
  

 

“Then Paul answered,  

‘Why are you weeping and breaking my heart?  

I am ready not only to be bound,  

but also to die in Jerusalem  

for the name of the Lord Jesus.’”   

21:13  NIV 

 
 
 
 
In Caesarea, a prophet predicts imprisonment for Paul in Jerusalem.  Fellow believers plead with Paul not to 
go, but Paul affirms his commitment even unto death. 
 

In Jerusalem, Paul is warmly received by the brethren but they warn Paul of a rumor saying that he has been 
teaching Jews to turn away from the law.  To prove this rumor false, they suggest he join with four men 
taking a vow.  Paul agrees, but when some Jews see him at the temple, they accuse him of bringing Gentiles 
into the temple with him. 
 

A stirred-up crowd drags Paul from the temple area and tries to kill him, but Roman troops intervene and 
save him from being beaten. 
 

After being arrested, Paul reveals his identity to the commander and obtains permission to speak to the 
crowd.  As Paul relates his background and conversion experience, the crowd listens, but when he reveals 
that God has sent him to the Gentiles, a riot breaks out. 
 

In order to determine the reason for the riot, the commander orders Paul to be scourged.   When Paul 
declares that he is a Roman citizen, the order is not carried out. 
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Acts 21 – 22 
 
 

 

Day 1 
Traveling to Jerusalem.  Read Acts 21:1–14 

 

1.  What impressions of traveling do you get from 21:1–3?  Why do you think Luke included such 
precise details?  

 
 
 
 

FYI: Departed “More literally, this is tore ourselves away from them (Bruce). This was not an easy 
parting. Paul poured his life and love into these leaders from Ephesus, and they loved him deeply in 
return”  (Guzik 2023). 

 

In Tyre 
 

2.  How did the disciples at Tyre feel about Paul’s trip to Jerusalem (21:4)? 

 
 

 What phrases in 19:21 and 20:22 describe the reason for Paul’s decision to go to Jerusalem? 
 
 
 
 
FYI:  “Some commentators say that the Spirit was using these disciples to tell him not to go and 
that Paul made a mistake by stubbornly going to Jerusalem anyway.  More likely, the Spirit was 
merely predicting what would happen to Paul in Jerusalem, but the disciples were misinterpreting 
those predictions as prohibitions...In the events to follow, the prophecies of his bondage and 
imprisonment will be fulfilled, as well as his dream to someday proclaim Christ in Rome.  In the 
end, as we’ll see in the chapters to come, Christ will be glorified by Paul’s unswerving 
determination to proclaim His name in Jerusalem”  (Swindoll 1992, S 66,68). 

 

In Caesarea 
 

3.  What kind of accommodations did Paul and the others have at Caesarea (21:8)?  (Cross–

reference Acts 8:40.)   
 
 
 

 How much work do you see going into the planning for these trips and the hospitality provided 
(21:4,8,16)?  How do you think the whole community may have been involved?    
 

 
 

FYI:  “Caesarea was the political capital of Judea under the Romans, 
where the procurators lived.  It was an important city and had a 
magnificent harbor”  (Allen 1990, 188). 

 

4.  How do you think Philip had felt about Paul earlier (8:1–3)?   (Note his 
connection to Stephen – Acts 6:5)  What does Paul’s stay at Philip’s 
house say about the power of God’s love? 

 
 
 
 

Digging Deeper  
For an example of a 
prophet demonstrating 
prophecy see 1 Kings 
11:29–32; Jeremiah 
13:1–11. 
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5.  What did Agabus indicate to Paul (21:11)?  Cross–reference 11:27–28.  What is Luke noting 

about the gifts being given to these early believers? 
 
 
 
6.  Who was included in the group begging Paul to not go to Jerusalem because of Agabus’ prophecy 

(21:12)?  Compare Matthew 16:21–23. 

 

 
 

 Compare Jesus’ experience with his disciples in Matthew 16:21–23 and Luke 18:31–34. 
 
 
 

7.  How did the people’s concerns affect Paul (21:13)? 

 
 

 How did his decision affect them (21:14)? 
 
 
8.  From this section, what impresses you about of the friendship and closeness of believers with 

Paul?  What factors do you see contributing to their unity and community?   
 
