“Repent, then, and twn to God,
so that your sins may be w'qoed out,
that times of vefreshing
may come from the Lord,
and that he may send the Messiah,
who has been appointed for you—

even Jesus.”

Acts 3:19—20 N1V

A close-knit, growing community of believers is formed and the Word spreads.

Peter and John heal a lame man in the temple area and Peter preaches to the people about salvation found
in Christ.
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Acts 2:42 — 3:26

4l

Day 1
The People’s Response. Read Acts 2:42-47

List the activities of early believers given in 2:42. What would you say about this growing
community’s relationship with God and with each other? (Compare Hebrews 10:24-25.)

FYI: “The apostles...probably used the Old Testament scriptures along with the words of Christ to
feed the people.” (Swindoll 1992, B 53).

How else did God use the apostles to impact these early believers (2:43)?

e Why were they given these extraordinary gifts? See Acts 14:3.

e What did they signify? See Hebrews 6:5.

What else marked the behavior of this early church (2:44—-45)? What does this say about how
deeply the people had been convicted?

FYI: “With the influx of more than 3,000 believers, most of whom stayed in Jerusalem and didn’t
have jobs, the family of Christians had to share if they were to survive. We shouldn’t regard this as
an early experiment in communism because it was voluntary, temporary, and flawed to the extent
that the church in Jerusalem was in continual need of financial support from other churches. Also,
we don’t have any evidence this continued very long” (Guzik 2023).

“The early believers did not sell everything, as some have tried to say. Some still had houses, as
verse 4 indicates...The point is the fellowship of the early church rested on a mutual generosity
and sharing...True fellowship costs! So many people never know the joys of Christian fellowship
because they have never learned to give themselves away” (Hughes 1996, 48—-49).

What attitudes did the people have toward each other and God (2:46—47)?

e \What evangelical effect did their lives have on others (2:47b)?

FYI: “The healthy Christian is a balanced believer...Instruction was balanced with involvement,
beliefs with behavior, the vertical relationship with the horizontal, and a fear of the Lord with
fellowship with others” (Swindoll 1992, B 57).
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5. In the following, what makes this kind of unity possible and to what end?
e John 17:23

¢ Romans 15:5-6

3 Applying the Word: In what ways is do you see your relationship with others being a
reflection and outgrowth of your relationship with God? Read 1 John 4:7-12; 19-21.

(Or)
How did you feel when you were first presented with the “good news” of salvation in Christ?

When and how has a godly and loving lifestyle and attitude of a believer had an powerful
impact on your faith?
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b)

[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucs’cions

What do the following say about staying close to the Lord and following His word?

John 15:4-5

2 Timothy 3:15

Colossians 3:16-17

Psalm 119:9-11

Underline how we are to treat one another.

Ephesians 4:29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who
listen. NIV

Colossians 3 12—-13 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. ** Bear with each
other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as
the Lord forgave you. NIV

Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. NIV

Galatians 5:13-14 ...serve one another humbly in love. ** For the entire law is fulfilled in
keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself. NIV

Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds. NIV

1 Peter 4:9-10 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. *° Each of you should use
whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its
various forms. NIV

Galatians 6:2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. NIV

1 Thessalonians 5:11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in
fact you are doing. NIV
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Day 2
Healing a Lame Man. Read Acts 3:1-12
. Where did Peter and John go and why (3:1)? Cross reference Acts 3:11 and 5:12.

e How serious was the crippled man’s condition (3:2)? How well would he be known in the
community? See also 4:22.

¢ Why do you think Peter and John first asked the man to look at them (3:4-5)?

o What did Peter say he did and didn’t have (3:6a)?

2. How did Peter heal the man (3:6b—7)?

¢ What does the word “immediately/instantly” indicate about this healing? What are some
different types of healings that had to occur in the man’s body for him to walk?

FYI: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk “In Semitic thought, a name does not just
identify or distinguish a person; it expresses the very nature of his being. Hence the power of the
person is present and available in the name of the person...."the Name" (to onoma) was a pious
Jewish surrogate for God and connoted his divine presence and power” (Gaebelein 1981, 294).

3. What kind of power and authority had Jesus given to the disciples? See Matthew 10:5-8 and
Luke 9:1-2.

. What do you feel the man’s response (3:8,11a) indicates about him?

e How did the crowd respond (3:9-11)?

5. What opportunity did this give Peter (3:12)? Compare 2:14.
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3 Applying the Word: How do you think you would have felt about Peter if you had been in
the crowd?

What challenges would the healed man have faced in going forward? How has believing in
Christ and His work in your life brought new challenges? What challenges/problems has it
relieved?

[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) From the following accounts, what are some instantaneous healings Jesus did for people?
Think about the physical things that had to happen and what that looked like.

¢ Matthew 8:1-4
¢ Mark 3:1-6
e John 9:1-14

e Matthew 20:29-34

b) See Isaiah 35:4-6. What specific miracles are given as signs of Christ's coming? Why do you
think the apostles were given the ability to do the same kind of miracles as Jesus had done?

o How did Jesus answer the question by John the Baptist about his identity? See Matthew
11:2-5.
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Day 3
Peter’s Invitation to Repent. Read Acts 3:13-20

1. Where did Peter begin when instructing the people (3:13a)? Compare 2:22-24.

. List the things that Peter said the people had done to Jesus. (3:13b—-15). Digging Deeper
(Note the different titles he used for the Lord.) How bold would you say See the interaction of

Peter was being? the Romans and the
Jews in convicting

Jesus in Luke 23:13—-
25 and John 18:28-
19:16.

