“The following night the Lord stood near
Paul and said, ‘Take courage! As you have
testified about me in Jerusalem,
so you must also testify in Rome.”

Acts 23:11

The commander brings Paul before the Sanhedrin to determine the reason for the riot. When Paul speaks of
his hope in the resurrection of the dead. the leaders are divided and another riot breaks out.

The Lord appears to Paul in prison and assures him that he will testify in Rome.

The next day, the Jews conspire to kill him but the commander transports Paul to Caesarea to appear before
Governor Felix.

In Caesarea, Paul goes on trial before Felix. The high priest Ananias, some elders, and a lawyer named
Tertullus present their case. When Paul responds, he declares his innocence and points out the lack of
evidence against him. Felix delays a decision about the case, hoping that Paul will offer him a bribe.
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Acts 23 - 24

Day 1
Paul Before the Sanhedrin. Read Acts 23:1-10

1. List the emotional and physical threats and trauma Paul had recently faced. What does this
indicate about the condition he would have been in as he stood before the Sanhedrin?

20:37-38

21:11-12

21:30-32

21:33

22:22—23

22:24

. What conflicting emotions do you think Paul would have had when standing before the
Sanhedrin (23:1)?

How did he address the members of the court? What was the first thing he defended? See
2 Timothy 1:3.

FYI: “In Acts 26:10 Paul says that he cast his vote against the Christians. Since only members of
the Sanhedrin could vote, presumably Paul had been a member of the Sanhedrin. ‘Even if, as R.
Kent Hughes writes ‘he hadn’t been a member of the Sanhedrin in earlier days, he had run in the
same social circles. No doubt there was a spark of recognition here and there as he gazed around
the room. He addressed them informally—‘My brothers™ (Hughes 1996, 302).

Brethren: “In the very word [Paul] puts himself on an equal footing with the court; for the normal
beginning for one addressing the Sanhedrin was, ‘Rulers of the people and elders of Israel”
(Barclay 1955, 180).

. How did Ananias respond to Paul’s opening statement (23:2)? Why do you think Ananias was
so angered by it? (Compare John 18:22-23.)

FYI: Strike him on the mouth “This was illegal and particularly offensive to a Jew at the hand of
another Jew...[Ananias] was one of the worst high priests who profaned the sacred office.
Josephus tells us that he robbed the ordinary priests by stealing their tithes. The Talmud
describes him as rapacious, gluttonous and greedy. To be judged by a hypocrite like this must
have been exceedingly trying to Paul...The Lord Jesus, when smitten on the cheek, did not
threaten (1 Peter 2:23) but He did protest against the acts. Paul had not yet been properly
charged, let alone tried and found guilty” (Allen 1990, 201).

“This order was illegal, for the Jewish law said, ‘He who strikes the cheek of one Israelite, strikes
as it were the glory of God,” and ‘He that strikes a man strikes the Holy One™ (Hughes 1996, 302).
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. What did Paul say about Ananias’ character? Why was Ananias being a hypocrite (23:3)?

¢ Compare what Jesus said to some of the leaders about their character (Matthew 23:23-28).

5. Why did the bystanders protest and what did Paul admit (23:4-5)? What could have been some
reasons for Paul not recognizing Ananias as the high priest or that the order came from him?

@. Why do you think Paul emphasized his background as a Pharisee (23:6)? Cross-ref. 26:4-5.

o How was Paul’s statement in 23:6b, at the heart of the gospel and the reason for why he
was on trial? (See how Paul stresses the hope of resurrection in 24:14-15; 26:6—7; 28:20.)

7. To what did Paul’s statement about a resurrection from the dead lead
(23:7-8)?

e How strongly did the Pharisees defend him (23:9)?

FYI: [The Pharisees] “were legalistic...they also viewed the oral

Digging Deeper

See how Jesus answered
the Sadducees about
resurrection of the dead
in: Luke 20:27-40.

tradition as highly as the written Law and believed in angels, spirits, and the bodily resurrection of the
dead. The Sadducees, on the other hand, had no room for oral tradition and were rationalists,
rejecting the supernatural altogether—including the hope of a resurrection” (Swindoll 1992, S 92).