 
 
 

FYI:  “Paul is surrounded by Christian friends as he does the work God called him to do.  Paul 
travels with friends.  He stays with them.  He visits them.  He works alongside them...They journey 
together.  They spend time together.  They talk together.  They weep together.  They no doubt 
laugh together.  And they pray together...Paul surrounded himself with friends because he, like 
every person, is created in the image of God.  And we humans are made for community”  (Merida 
2017, 324). 

 

   Applying the Word: What situations and activities have helped you connect and bond with 

Christian friends?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

 Fill in information on the chart “Paul’s 3rd Missionary Journey” about “Miletus to Tyre” and 
“Tyre to Caesarea.” 
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Day 2 
In Jerusalem.  Read Acts 21:15–36 

 

1.  What accommodations did Paul and his fellow travelers have in Jerusalem (21:16)?   
 
 
 

2.  What did Paul do in Jerusalem and how was he received (21:17–19)?  

 
 
 

 What else did he do come to do? See 1 Corinthians 16:2–4 and Acts 24:17. 
 
 
 

FYI:  “James was the resident leader of the Jerusalem church...Sharing with him in the 
administration of the church was a body of elders (hoi presbyteroi)––who were also there to meet 
Paul and his colleagues”  (Gaebelein 1981, 519). 

 

3.  How did the leaders react to Paul’s report (21:20)?   

 
 
 

 What problem with the Christian Jews did they present to Paul (21:20b–22)?  See the 
Nazarite vow of shaved heads in Numbers 6:18–20. 
 

 
 

4.  How did they suggest that Paul should show that the rumors were false (21:23–24)?  How hurt 

could Paul have felt about this?  Do you think the Jerusalem elders had defended Paul? 
 
 
 

 What did they assure Paul about the Gentiles (21:25)? See Act 15:6–11 (Peter’s statement)  and 

Acts 15:19–20 (James’s statement). 
 
 
 

 
FYI:  “Based on Romans 14:4–6, it seems that Paul didn’t have a problem with Jewish Christians who 
wanted to continue to observe old customs and laws. It seems that he himself did so sometimes, 
such as when he took and fulfilled a vow of consecration in Acts 18:18–21...Paul seemed fine with 
this, as long as they didn’t think it made them more right before God”  (Guzik 2023). 
 

“Of course, this accusation was unfounded.  He had told the Gentiles that they did not have to 
become Jews to be saved, and the Jerusalem Council had backed that teaching (See 15:19–20 and 
21:25).  However, he had never barred the Jews from continuing their religious traditions after 
salvation.  In fact, he was particularly sensitive to the Jewish believers, insisting that half–Jewish 
Timothy be circumcised so as not to offend them (6:1–3)”  (Swindoll 1992, S 73).  See also 18:18. 

 

5.  Instead of firing back with an angry defense, what did Paul do (21:26)? 

 
 
 
 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Romans+14.4-6&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+18.18-21&t=NKJV
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6.  Why do you think Paul submitted to James’s proposal?  See 1 Corinthians 9:19–23.   
 
 

 
FYI:  ““What Paul did was to report to the priest at the start of his seven days of purification, inform 
him that he was providing the funds for the offerings of the four impoverished men who had taken 
Nazirite vows, and return to the temple at regular intervals during the week for the appropriate rites”  
(Gaebelein 1981, 520).  (See Numbers 19 for laws about purification.)   
 

Though Paul proclaimed that Christ was the end of the law (Rom. 10:4), he didn’t insist that Jewish 
believer give up Jewish customs...By fulfilling this request (v. 26), Paul showed that he didn’t object of 
Jewish converts following Jewish customs as long as the gospel wasn’t compromised and the 
customs weren’t required of Gentiles”  (Merida 2017, 337).  
 

“Paul was carrying out the principle which he stated in 1 Corinthians 9:20...What he would not allow 
was the law of Moses being fastened on a Jew or Gentile for salvation”  (Allen 1990, 191). 
 

Paul is arrested 
 

7.  Who were actually the troublemakers (21:27–28)?  See also 21:30. 

 
 

 What charges did they bring against Paul (21:28)?  Compare the charges made against 
Stephen (6:13–14). 