FYI: “This does not mean that the Jewish people of that day alone were responsible for the death
of Jesus. The Romans — Gentiles — were also responsible. The Romans would not have crucified
Jesus without pressure from the Jewish leaders, and the Jews could not have crucified Jesus
without Roman acceptance of it. God made certain that both Jew and Gentile shared in the guilt of
Jesus’ death” (Guzik 2023).

. What did Peter give as the reason for the man’s healing (3:16)? What words did Peter use to
describe his restoration?

4. What reason did Peter give for the people’s actions toward the Lord (3:17)?

e Considering Jesus’ innocence and the insistence of the people and rulers to have him put
to death (see Matthew 26:59-60), in what sense could Peter say that they acted in
“ignorance™? Compare Luke 23:34.

5. When had God known about this (3:18)?

@. What two commands did Peter give (3:19a) want what do they indicate about problems in
people’s relationship with the Lord?

FYI: Repent (3:19) Strong’s #3340 Greek: metanoeo “to think differently or afterwards,
reconsider; to change one's mind” — “Implying sorrow for unbelief and sin and a turning from them
unto God and the gospel of Christ” (Zodhiates 1992, 969).

Return/be converted Strong’'s #1994 Greek: epistrepho "to turn about, towards"

“Boice says that be converted is better translated, ‘turn to God’ — or, even better, ‘flee to God.’
Boice connects this with the imagery of the cities of refuge in the Old Testament, and thinks Peter
told them to flee to Jesus as their place of refuge” (Guzik 2023).
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. If the people turned to the Lord, what blessings could the people receive (3:19)?

e What would these “times of refreshing” bring (3:20)? What does this indicate what might
have happened at that time if the nation of Israel as a whole had recognized their Messiah?

FYI: 3:19times of refreshing. “The ‘times of refreshing’ in Acts 3:19, beginning with the first
coming of Christ, are a foreshadowing of the ‘times of restitution’ in Acts 3:21, at His second
coming. The Greek word for ‘refreshing,” used only here, literally means ‘reviving,’ or ‘breathing
again” (Morris 1995, 1181).

“In speaking of ‘times of refreshing,” Peter referred to the time when Jesus will return and rule
the earth in righteousness. Peter went so far as to say, ‘that He may send Jesus Christ,’ thus

implying that if the Jewish people as a whole repented, God the Father would send Jesus to return
in glory” (Guzik 2023).

Some interpret this as an offer for Jesus to come again at that time and set up the millennial
kingdom. See phrases such as “the time is short, near, at hand.” in letters written at that time: 1
Peter 4.7, 1 Corinthians 7:29a; James 5:8, Romans 13:11-12; 1 John 2:18.

8. What do “times of refreshing” and the "period of restoration” say about God'’s plan for the
nation? How was the lame man’s healing (3:16) a picture of what God would do for the nation
if they repented?

3 Applying the Word: What does Peter’s gracious speech and the hope offered to the people

who had crucified Jesus (3:14—16) say to you about the extent of God’s mercy, grace,
forgiveness and love?

Or

Where do you struggle believing that you are forgiven? How is that in a sense a denial of
God'’s love?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) Underline what we follow or what we are controlled by before we come to know the Lord?

Romans 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind...NIV

Ephesians 2:2-3 ...in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of
the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.
% All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. NIV

Ephesians 4:17 So | tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as
the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. NIV

Ephesians 4:22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old
self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires. NIV

2 Timothy 2:25-26 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant
them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, ?® and that they will come to their
senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. NIV

Titus 3:3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.
NIV

b) Underline the extent to which God “wipes out” (3:19) our sins.

Psalm 103:12 as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions
from us. NIV

Isaiah 38:17b In your love you kept me from the pit of destruction; you have put all my sins
behind your back. NIV

Isaiah 43:25 "I, even |, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and
remembers your sins no more. NIV

Micah 7:19 You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl
all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. NIV

John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world! NIV

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. NIV

c) What had the Lord always promised He would do if the nation of Israel had repented? See
Zechariah 1:3; Deuteronomy 4:30-31 and Isaiah 55:7.
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Day 4
The Testimony of the Prophets. Read Acts 3:21-26

=]

When had God spoken about this period of restoration of all things (3:21)?

. Who had Moses prophesied about (3:22) and what instructions had Moses given?

¢ To what “prophet like me” was Moses referring (3:22)? See John 1:45.

. What consequences were there for not heeding “that prophet” (3:23)? See also Deuteronomy
18:18-19. See what Jesus said in John 3:17-18; 8:24.

. Who else had told about these days (3:24)? Compare John 5:39.
. What promise had they been given through Abraham (3:25a)? Compare Genesis 12:2-3,
Romans 9:4-5.

¢ Whois the “seed”? See Galatians 3:16

6. How would the people be blessed through Christ’s coming (3:26)? Digging Deeper
How enduring were

these promises? See
Genesis 17:7, Luke 1:55

and Psalm 89:34-36.
3 Applying the Word: What is a major “turn about,” or change of mind,

that you made in your life because of knowing the Lord? How have
you benefited from that decision?

LA Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small-group
discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your heart?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) List the different titles Peter used of Jesus in Acts 3.

e 36

e 3:13
e 3114
e 315
e 3:18
o 3:20
o 322
o 3:26

b) How had Daniel described the Lord’s second coming (Daniel 7:9, 13-14)?

¢) From Romans 11:26-27, what will happen with Israel someday?

d) What had the Lord always promised He would do if the nation of Israel repented? See
Zechariah 1:3; Deuteronomy 4:30-31 and Isaiah 55:7.
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