“The Pharisees were more likely to find some ground of agreement with Paul, being the more the
Bible believers in the Jewish world of that time. They took the Bible seriously, even if they did err
greatly by adding the traditions of men to what they received in the Bible” (Guzik 2023).

8. What did the commander need to do once again and why (23:10-11)? How do you think he

was feeling at this point?

FYI: “The commander had to be certain that these Jews were crazy in their endless and violent
disputes. Previously, they rioted over the one word ‘Gentiles,” now the distinguished men of the

council fought over the one word ‘resurrection” (Guzik 2023).

3 Applying the Word: How would you describe your determination and faithfulness in

pursuing the goal of His calling on your life?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) Underline what Ananias and the other leaders should have been doing.

Exodus 23:6—-7 Do not deny justice to your poor people in their lawsuits. " Have nothing to
do with a false charge and do not put an innocent or honest person to death, for | will not
acquit the guilty. NIV

Deuteronomy 1:17 Do not show partiality in judging; hear both small and great alike. Do
not be afraid of anyone, for judgment belongs to God... NIV

Deuteronomy 19:15 One witness is not enough to convict anyone accused of any crime or
offense they may have committed. A matter must be established by the testimony of two or
three witnesses. NIV

2 Chronicles 19:5—-7 He appointed judges in the land, in each of the fortified cities of
Judah. ®He told them, “Consider carefully what you do, because you are not judging for
mere mortals but for the LORD, who is with you whenever you give a verdict. " Now let the
fear of the LORD be on you. Judge carefully, for with the LORD our God there is no
injustice or partiality or bribery.” NIV

b) What was written even in the Old Testament about the hope of resurrection? Mark what
impresses you.

Job 19:25-27 | know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth.
2 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh | will see God; *' | myself will see
him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! NIV

Psalm 49:15 But God will redeem me from the realm of the dead; he will surely take me to
himself. NIV

Isaiah 26:19 But your dead will live, LORD; their bodies will rise—
let those who dwell in the dust wake up and shout for joy—
your dew is like the dew of the morning; the earth will give birth to her dead. NIV

Ezekiel 37:12-14 “Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the

Sovereign Lord says: My people, | am going to open your graves and bring you up from
them:; | will bring you back to the land of Israel. ** Then you, my people, will know that | am
the Lord, when | open your graves and bring you up from them. ** | will put my Spirit in you
and you will live, and | will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that |

the Lord have spoken, and | have done it, declares the Lord.” NIV

Daniel 12:2—3 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting
life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. ® Those who are wise will shine like the
brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever
and ever. NIV

Hosea 13:14 “| will deliver this people from the power of the grave; | will redeem them from
death. Where, O death, are your plagues? Where, O grave, is your destruction?” NIV
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Day 2
The Lord’s Appearance to Paul; Plot to kill Paul. Read Acts 23:11-35

. How did the Lord appear to Paul (23:11)? What had happened to Paul's witness in Jerusalem?

¢ How do you think this appearance differs from 18:9 or 22:17-18?

FYI: “Itis one thing to know what to say about Jesus and how to say it, but there’s also the challenge
of finding the strength and encouragement to proclaim it. In this passage we see that the same Jesus
who stood for Paul at the cross now stands by Paul in his trials” (Merida 2017, 346).

2. What did Paul say about his circumstances in 1 Corinthians 4:7-9?

¢ What did Paul write later in 2 Timothy 4:17? See also Psalms 23:4 and Isaiah 41:10; 43:2.

. In what ways do you think each phrase in 23:11 would have encouraged Paul?

o "Take courage” (“Be of good cheer” KJ)
The Lord knew his circumstances...

o “for as you have solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem”

e “so you must witness at Rome also."