 
 
 

 What basis did they have for believing this (21:29)?   
 
 
 

FYI:  “It was absolutely prohibited for Gentiles to go beyond the designated ‘Court of the Gentiles’ 
in the temple grounds. Signs were posted which read (in both Greek and Latin): ‘No foreigner may 
enter within the barricade which surrounds the temple and enclosure. Anyone who is caught 
trespassing will bear personal responsibility for his ensuing death.’ The Romans were so sensitive 
to this that they authorized the Jews to execute anyone that offended in this way, even if the 
offender was a Roman citizen”  (Guzik 2023). 

 

8.  Record the phrases that describe the growing animosity and mistreatment of Paul. 
 

 21:27 stirred up the crowd, seized him 

 
 21:30 

 
 21:31–32 

 
 21:33  (Cross–reference 21:11) 

 
 21:35 

 
 21:36 (See John 19:15) 
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FYI:  “The shout Away with him! which pursued him as he was carried up the steps was the shout 
with which Jesus’ death had been demanded not far from that spot some twenty–seven years 
before (Luke 23:18; John 19:15) (Bruce)”  (Guzik 2023). 
 

“In the north–west corner of the Temple area there stood the Castle of Antonia which had been 
built by Herod the Great.  At the great festivals when the atmosphere was electric it was 
garrisoned by a cohort of one thousand men.  One thing Rome insisted on—civil order... 
In the confusion the commander was able to extract no coherent and intelligible charge from the 
excited mob and Paul was actually carried through the seething mob into the barracks...it was the 
impartial justice of Rome which saved his life”  (Barclay 1955, 172). 
 

“Romans did not tolerate civil unrest in its conquered regions.  A riot such as this one was a sign 
that the commanders lacked control, and they would have been speedily punished”  (Swindoll 
1992, S 76). 

 

9.  Why do you think exaggerations and false accusations led so quickly to a desire to kill?    
 

 
 

   Applying the Word:   
“The local church is one of Satan’s favorite seedbeds for growing a weedy crop of 
misunderstanding.  He tills our thoughts like soil, mixing in a shovelful of good intentions, a bagful 
of prejudice, and a few pellets of pride.  The he scatters an accusing word here, an inflammatory 
comment there, and waits for them to germinate”  (Swindoll 1992, 79). 

How do you think a believer can best react to unfounded rumors and suspicions?  What do 
you glean from Paul’s example?   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 
a) Fill in information on the chart “Paul’s 3rd Missionary Journey” about Jerusalem 

 
 

b) From Romans 9:31–10:4, why was it so difficult for the Jews to give up on the law and trust in 
Christ instead?   

 
 
 
 
c) In Philippians 3:1–9. what did Paul write about all his accomplishments and rigid adherence to 

the law? 
 
  
 
 
 

 See what he said about the law in Romans 3:20–31. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Luke+23.18&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=John+19.15&t=NKJV
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Day 3 
Paul Gives His Defense.  Read Acts 21:37 – 22:21 

 

1.  Whom did the Roman commander assume Paul was (21:37–38)?  Why would he be thinking that? 
 
 
 

 In what two ways did Paul correct and assure him (21:39)?   
 
 

 

FYI:  “The Egyptian mentioned (also mentioned by the Jewish historian Josephus) led a ragged 
army of four thousand men to the Mount of Olives where they declared they would take over the 
temple mount. Roman soldiers had quickly scattered them, but the leader got away”  (Guzik 2023). 
 

“By speaking in Greek, Paul showed that he was a cultured, educated man and not just a common 
rebel starting riots in the streets.  The language grabbed the commander’s attention and gave Paul 
protection and the opportunity to give his defense”  (Life Application Study Bible 1996, 1749). 
 
Allow me to speak to the people  “His trust in Christ soothes any fears or frustrations, and he is 
able to face his enemies with open arms and an open heart”  (Swindoll 1992, S 78). 
 

2.  How did the crowd respond to Paul speaking in the Hebrew tongue of Aramaic (22:1–2)?  What 

would the titles Paul used to address them (22:1a) communicate? 
 
