“...] am sending you to them
to open their eyes and turn them
from darkness to light,
and ﬁfom the power of Satan to God,
so that they may receive forgiveness of sins

and a place among those

who are sancﬁﬁed on fai‘m n me.”

Acts 26:17—18

In Caesarea, Paul goes on trial before Felix. The high priest Ananias, some elders, and a lawyer named
Tertullus present their case. In response, Paul responds by declaring his innocence and pointing out the

lack of evidence against him. Hoping that Paul will offer him a bribe, Felix delays his decision about the
case,.

After two years, Festus becomes governor. When he travels to Jerusalem, some chief priests and leading
men among the Jews bring charges against Paul and ask that he be transferred back to Jerusalem. Their
intent was to ambush and kill him on the way. Festus refuses and tells them to accompany him back to

Caesarea to press charges. When Festus asks Paul if he is willing to go to Jerusalem to stand trial, Paul
refuses and appeals to Caesar.

In order to clarify the reasons for sending Paul to Rome, Festus consults King Agrippa. In his audience
before Agrippa and Bernice, Paul shares his conversion experience, his ensuing ministry, and the gospel.
At the end of the hearing, Festus and Agrippa agree on Paul’s innocence.
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Acts 25 - 26

Day 1
Paul Before Festus. Read Acts 25:1-12

. When Festus came to Jerusalem, what request did the high priest and chief Jewish leaders make
(25:1-3)?

¢ What was their real plan (25:3b)?

FYI: “We see a growth of corruption. In Acts 23, where the plot to murder Paul was first launched,
we find that it was the zealots who were responsible. Now, in Acts 25, we find that the leaders are
initiating the very thing they were only tangentially involved in earlier (Boice)” (Guzik 2023).

. How reasonable was Festus’ response (25:4-5)? How quickly did he handle the case (25:6)?

FYI: “Porcius Festus was a Roman procurator, succeeding Antonius Felix somewhere between
AD 55 and 60. History describes him as fair and reasonable—much more so than Felix or Festus’
successor, Albinus” (got questions: “Who was Porcius Festus?”
https://www.gotquestions.org/Porcius-Festus.html).

“We don’t know if Festus knew the intentions of the Jewish leaders or not. Either way, he refused
to grant their request for a change of venue, and this was another way that God protected Paul”
(Guzik 2023).

. What was the problem, once again, with the charges the Jews made against Paul (25:7)? Cross-
ref. Acts 24:13; 6:13-14.

. List the three ways Paul declared his innocence (25:8).

5. Why did Festus ask Paul to go to Jerusalem (25:9)? Compare 24:27. (Because Paul was a Roman
citizen, apparently Festus could not command him to go to Jerusalem.)

@. From 25:10-11, list the reasons Paul gave for not being tried in Jerusalem. What does this say
about his understanding of the risks in Jerusalem?

o How did Paul, in effect, rebuke Festus about the proceedings (25:10b)?


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+23&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+25&t=NKJV
https://www.gotquestions.org/Felix-in-the-Bible.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Porcius-Festus.html
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. What recourse was left to Paul (25:11b)?

¢ What had been Paul’s wish? See Acts 19:21 and Romans 1:11-15.

FYI: “There is no fault with using the provisions God gives us for our lives and ministries. As John
Calvin stated, ‘God, who has appointed courts of law, also gives his people liberty to use them
lawfully”” (Hughes 1996, 323).

8. How did Festus respond to Paul’s appeal (25:12)?

FYI: “The appeal to Caesar...was a Roman citizen’s right to ask for a direct judgment by the
emperor...It was one of the oldest rights of a Roman citizens.

In all probability Festus was pleased to send Paul on to Rome and get this political problem out of
his court” (NET Bible, 2150).

“Festus could still could pronounce an acquittal after the acts of appeal. Legally he had the right.
Yes politically no newly arrived governor would have dreamt of antagonizing the leaders of the
people he sought to govern by acquitting one against whom they were so vehemently opposed”
(Gaebelein 1981, 546).