FYI: "This assurance meant much to Paul during the delays and anxieties of the next two years,
and goes far to account for the calm and dignified bearing which seemed to mark him out as a
master of events rather than their victim" (Bruce 1981, 455). [See Philippians 1:12-14.]

“The greatest words a faithful child of God can hear are ‘There is more for you to do.’

...The timing of this promise was especially precious. It didn’t look like Paul would get out of
Jerusalem alive; much less make it to Rome. God not only knows what we need to hear; He
knows when we need to hear it” (Guzik 2023).

. How determined were some of the Jews to kill Paul (23:12-15)? What plans did they make?

. Amazingly, how was Paul delivered from their plot (23:16—-21)7?

e \What questions do you have about the things that had to happen at each step in getting the
message to the commander? Where do you see the "fingerprints” of God?
e.g. How did the nephew hear about the plot? How did he get into a guarded barracks to see

Paul?...
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6. What protection did the commander give Paul's nephew (23:22)? How old do you think the “young
man” was?

. List the protection the commander provided for Paul for the 60—70 mile trip to Caesarea (23:23—
24)? What does this say about how seriously he regarded the threat to Paul’s life? See
Proverbs 16:7.

FYI: “Felix, governor of Judaea and Samaria, held the position once held by Pontius Pilate. The
provincial capital was at Caesarea, sixty—five miles northwest of Jerusalem. Paul, as a Roman citizen,
was thus taken to be judged by a Roman governor” (Morris 1995, 1219).

8. In his letter to Felix, what did the commander leave out about his own treatment of Paul (23:27)?

e What was his evaluation of Paul’s guilt (23:28-29)? Compare Luke 23:14-15.

FYI: "One of Luke's prime motives in writing his twofold history is to demonstrate that there is no
substance in this charge of subversion brought not only against Paul but against Christians in
general — that competent and impartial judges had repeatedly confirmed the innocence of the
Christian movement and the Christian missionaries in respect of Roman law" (Bruce) (Guzik
2023).

@. Since Paul was from a Roman province, what did Felix decide (23:33—-35)?

FYI: “This began a two—year period of confinement for Paul in Caesarea. After that he spent at least
two years in Rome. Taken together with travel time, the next five years of Paul’s life were lived in
Roman custody. This was a striking contrast to his previous years of wide and spontaneous travel.
Paul lived many years with great freedom, and had to trust the promises of God through those years.
Yet he also had to trust the promises of Jesus in his years of little freedom — and to know that God
could work just as powerfully through those more difficult circumstances” (Guzik 2023).

3 Applying the Word: Is there anything that you need comfort or reassurance about? If the Lord
appeared to you today, what do you think He would say? Read Psalm 34:18; 2 Corinthians
1:3-4; 1 Peter 5:7.

How can you remember and claim the assurance that the Lord knows everything you are going
through, is with you, and is for you.
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) Read Paul's words in Romans 13:1-7. How much do you think the church today enjoys
protection under secular governments?

b) What insight does 1 Timothy 2:1-3 give you of Paul’s attitude toward those in authority?

What are some examples from Acts of when Paul or other disciples protested and even
disobeyed authority or fled from danger? Where did they draw the line?

c) Mark what you learn about attitudes and actions toward rulers and governments from the
following.

Daniel 2:20-21 “Let the name of God be praised forever and ever, for wisdom and power
belong to him. ?!He changes times and seasons, deposing some kings and establishing
others. He gives wisdom to the wise; he imparts knowledge to those with understanding;
He changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to
the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding” NET

Acts 5:29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.”
NAS

1 Peter 2:13-15 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether
to a king as the one in authority, * or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of
evildoers and the praise of those who do right. ** For such is the will of God, that by doing
right you silence the ignorance of foolish people. NIV

Matthew 22:17-21 “Tell us then, what do You think? Is it permissible to pay a poll-tax

to Caesar, or not?” *® But Jesus perceived their malice, and said, “Why are you testing Me,
you hypocrites? ** Show Me the coin used for the poll-tax.” And they brought Him

a denarius. ?° And He said to them, “Whose image and inscription is this?” ! They said to
Him, “Caesar’s.” Then He said to them, “Then pay to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s;
and to God the things that are God’s.” NAS