 
 
 

3.  List the ways that Paul’s upbringing and past behavior proved his zeal for God and the law 

(22:3–5).   Compare Galatians 1:14  
 
 
 

 What was Paul communicating about his understanding of their position? 
 
 
 

FYI:  “Paul spoke as a Jew unto Jews. He was careful to lay the common ground between them. 
Luke told the story of Paul’s conversion in Acts 9. After that, Paul told the story in some way at 
least four more times in the New Testament, each with its own intention. 
· Acts 22: Telling the story to persuade the Jews. 
· Acts 26: Telling the story to persuade the Gentiles. 
· Philippians 3: Telling the story for theological understanding. 
· 1 Timothy 1: Telling the story to give encouragement”  (Guzik 2023). 

 

4.  What would Paul’s encounter on the road to Damascus say about the basis for his ministry and 

about the reality of Jesus Christ’s resurrection (22:6–11)?  Compare Galatians 1:11–12. 
 
 
 
 
5.  List the phrases Paul used to describe Ananias whom God sent to commission him (22:12). 
 
 
 
 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+9&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+22&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+26&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Philippians+3&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Timothy+1&t=NKJV
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6.  From 22:14 list the things that Paul was appointed/chosen to know, see and hear.  Compare  1 

Corinthians 9:1.   
 
 

 What was the sphere of Paul’s ministry (22:15)? 
 
 
 
 
 

7.  What did Paul do to prepare for his ministry (22:16)?  Cross-ref. 2:38. 
 
 

 
FYI:  “wash away thy sins. Baptism may symbolize the washing away 
of one’s sins, just as it symbolizes death to the old life and rising to a 
new life (Romans 6:4–5). But just as one does not really die while in 
the water, neither can physical water wash away moral and spiritual 
sins. These are the metaphors of baptism. The reality which they speak 
about is a new life in Christ, with sins forgiven and the assurance of 
everlasting life, received through faith in Christ as Lord and the 
regenerating work of the indwelling Spirit of God. Sins really are 
‘washed away’ by regeneration (Titus 3:5)”  (Morris 1995, 1217). 

 

8.  What warning had Paul received about his ministry in Jerusalem (22:17–18)?  What would this 

say to his listeners? 
 
 
 

 Why did Paul protest and say that he would be a convincing witness to the Jews (22:19–
20)?  Why do you think he dared to be so bold with the Lord? 

 
 
 

 What mission did the Lord give to Paul instead (22:21)?   
 
 

FYI:  “This part of Paul’s story doesn’t appear in Acts 9 (cf. 9:26–30).  He probably included it here 
in order to answer the mob’s charge that he had defiled the temple.  He had no interest in defiling 
the temple; he prayed in it”  (Merida 2017, 343). 

 

9.  How effectively do you think Paul had answered the charges made against him back in 21:28? 
 
 
 

   Applying the Word:  Like Paul, God has given you a unique background and experiences in 

order to share His truth and work through you.  To what area/group/subject do you feel most 
called?  Do you experience “zeal” in doing this as Paul described?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Digging Deeper 

What prophecies did 
Isaiah make about 
“the Righteous One”  
in Isaiah 24:14–16a; 
53:9,11? 
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 
 

 In the following verses, mark what is said about Paul’s ministry.  Is there anything that surprises 
you? 

 

 Galatians 1:15–16  But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called 
me by his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the 
Gentiles, my immediate response was not to consult any human being.  NIV 
 

 Acts 9:15  But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My 
name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel.”  NASB   

 

 Romans 1:5  Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the 
obedience that comes from faith for his name’s sake.  NIV 
 

 Romans 15:18  For I will not presume to speak of anything [h]except what Christ has 
accomplished through me, resulting in the obedience of the Gentiles by word and deed,  
NASB 

 

 Galatians 2:8  For God, who was at work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also 
at work in me as an apostle to the Gentiles.  NIV 

 

 1 Timothy 1:15–16  Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was 
shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense 
patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life.  NIV 
 

 Colossians 1:29  To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully 
works in me.  NIV 

 

 1 Corinthians 2:3–5  I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. 4 My message 
and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the 
Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.  NIV 

 

