 

d) In Ephesians 4, what are some key instructions Paul gave the Ephesians about the way to live? 
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Day 2 

In Macedonia and Greece.  Read Acts 20:1–12 
 

1.  What did Paul do after the uproar in Ephesus (20:1)?  Cross reference 19:21. 
 
 
 

2.  How did Paul minister to the places he had visited on his second missionary journey (20:2)?   
(Paul may have written the letter to Romans during this time.)  How far west may Paul have 
gone (Romans 15:19)? 

 
 
 

  Why did he need to change his plans for the trip back (20:3)?   
 
 

FYI:  (20:2) exhortation/encouragement  “NT:3870 parakaleo; “to admonish, exhort; to beg, 
entreat, beseech; to console, to encourage and strengthen by consolation, to comfort... to instruct, 
teach”  (https://www.biblestudytools.com/kjv/acts/20.html). 

 

3.  Who accompanied Paul (20:4)?  What kind of representation did this give the different areas?  

 
 
 

 Can you think of reasons for why these groups of men often split up (20:5)?  How do you 
picture the community and the kind of conversations these men had as they traveled?    

 
 
 

4.  Why did Paul make this trip back to Jerusalem (Romans 15:25–28)? 
 
 
 

 What concerns and prayer requests did he have about going back to Jerusalem (Romans 
15:30–32)? 

 
 
 
 

FYI:  “These traveling companions of Paul were probably representatives from other churches who 
had sent money with Paul to Jerusalem. They were also present as ambassadors from the churches 
Paul has founded among the Gentiles, and were there to vouch for Paul’s good stewardship in regard 
to the collection destined for Jerusalem. 
Aristarchus and Secundus both came from Thessalonica. Aristarchus’ name was connected 
with aristocracy, the ruling class. It’s likely that he came from a wealthy and powerful 
family. Secundus was a common name for a slave. It meant ‘Second.’  Slaves were often not called 
by their true names, and the first–ranking slave in a household would often be called Primus. The 
second–ranking slave was often called Secundus”  (Guzik 2023). 
 

“There is no mention of any one from Corinth, but possibly the Corinthians contribution was entrusted 
to Titus and two other brethren sent by Paul to Corinth to receive it”  (Allen 1990, 177). 
 

“This group of men made a sort of traveling seminary.  Class was always in session as they walked 
along discussing the Scriptures with the Apostle.  And Paul’s life was always on display, exemplifying 
how to be accessible to others—this made his teaching real”  (Swindoll 1992, S 46). 
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5.   Who sailed with Paul from Philippi (20:6)?  Note the “us” and “we” in 20:5–6.  (Although Titus is 

not in the list of men accompanying Paul, some believe that Titus was Luke’s brother and would 
have been included in the “we.”) 

 
 
 

FYI:  “From 20:5 through the end of Acts, Luke's narrative gives considerable attention to ports of 
call, stopovers, and time spent on Paul's travels and includes various anecdotes. It contains the 
kind of details found in a travel journal, and the use of ‘we’ in 20:5–15; 21:1–18; and 28:16 shows 
its eyewitness character”  (Gaebelein 1981, 508). 
 

In Troas 
 

6.  How did Paul minister to the people in Troas (20:7)?  
 
 

FYI:  “This is the first certain example we have of Christians making a practice to gather together on 
the first day of the week for fellowship and the word – though here, it seems they gathered in the 
evening, because Sunday was a normal working day for them”  (Guzik 2023).  

 

7.  What happened during Paul’s talk and what did Paul do (20:8–10)?  Compare 9:40. 

 
 
 

 What do you think Paul might have talked about (20:11) after that?  With what thought did this 
section open and close (20:1–2 and 20:12)?   

 
 
 

   Applying the Word:   Who has encouraged and urged you to try new 

endeavors in your walk with the Lord?  What did that mean to you?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Digging Deeper 
For other occasions of 
raising the dead see:      
1 Kings 17:17–24; Luke 
7:11–17; John 11:38–44; 
Acts 9:36–41 
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

a) Fill in the 3rd and 4th rows of the chart “Paul’s 3rd Missionary Journey.” 
 
b) What encouraging words did Paul have for believers in: 
 

 1Thessaloninans 1:3, 6–10 
 
 
 

 2 Thessalonians 1:3–4 
 
 
 

 Philippians 4:14–19 
 
 
 
c) in the following verses, mark how we should we encourage each other. 
 

 Ephesians 4:29  Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what 
is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who 
listen.  NIV 

 

 Romans 14:19  Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual 
edification.  NIV 

 

 Romans 15:1–4 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to 
please ourselves. 2 Each of us should please our neighbors for their good, to build them 
up. 3 For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who 
insult you have fallen on me.”  NIV 

 

 Hebrews 10:23–25 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised 
is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  NIV 

 

 Proverbs 12:25 Anxiety weighs down the heart, but a kind word cheers it up.  NIV 
 
d) Read through the following prayers of Paul for believers.   Underline anything you would love to 

have others pray for you.   
 