John 19:10-11 So Pilate said to Him, “Are you not speaking to me? Do You not know that |
have authority to release You, and | have authority to crucify You?” ** Jesus answered

him, “You would have no authority over Me at all, if it had not been given to you from above;
for this reason the one who handed Me over to you has the greater sin.” NIV

Titus 3:1-2 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be
ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to
show perfect courtesy toward all people. ESV


https://www.bibleref.com/Daniel/2/Daniel-2-21.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/5/Acts-5-29.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Matthew/22/Matthew-22-21.html
https://www.bibleref.com/John/19/John-19-10.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Titus/3/Titus-3-1.html

Acts 23 - 24 8

Day 3
Paul Before Felix. Read Acts 24:1-16

. How long did Paul wait for his trial in Caesarea? Whom did Ananias bring with him to Caesarea
(24:1)?

. How would you describe the approach Tertulles used to begin his case (24:2—-4)? Compare
Jude 16b.

FYI: “This is mere political puffery; the ‘great quietness’ was a cruelly enforced quietness and the
‘worthy deeds’ included such bloody suppression that Felix was soon to be in serious danger of
punishment by Rome for his brutal rule” (Morris 1995, 1219).

“lawyer/orator “rhetor (4489), denotes ‘a public speaker, an orator...Such
a person, distinct from the professional layer, was hired, as a professional Digging Deeper

speaker, to make a skillful presentation of a case in court. His training What does Proverbs
was not legal but rhetorical” (Vine 1985, 449). 26:28 say about

insincere, manipulative
“Many Jews would have been shocked to hear the high priest's flattery? See also
mouthpiece attributing "a long period of peace” and "reforms" to Felix's Jude 1:16.

administration; and few would have joined in any expression of "profound
gratitude" for the governor's frequent displays of ferocity, cruelty, and
greed” (Gaebelein 1981, 539).

. List the loaded words Tertulles used to portray Paul (24:5-6). What
evidence did he present?

¢ Why would these accusations alarm a Roman ruler?

FYI: “In a sentence the, Tertullus charges, ‘Paul disturbs the peace as a seditious member of a
dangerous sect’ (Bock, Acts, 691)” (Merida 2017, 361).

“During his reign over Judea, Felix had repeatedly crucified the leaders of various uprisings and
had killed many of their followers for disturbing the Pax Romana...Tertullus's endeavor, as
supported by the high priest and the Jewish elders with him, was to put Paul on the same level as
these brigands, with the hope that in his insensitivity to the issues, Felix would act in his usual
manner simply on the basis of their testimony. As in Jesus' trial before Pilate, their accusations
were framed principally in terms of political sedition (cf. Luke 23:2, 5), though all along their main
grievance was religious” (Gaebelein 1981, 540).

4. What excuse did Tertulles give for not trying Paul under Jewish law (24:6—8)? What was true
and what was false about his statements?


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Jude+1.16&t=NKJV
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. Who joined in with the accusations (24:9)? How do you picture the atmosphere of this trial?

@. How did Paul’'s opening address differ from Tertullus’s (24:10)?

FYI: “Think of the fear and danger Paul must have felt as he listened to these cruel lies. He’s
done nothing wrong; yet in this intimidating courtroom standing before this crooked judge, his life
was on the line because of their deceit” (Swindoll 1992, S 105).

3 Applying the Word: Although Paul’s life was on the line, what impression did he give as he
spoke in his own defense? Where was his focus?

[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) Underline what Paul connected with a clear conscience in the following verses.

e 2 Corinthians 1:12 Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we have conducted
ourselves in the world, and especially in our relations with you, with integrity and godly
sincerity. We have done so, relying not on worldly wisdom but on God'’s grace. NIV

e 1 Timothy 1:5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a
good conscience and a sincere faith. NIV

o Hebrews 13:18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live
honorably in every way. *°| particularly urge you to pray so that | may be restored to you
soon. NIV

o 1 Peter 3:15-16 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this
with gentleness and respect, *° keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. NIV

b) Read 1 Thessalonians 2:3-12 for Paul’s description of his attitude and conduct toward those he
ministered. What stands out to you?
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Day 4
Paul Before Felix (continued). Read Acts 24:17-27

. In his defense, did Paul say about being a “trouble maker/public menace” (24:11-12)?