 1 Corinthians 2:12–13 Now we have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, so that we may know the things that are freely given to us by God. 13 And we speak 
about these things, not with words taught us by human wisdom, but with those taught by the 
Spirit, explaining spiritual things to spiritual people.  NET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://biblehub.com/acts/9-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/romans/1-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/romans/15-18.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom%2015&version=NIV,NET,NASB#fen-NASB-28310h
https://biblehub.com/galatians/2-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/2-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/2-12.htm
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Day 4 
The Riot Resumes.  Read Acts 22:22–30 

 

1.  How did the crowd respond to Paul’s personal testimony (22:22–23)?  Why were they so angry 

when Paul said God called him to preach to the Gentiles?   
 
 

 Instead of the accusation against Paul that he had defiled the temple, what was the heart of 
the matter?  

 
 
 

 
FYI:  “In the Jew’s reaction to Paul’s words notice what was absent: they shouted, they stamped, 
they threw dust in the air—but no one countered Paul’s defense!  His argument was 
unanswerable.  He had presented a subjective account of his changed life and had backed it up 
with the objective reality of Jesus Christ risen from the dead.  In addition, that same risen Christ 
had changed thousands of other people who, along with Paul, were turning the world upside 
down.  All this evidence was too much for them to handle”  (Swindoll 1992, S 84). 
 

“”He [Paul] saw Christ as the Savior of all men and God as the lover of the souls of all men.  His 
audience saw God as the lover of the Jews and of no other nation.  He wanted to spread abroad 
the privileges of God through all the world.  They sought to hug them to themselves and regarded 
the man who would spread them abroad as sinner and a blasphemer.  And the difference was due 
to the fact that Paul had met Christ face to face”  (Barclay 1955, 175). 

 

2.  How did the commander (who probably didn’t understand Paul’s speech in Aramaic) determine 
to get to the reason for the riot (22:24)?  Compare John 19:1.   

 
 
 

 How must this scene have seemed to the commander, as he saw the people listening 
attentively and then suddenly erupting into turmoil? 

 
 
 

 
FYI:  “The scourge (Lat. flagellum), an instrument of Roman inquisition and punishment, consisted 
of leather thongs studded with pieces of metal or bone and fastened to a wooden handle. Its use 
often crippled for life and sometimes killed. Earlier in his ministry, Paul had five times received 
thirty–nine lashes at the hands of Jewish authorities and had three times been beaten with rods by 
the order of Roman magistrates (cf. 2 Cor. 11:24–25). But being flogged with the flagellum was a 
far more brutal penalty than these”  (Gaebelein 1981, 527). 

 

3.  How did the soldiers respond when they learned of Paul’s Roman citizenship (22:25–26)?  Cross–

reference 16:38. 
 
 
 

4.  Why do you think Paul used his Roman citizenship at this point to escape a scourging?  Why 

didn’t he use this defense in Philippi (16:22–23) to escape a beating?   
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5.  Although Paul urges us to submit to governing authorities (Romans 13:1–7), what do his actions 
say about the right to challenge authority when they are not acting justly and honorably? 

 
 

 
FYI:  “The penalty for lying about one’s Roman citizenship was significant. It wasn’t the kind of thing 
people commonly lied about, so the commander could simply ask Paul directly... 
Paul was an extremely rare individual. It was uncommon to find such an educated, intelligent, devout 
Jew who was also a Roman citizen”  (Guzik 2023). 
 

“This suggests there’s a difference between humbly suffering for Christ and being a victim of injustice.  
We live in a land of laws, and if the laws protect us, then we should appeal to them.  If these laws 
prevent us from following Jesus, then it’s better to obey God than man (Acts 5:29)”  (Merida 2017, 
349). 

 

6.  Why was the commander surprised by Paul’s Roman citizenship (22:28)?   

 
 
 

 What else concerned the commander (22:29)? 
 

 
7.  How did the commander try to determine the reason for the Jews’ accusations (22:30)? 

 
 
 

   Applying the Word: What have Paul’s actions so far said about his desire to suffer or be a 

martyr for Jesus?  His willingness? 
 
 
 
 
 

 Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small-

group discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your heart? 
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