“Nero, who was emperor at the time, had not yet launched his devastating anti-Christian crusade.
Paul knew he would not receive justice in Jerusalem. But in Rome he could hope for it. Besides,
here was his opportunity to reach Rome, traveling under the empires’ auspices to witness there.
(Recall 23:11)” (Jensen 1986, 109).

3 Applying the Word: What are some circumstances where you had to deal with
disappointments, uncertainty, frustrations, fears, mistreatment, etc? How did the Lord
comfort you? What did you learn in that trial?

e What did David pray in the midst of attacks? See Psalm 109:21-29.
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) Underline the blessings and hope Paul had about the suffering he went through.

b)

2 Corinthians 4:16—18 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. *" For our light and momentary
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. *® So we fix our
eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what
is unseen is eternal. NIV

Romans 5:3-5 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that
suffering produces perseverance; * perseverance, character; and character, hope. °> And
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. NIV

Romans 8:18, 28 | consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the
glory that will be revealed in us...”® And we know that in all things God works for the good of
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. NIV

Romans 8:35-39 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship
or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? *® As it is written: “For your
sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

3" No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. * For |
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, *° neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. NIV

From 2 Corinthians 1:3-7, what blessings of hope and comfort did others receive through the
troubles Paul faced?

From 2 Corinthians 1:8-11 what else did Paul learn through his troubles? What did he ask
of others and why?
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Day 2
Paul Before Agrippa. Read Acts 25:13-26:3

. With whom did Festus consult (25:13-14)? Why did he want their help? Cross-ref. 25:26-27.

. Why had Festus refused to condemn Paul initially (25:15-16)?

. What had surprised Festus about the accusations against Paul (25:18-19)?

Whose opinions does this parallel? See 18:14-15 and 23:28-29.

4. What did this lead Festus to do and why (25:20)? Compare his reason in 25:9.

. Even though King Agrippa could not rule in the case, why do you think he wanted to hear Paul
(25:22)?

FYI: “Agrippa’s curiosity meant that Paul would have another opportunity to speak God’s truth to a
Gentile ruler. This would be the third such opportunity for Paul in Acts 24—-26 (Felix, Festus, and now
Agrippa)...

King Agrippa was known as an expert in Jewish customs and religious matters. Though he did not
have jurisdiction over Paul in this case, his hearing of the matter would be helpful for Festus.

His great—grandfather had tried to kill Jesus as a baby [see Matthew 2:16]; his great uncle had
John the Baptist beheaded; his father had martyred the first apostle, James. Now Paul stands
before the next in line of the Herods, Herod Agrippa.

Bernice was his sister, and rumors were rife that their relationship was incestuous.

Herod Agrippa Il didn't rule over much territory, but was of great influence because the emperor
gave him the right to oversee the affairs of the temple in Jerusalem and the appointment of the
high priest.

The appearance before King Agrippa was really a hearing, and not a trial.” (Guzik 2023).

@. What atmosphere did Agrippa and Bernice try to create at the hearing (25:23)? How do you

picture this?

What opportunity was granted Paul during this opulent pageantry and gathering of Gentiles
before him? What mixed feelings do you think Paul may have had about speaking to them?


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+24-26&t=NKJV
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7. What had the Lord told Ananias about “Gentiles and kings” in Acts 9:15? What had the Lord told
Paul (Acts 22:21)?

FYI: “All these very important people would have been greatly surprised, and not a little scandalized,
could they have foreseen the relative estimates that later generations would form of them and of the
prisoner who now stood before them to state his case (Bruce)” (Guzik 2023).

8. What had the Lord told his followers? See Mark 13:9-11.

Paul’s testimony

@. In his opening statement, what did Festus admit about Paul (25:24-25)?

¢ How sincere do you think Festus was being in his statement in 25:26-27? What could he have
written?

@3 Applying the Word: When has a difficult situation turned out to be an opportunity for you to
witness of Christ’s love?


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+9.15&t=NKJV
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Day 3
Paul's Testimony. Read Acts 26:4-18

1. In what way might Paul have considered himself fortunate to speak to King Agrippa (26:1-3)7?
Imagine some of the offensive things Paul could have said.