¢ What did he point out about his accusers (24:13) and their evidence?

. How did Paul confront the accusation of being a “ringleader of a sect” (i.e. cult) (24:14-15)?
What evidence did he give that his faith aligned with the Jews?

¢ How did he point to the gospel in the midst of his defense?

@]

How did Paul link serving with his hope and conscience in 26:14-16?

e What did he say about his religious and personal integrity (24:16)? Cross-ref. 23:1. Why
do you think this was a crucial issue for Paul? How should it have made his accusers feel?

. How did Paul refute the accusation of desecrating/profaning the temple Digging Deeper
(24:17-18)? For information about
the offerings for
Jerusalem, see
Romans 25:35-26 and
e What did he point out about his accusers (24:19-20)? Cross- 1 Corinthians 16:1-4.
reference 24:13.

FYI: “Roman law imposed heavy penalties upon accusers who

abandoned their charges (destitutio), and the disappearance of accusers
often meant the withdrawal of a charge. Their absence, therefore, suggested that they had nothing
against him that would stand up in a Roman court of law” (Gaebelein 1981, 541).

. What did Paul testify to again (24:21)? Cross-reference 24:15.

6. What reason did Felix give for avoiding a decision about Paul's case (24:22)?
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7. What information did Felix already have on which to base his decision?

o 23:29
o 24:12,13
e 24:19,20

8. How did Felix seem to regard Paul (24:23)?

@. What issues did Paul address with Felix and Druscilla (2:24b)?

¢ What did this include (24:25a)? Why do you think Felix was frightened by this?

FYI: “Drusilla, Felix's third wife and the youngest daughter of Herod Agrippa I, had broken off her
marriage to Azizus, the king of Emesa, because of Felix...The relationship between Felix and his
young wife seems to have been based upon greed, lust, and expectations of grandeur”
(Gaebelein 1981, 542).

“All three topics would have been fitting based on Felix’s lifestyle. By highlighting God’s holiness,

man’s sinfulness, and the judgment to come, Paul was showing Felix why he needed Jesus. The

sermon, then was not a nice, war, uplifting talk. It involved confrontation with a call to repentance”
(Merida 2017, 363).

10. In the following verses, what reasons do you see for why Felix avoided making a decision

about Paul?
e 24:25
o 24:26
o 24:27

FYI: “Felix is representative of many people who are intrigued by the gospel but recognize that
surrendering to it means loss of status, power, or control of their own lives. Like Felix, many know
on a deep level that what they are hearing is truth, yet their stubborn pride refuses to accept it”
(Got questions: “Who is Felix in the Bible?” https://www.gotquestions.org/Felix—in—the—Bible.html).

“Paul’s imprisonment in Caesarea was actually a providential provision of protective custody
against the murderous intentions of the religious leaders. It was also a season of rest and
replenishment after his years of hard missionary service, preparing him for the challenges in the
years ahead” (Guzik 2023).

11. How do you think Paul was feeling about all the delays with nothing happening (24:27)? How
do you think he spent his time? Why do you think the Lord didn’t release Paul from prison like
He had Peter?
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3 Applying the Word: Are there any circumstances in your life that genuinely keep you from
pursuing as active a service to the Lord as you would like? How might the Lord be using this
time to benefit you in some way?

What kind of spiritual things do you often find yourself procrastinating about until a
“convenient time”?

[ xtra Digging Dccpcr

+» Read the Article: “Who is Drusilla in the Bible?” https://www.gotquestions.org/Drusilla-in-the-
Blble.html E ..‘l'l

EQ Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small—
group discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your heart?