 Philippians 1:9–11  And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may 
be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.  NIV 
 

 Ephesians 1:15–18  For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord 
Jesus and your love for all God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for 
you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you 
may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that 
you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in  
his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe...  NIV  
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 2 Thessalonians 1:11–12  With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may 
make you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every 
desire for goodness and your every deed prompted by faith. 12 We pray this so that the 
name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of 
our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  NIV 
 

 Ephesians 3:14–19  For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may 
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 
love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and 
long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  NIV 

 

 Colossians 1:9–11  For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not 
stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his 
will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a 
life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, 
growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his 
glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience.  NIV 

 

 Philemon 4–6   I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I 
hear of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints. 6 I pray that the faith you 
share with us may deepen your understanding of every blessing that belongs to you in 
Christ.  NET 

 

 1 Thessalonians 3:11–13  Now may God our Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our 
way to you. 12 And may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another 
and for all, just as we do for you, 13 so that your hearts are strengthened in holiness to be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  
NET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/philemon/1-5.html
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Day 3 
Paul Meets with Elders from Ephesus.  Read Acts 20:13–27 

 

1.   Why do you think Paul may have wanted to go alone from Troas to Assos? 20:13 
 
 
 

 What was Paul feeling pressed to do (20:14–16)?   
 

 
 

FYI:  Note: There are fifty days between Passover and Pentecost, and it is estimated that 2½  to 3 
weeks had already passed (5 days crossing the Aegean, seven in Troas, 5–10 traveling to Miletus).  
Paul still needed to sail across the Mediterranean to Caesarea and then travel by land to Jerusalem. 

  
2.   How did Paul meet with the Ephesian elders (30 miles away)?  What did he say that they knew 

about his ministry (20:17–19)?  This is the only address given to leaders in the churches in the book of 
Acts.  Consider what this group with whom he had spent three years would mean to him. 

 

 
 
 

 What do the terms “humility”, “tears”, and “trials” indicate about Paul? 

humility – trusting in God; obedient, not proud... 

 
 
 
 
 

3.  How did Paul show integrity in his teaching (20:20)?  How personal was 

his teaching and involvement with the people? 
 
 
 

 What basic doctrinal truth did Paul preach (20:21)? 

 
 
4.    What did and didn’t Paul know about his future (20:22–23,25)?   

 
 
 

 Why didn’t this trouble him (20:24a)?   
 
 
 
5.  List the phrases describing what Paul declared/testified/preached? 
 

 20:24b 

 
 20:25 

 
 20:27 

 

Digging Deeper 
What issues caused Paul 
“anguish/tears”? 
 

– Philippians 3:18–19 
 
 
 
– Romans 9:2–4  

Digging Deeper 
How did Paul state his 
involvement with 
believers in  
1 Thessalonians 1:5 
and 2:7–12 
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6.  About what did Paul declare his innocence (20:26)?  Why do you think Paul felt the need to 

defend himself?  
 
 
 

7.  Why could Paul have a clear conscience toward the Ephesians (20:26–27)? Cross–reference 

18:6.  (Compare Ezekiel 33:1–6.) 
 
 
 
 
8.  What do you think Paul’s statements that he “preached the whole purpose/will/counsel of God”  

(vs. 27) and “did not hesitate/shrink back /keep back anything that was helpful or profitable” (vs. 
20) indicate? 

 

did not manipulate the word, did not twist or add or subtract from its meaning, did not teach 

only what was pleasing to gain popularity... 

 
 
 
 

   Applying the Word:  Saying no to one thing may mean saying yes to another, or vice versa.   

Even Paul had to pick and choose where and when to minister.  What are important things to 
consider when you are deciding whether to say yes or no to something? 
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

a) Underline Paul’s view of life and death in the following verses. 
 

 Romans 14:7–8  For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves 
alone. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we 
live or die, we belong to the Lord.  NIV 
 

 Philippians 1:20–21  I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will 
have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by 
life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  NIV 

 

 Galatians 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 
The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 
up for me.  NIV 

 
b) What did Paul keep his focus on and his confidence in? 

 

 2 Corinthians 4:16–18  Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting 
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our 
eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what 
is unseen is eternal.  NIV 

 

 2 Timothy 1:11–12  And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a 
teacher. 12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I 
know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have 
entrusted to him until that day.  NIV 

 
c) What does Paul’s defense in 1 Thessalonians 2:2–12 indicate about the nature of some of the 

attacks by Paul’s opponents? 
 
 
 
 

d) Why might someone be tempted not to preach the “whole will/counsel” of God?  See 2 Timothy 
4:3. 