Paul’s Background

. As Paul began his speech, why was it important that he establish his early Jewish background
(26:4-5)?

e How did Paul connect the hope of the Jewish nation (i.e. Old Testament promises) to his faith
in Christ (26:6-7)?

e What is sensible to believe (26:8) about God'’s ability to give life? See Genesis 1:1;
Colossians 1:16; and Romans 4:17.

FYI: “Paul’'s defense before Agrippa is the fullest of which we haven any record. He was no longer
on trial and he availed himself of this opportunity of witness for Christ and giving a complete account
of what had happened” (Allen 1990, 218).

“Paul states...his faith is not a violation of his Jewish heritage; his faith actually links to the Old
Testament’s promises...Paul is saying that he has never left his Jewish tradition. His faith is rooted in
a belief the Jews share® (Merida 2017, 372).

Paul’s conversion

3. Because of his background, what had Paul wrongly concluded about Jesus of Nazareth (26:9)?

4. List the actions that Paul took against the “saints” in 26:10-11. What kind of connection was he
making with his listeners?

e Why do you think Paul stressed that his past actions were connected with the authority of
the “chief priests” (26:10-12)7?

FYI: “Why does Paul make so much of his days as a persecutor of the church? To establish his
credibility with Agrippa, who, like his sister Drusilla, comes from a long line of Christian-haters...Paul
says to him, ‘l used to be like that.” And Agrippa, who was probably expecting some wild-eyed
Scripture-spouting loon, is faced with a man who isn’t so different from himself; a man whose
realness is transparent and surprisingly believable” (Swindoll 1992, S 128).


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+4%3A17&version=ESV
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. In His appearance to Paul, how did the Lord indicate He had been working in Paul’s life (26:14b)?
How might this have resonated with Festus and Agrippa?

@. List what the Lord said to Paul about his present and future ministry (26:16-17)7?

‘ FYI: “Atverse 16, [Paul] breaks new ground...We are told here for the first time what the Lord
Himself said to Paul on the road to Damascus” (Allen 1990, 219).

. List what happens when God opens up people’s eyes (26:18).

o “from darkness to light” — freed from spiritual ignorance and unbelief and opened to truth

and understanding. See 2 Corinthians 4:6

¢ Note: What word did Paul use to describe those who are the Lord’s by faith in 26:18b? See 1
Corinthians 6:11.

FYI: sanctified by faith in Me: “This was how Jesus described His followers, His people, His
family. They are sanctified (set apart from sin and self), and they are sanctified by faith in Jesus
(not by works or spiritual achievement, but by their connection of love and trust to Jesus)” (Guzik
2023).

3 Applying the Word: What words or phrases would you use to describe changes that the
Lord made in your life when you became His?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

Underline some of the things we understand, receive, or do by faith. NIV

Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— ° not by works, so that no one can boast. NIV

Galatians 2:20-21 | have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me.
The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself
for me. # | do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the
law, Christ died for nothing!” NIV

2 Corinthians 1:24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy,
because it is by faith you stand firm.

2 Corinthians 5:7 For we live/walk by faith, not by sight. NIV

Romans 5:1-2 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this
grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. NIV

2 Timothy 3:15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. NIV

Romans 3:28 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the
law. NIV

Galatians 3:14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to
the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.
NIV

Galatians 3:26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, NIV

Ephesians 3:17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.. NIV.

