“After His suﬁeving,
He presented Himself to them
and gave many convincing proofs
that He was alive.

He appeared to them

over a period of forty days
and spoke about the kingdom of God.”

Acts1:3 NIV

Acts relates the history of the 30—35 years following Jesus’ death and resurrection. Its main topics include
the early ministry of the Apostles as they were empowered by the Holy Spirit, the spread and growth of
Christianity along with its opposition, the ministry of Peter to the Jews, and the ministry and missionary
journeys of Paul to the Gentiles.

Acts 1 begins with Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances and His commissioning of the apostles. Following
Jesus’ ascension, the apostles waited in Jerusalem and appointed a replacement for Judas.
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Acts 1

Day 1

Jesus’s Post—Resurrection Teachings and Appearances. Read Acts 1:1-5

1. What subject matter and time period had the author of Acts written about in the gospel of Luke,
his “former book/first account” (1:1)? See Luke 1:1-3.

e What was his purpose for writing that gospel (Luke 1:4)?

FYI: Article: Got Questions: “Who was Theophilus at the beginning of Luke and Acts?”
https://www.gotquestions.org/Theophilus-Luke-Acts.html

. What did Jesus do for His apostles after His resurrection and before His ascension (1:2)?

. How did He convince them of His resurrection (1:3a)?

¢ How long He stay with them and what did He teach them about (1:3b)? What kind of
teaching and confirmation do you think would this have been?

FYI: “forty days. As Jesus was victorious over His forty—day temptation by Satan (Luke 4:2), so
He witnessed to His disciples for forty days of His greater victory over Satan through His death and
resurrection (Hebrews 2:14-15)" (Morris 1995, 1176).

convincing proofs “tekmerion (5039); a sure sign, a positive proof...(KJV, ‘infallible proofs’)”
(Vine 1985, 492).

4. From the gospel of John, what are some “convincing proofs” the followers of Jesus saw after
His resurrection?

e John 20:3-9

20:11-18 (See also Matthew 28:1-6.)

20:19-20

20:24-29

e 21:1-6


https://www.gotquestions.org/Theophilus-Luke-Acts.html
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. When Jesus died, what did people see and experience (Matthew 27:51—53)?

@. During one appearances, what command did Jesus give to his
apostles and why (1:4-5)? Why do you think they had to wait?
Compare Luke 24:49.

FYI: “Evidently Jesus appeared at intervals coming and going from
Heaven at will, showing miraculous signs and instructing his disciples
‘about the kingdom of God” (Hughes 1996, 14).

3 Applying the Word: Which one of the evidences of Jesus’s death
and resurrection do you find most convincing?

Digging Deeper

What explanations did John
give for his baptisms in Mark
1:4 and John 1:31-34?

How did John compare his
ministry to the Lord’s in
Matthew 3:11?
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b)

d)

[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

What was Luke’s profession? See Colossians 4:14.

e From Philemon 1:24 what relationship did Luke have with Paul?
(Note the presence of Luke in the “we” passages in Acts. For example see Acts 16:10.)

From 1 Corinthians 15:5-8, who are some people that Jesus appeared to after his
resurrection?

What additional details do you learn about Jesus’ appearances from Luke 24:36-537?

e How did Jesus teach and enable them in Luke 24:27,457?

FYI: “Not only did they hear the greatest Teacher interpret the Old Testament, but they clearly
understood what He said, because He gave them that understanding!” (Allen 1990, 5).

Video: Bibleproject.com: Under “watch”, click on “New Testament Overviews”
to find Acts. https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/acts/
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Day 2
The Disciples’ Witness. Read Acts 1:6-8

. What question was on the disciples’ minds after Jesus’s death and resurrection (1:6)?
Compare Exodus 19:5-6 and Luke 19:11.

¢ How did Paul express this in Acts 26:6—77?

. How did Jesus respond to the question (1:7)? Compare Matthew 24:36—39.

e To what focus did Jesus direct them instead (1:8)? -
Digging Deeper

From Isaiah 2:2-4, 11:9
and Zechariah 14:9, what
might the disciples have
been anticipating about a
future earthly kingdom for
Israel?

FYI: “The disciples certainly knew the many Old Testament
prophecies describing the spiritual and national rebirth of Israel. The
disciples probably thought that the spiritual rebirth seemed certain, so
the national would also come” (Guzik 2023).

“Think of the apparent absurdity of a motley band of followers of an
itinerant preacher, who only had a three—year career, setting forth to
‘be witnesses unto me...unto the uttermost part of the earth.’ Yet that
is exactly what has happened!” (Morris 1995, 1176).

3. How is this witness described in the following verses?

e Acts 2:32; 3:15

e Acts 4:20

e Acts 10:39-43

e 1John 1:1-3

FYI: “To be a witness for Christ is to bring a message that is a marvel of simplicity: Jesus Christ is
God come in the flesh; he died to pay for our sins; he was resurrected; now he is exalted in
Heaven; he calls us to believe in him and so receive forgiveness of sins. This is good news. There
is nothing to join, no system to climb—just a person to receive and, in him, eternal life”

(Hughes 1996, 16).

“Ray Stedman writes:..."These early Christians never witnessed about the church at all; they
witnessed about the Lord —what He could do, how He would work, what a fantastic person He

was, how amazing His power was, and what He could do in human hearts” (Swindoll 1992, B 14).
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3 Applying the Word: In what way(s) do you feel most gifted to witness? Whose witness has
had a powerful impact on your life?