 
 

 Near the end of his life, what did Paul say in 2 Timothy 4:6–8 about the race that he had run?   
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Day 4 
Paul Exhorts the Elders.  Read Acts 20:28–38 

 

1.  What warning did Paul give the elders (20:28a)?   From whom had they received their calling?  

(From Proverbs 4:23, what do we need to guard?)  
 
 
 

 How does this compare to Paul’s charge to Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:16? 
 
 
 

FYI:  keep watch/be on guard (20:28) “G4337 prosecho; (figuratively) to hold the mind towards, 
i.e. pay attention to, be cautious about, apply oneself to, adhere to”  (Strong 2009, 1664). 
 

“The godly leader knows that effective leadership flows from a life, not just knowledge”  (Guzik 
2023). 

 

2.  Why is shepherding believers such a sacred trust (20:28b)?  Compare 1 Peter 1:18–19. 
 
 

 From 1 Peter 5:2–3, how did Peter describe this? 
 
 
 

3.  About what internal dangers did Paul warn the elders (20:29–30)?  What was the method and 

motives of these men?  How relevant is that warning for today? 
 
 
 

 Compare Jesus’s warning in Matthew 7:15–19. 
 
 
 

 
FYI:  spare “5339. pheidomai; to spare, to treat with tenderness”  (Zodhaites 1992, 1438). 
 

perverse “G1294.  diastrepho; turn or twist throughout or to distort, pervert...perverted or perverse, 
corrupt, vicious”  (Zodhaites 1992, 441). 

 

4.  How would Paul’s example help them to be on the alert/on guard (20:31)?  Compare Paul’s 

instruction to Titus (Titus 1:9).   
 
 
 
 

5.  What was the only thing that would enable them to stand strong (20:32)?   What reward was in 

view?  (For other places where believers were commended, committed, or entrusted, see Acts 13:3; 
14:23, 26; 15:40.) 

 
 
 

 How did Paul state this hope in 26:18?   
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6.  What final issue did Paul address (20:33–34)?   

 
 
 

 What are major incentives for hard work and giving (20:35)?   
 
 
 
7.  What did Paul say about greed in 1 Timothy 6:6–10? 
 
 
 

 What did he say about idleness in 2 Thessalonians 3:6–10? 
 
 
 
8.  Why do you think he stressed integrity and servanthood in ministry as his closing thoughts?  See 2 

Corinthians 2:17 and John 13:35.  
 
 
 

FYI:  It is more blessed “This particular statement is not recorded in any of the four gospels, 
though it is certainly consistent with the teachings and actions of Christ (note, e.g., Luke 14:12). 
Probably Paul had learned of this statement directly by way of his contacts with Peter or one of the 
other apostles. In any case, its inclusion in Scripture marks it as of divine truth and authority”  
(Morris 199, 1215). 
 

9.  Why was Paul’s example a trustworthy one to follow?  See 1 Corinthians 11:1. 
 
 
 

10.  What does 20:36–38 indicate about the feelings people had for Paul and his ministry? 

 
 

 
FYI:  21:1a:  torn away/parted Strong’s #645 apospao:  “to draw off or tear away"  (Vine 1985, 459)  
 

“The passive participle suggests emotional violence in the parting” (Gaebelein 1981, 516).  
 

   Applying the Word:  How does pastoral leadership differ from leadership in the business 

world? 
 
 
 

Why is a godly consistency in word and deed in a person’s life, both in and out of the public 
eye, so powerful? 
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

a) On the chart “Paul’s 3rd Missionary Journey,” fill in information on “Troas to Miletus”  
 

 
b) What picture does the idea of “shepherding” (20:28) bring to mind?  

 

 Jeremiah 3:15 
 
 

 1 Peter 5:2–3 
 
 

 John 10:11–16 
 

 
c) Underline the nature or activities of “men who distort the truth.” 
 

 Matthew 7:15–16 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them...  NIV 

 

 Matt 24:4–5 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in 
my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many.  NIV 

 

 1 Timothy 4:1–2  The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and 
follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2 Such teachings come through 
hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.  NIV 
 

 Colossians 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive 
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this 
world rather than on Christ.  NIV 
 

d) What motivates false teachers? 
 

 Titus 1:11  They must be silenced, because they are disrupting whole households by teaching 
things they ought not to teach—and that for the sake of dishonest gain.  NIV 

 

 1 Timothy 6:5  and constant friction between people of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of 
the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain.  NIV 
 

 Galatians 2:4 Now this matter arose because of the false brothers with false pretenses who 
slipped in unnoticed to spy on our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, to make us slaves. NET 
 

 2 Peter 2:3   And in their greed they will exploit you with deceptive words. Their condemnation 
pronounced long ago is not sitting idly by; their destruction is not asleep.  NET 
 

 Jude 4  For certain individuals whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly 
slipped in among you. They are ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a 
license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.  NIV 

 

 Treasured Truth:  What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small–

group discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your heart? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://biblehub.com/galatians/2-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_peter/2-1.htm
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