[ xtra Di&ging DccPcr Qucstions

a) From Matthew, what things did the disciples witness during Jesus’ earthly ministry?
e Matthew 4:23-24

¢ Matthew 8:1-4

¢ Matthew 9:18-19; 23-26

¢ Matthew 9:20—22

e Matthew 9:27-30

¢ Matthew 9:32-33

e Matthew 12:10-13

e Matthew 14:17-20

e Matthew 14:25 (See Mark 4:39.)

e Matthew 17:1-2
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, After His last address to the disciples, what happened to Jesus (1:9)?

Day 3

Jesus’s Ascension. Read Acts 1:9-14

Digging Deeper

See the occurrences of a
“cloud” in Exodus 13:21;
What do you think the disciples were thinking and feeling as they | 40:34-35 and Numbers

were “looking into the sky” (1:10)? 16:42.

. How did the men in white clothing assure them (1:11)? Compare Mark 13:26; 14:62.

8. After Jesus departed:

Where did the disciples go (1:12-13)? Compare 1:4.

Who else was there (1:14)?

What characterized their prayers (1:14)? What do you think they were praying about?

| FYI: Judas the son of James is also known as Thaddaeus. See Matthew 10:3 and Mark 3:18.

4. Underline the attitudes that should accompany our prayers.

5. What does the fact that women were present indicate about this

Luke 18:1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always
pray and not give up. NIV

Ephesians 6:18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. NIV

Colossians 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. NIV

group of believers? Digging Deeper

3 Applying the Word: How would you describe your individual
prayer life? — Luke 8:1-3

See the roles some women
had in Jesus’ ministry.

— Mark 15:40-41
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) In John 14-16, what had Jesus foretold about the work of the Holy Spirit?

John 14:16-18

John 14:26

John 15:26

John 16:7-8,13-15

b) What are some of the blessings that come because of Jesus’ resurrection?

c)

John 14:1-4 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in

me. > My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would | have told you that |
am going there to prepare a place for you? *And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where | am. * You know the
way to the place where | am going.” NIV

Romans 8:11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit
who lives in you. NIV

2 Corinthians 4:14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the
dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to himself. NIV

Ephesians 1:3-5 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. * For he chose
us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In

love ®he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with
his pleasure and will— °to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in
the One he loves. NIV

Ephesians 2:6—7 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus, " in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable
riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. NIV

Hebrews 7:25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him,
because he always lives to intercede for them. NIV

From the following, what do you learn about what happens when the Lord comes again?

Matthew 24:30-31

Revelation 1:7
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Day 4
Choosing a Replacement for Judas. Read Acts 1:15-26.

. What problem did Peter address in 1:16a?
¢ From Matthew 19:28, what is needed when Jesus comes again?
. What crime had Judas committed against Jesus (1:16b)? See Mark 14:43-44.

o What made Judas’ betrayal especially treacherous (1:17)? When and what had Jesus
known about him (John 6:70-71)?

3. What details about Judas’s death are given (1:18-19)? See Matthew 27:3-10.

¢ Inthe Psalms, what had been prophesized about this (1:20)?

FYI: “David, the writer of these quoted Psalms, knew what it was like to be betrayed by another.
When David was a fugitive from Saul, a man named Doeg betrayed him (1 Samuel 21-22), and
many innocent people died as a result. David may have penned these very words in reference to
this betrayer” (Guzik 2023).

“If those who betrayed King David, the psalmist behind the quoted passages, should have been
judged and replaced, how much more should the one who betrayed the Son of David experience
judgement and be replaced?” (Evans 2019, 1271).

. What qualifications did the men who chosen to take Judas’s place need to have (1:21-22)?
(Compare John 15:27.)

5. Why do you think it was important for the replacement to be a witness of Jesus’s entire earthly
ministry and His resurrection? See 1 Corinthians 15:14-19.

@. From 1:23-26, list the steps the disciples took to choose a replacement for Judas. See
Proverbs 16:33.

FYI: Drew lots: Today “we don’t need to employ such decision—making methods because we
have the Holy Spirit's voice within us and the Holy Scripture to guide us. In fact, this was the last
time God directed His people thorough this method” (Swindoll 1992, B 23).


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Matthew+27.5&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Samuel+21-22&t=NKJV
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3 Applying the Word: How does praying with a group of believers help you? How would you
compare that to private prayer?

LA Treasured Truth: (Colossians 2:2-3): What will you take away from this week’s teaching,
studying, or small—-group discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your
heart?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) What do you learn about Judas from John 12:4—6?

b) What do you learn about Judas’s betrayal from:
o Matthew 26:14-16

¢ Matthew 26: 21-25

e Matthew 26: 47-48

e John 13:18-27

c) For other situations where lots were cast, see:

e Joshua 14:1-2

e 1 Chronicles 24:5

d) The following websites give summaries of the content of Acts.

e Bible Project: https://bibleproject.com/quides/book—of—acts/

e Charles Swindoll (interesting chart):
https://insight.org/resources/bible/the—history—of—the—early—church/acts

e Bible Hub: https://biblehub.com/chaptersummaries/acts/1.htm



https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-acts/
https://insight.org/resources/bible/the-history-of-the-early-church/acts
https://biblehub.com/chaptersummaries/acts/1.htm
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