Acts 15:8-9 And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, just
as He also did to us; ° and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their
hearts by faith. NASB

Philippians 3:9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from
the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on
the basis of faith. NIV

Ephesians 3:12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and
confidence. NIV

Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so
that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. NIV

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes
to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. NIV

1 John 5:4,5 ... This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. ® Who is it that
overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. NIV

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. . NIV


http://www.icr.org/bible/Ephesians/2/8?utm_source=phplist11696&utm_medium=email&utm_content=HTML&utm_campaign=December+18+-+By+Faith
http://www.icr.org/bible/Galatians/2/20?utm_source=phplist11696&utm_medium=email&utm_content=HTML&utm_campaign=December+18+-+By+Faith
http://www.icr.org/bible/2Corinthians/1/24?utm_source=phplist11696&utm_medium=email&utm_content=HTML&utm_campaign=December+18+-+By+Faith
http://www.icr.org/bible/2Corinthians/5/7?utm_source=phplist11696&utm_medium=email&utm_content=HTML&utm_campaign=December+18+-+By+Faith
http://biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A2&version=NKJV
http://biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+3%3A15&version=NKJV
http://biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A14&version=NKJV
http://biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A26&version=NKJV
http://biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A17&version=NKJV
http://biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A8-9&version=NKJV
http://biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A9&version=NKJV
http://biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A12&version=NKJV
http://www.icr.org/bible/Hebrews/11/3?utm_source=phplist11696&utm_medium=email&utm_content=HTML&utm_campaign=December+18+-+By+Faith
http://www.icr.org/bible/Hebrews/11/6?utm_source=phplist11696&utm_medium=email&utm_content=HTML&utm_campaign=December+18+-+By+Faith
http://biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+5%3A4&version=NKJV
http://biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16&version=NKJV
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Day 4
Paul's Ministry. Read Acts 26:19-32

. What did Paul give as the reason for his ministry, whom he ministered to, and the message he
gave (26:19-20)?

o How does Paul’s “vision from heaven” (26:19) compare to Festus’ understanding of the issues
(Acts 25:19)?

. Instead of political or religious issues concerning the temple, for what “reason” were the Jews
angry (26:21)?

. In 26:22, what did Paul say about the strength for his ministry, whom he ministered to, and the
content of his message?

. . - . Digging Deeper
4. Summarize the message that Paul inserted within the defense of his For OT prophecy about
own actions. bringing salvation to all
26:6 nations, see Genesis
® . 12:3; Psalm 22:27-28;
Isaiah 49:6.
e 26:18
e 26:20b
e 26:23

5. How did Festus respond to Paul’s testimony (26:24)? See 1 Corinthians 1:18.

o Compare what people said about Jesus in Mark 3:20-21;22 and John 10:20.
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@. What did Paul say his words revealed (26:25b)?

¢ What kind of mind does the Spirit give us (2 Timothy 1:7)?

‘ FYI: reasonable/sober “G4997 sophrosune; soundness of mind, i.e. (literally) sanity or (figuratively)
self-control” (Strong 2009, 1675).

. How did Paul challenge King Agrippa about his own knowledge (26:26)? Compare Jesus’s
challenge in John 18:20-21.

FYIl: “Agrippa was caught off-guard and was embarrassed. His public image would require him to
say he believed in the prophets, but he saw where Paul was trying to lead him and did not want to go
there...

True sanity lies with the Pauls of this world—those who build their lives on the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Itis mad to live, as the majority does, as though ultimate reality resides in what we can
see, taste, and touch. As Paul stated so aptly in 2 Corinthians 4:18: So we fix our eyes not on what
is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal”
(Hughes 1996, 330,328).

. What dilemma did Paul present to King Agrippa (26:27)?

e To whom would a belief in the prophets lead him? See John 5:46 and Luke 24:25-27,44.

9. How did the King avoid answering (26:28)? Do you think he was jesting or being blunt? What
tone do you read in his words? (i.e. sarcasm, anger, uncertainty?)

FYI: “Paul didn't first ask Agrippa if he believed on Jesus; he asked, “Do you believe the
prophets?” Paul did this because he knew that if Agrippa did believe the prophets, truth and reason
would lead him to believe upon Jesus. He wanted to connect what Agrippa already believed to what
he should believe” (Guzik 2023).

10. How did Paul respond to his remarks (26:29)? What tone do you read in his words? What hope
and opportunity did he offer?

. What was the final conclusion by Festus and King Agrippa about Paul’s guilt (26:31-32)7?

FYI: “lronically, although Paul remained in chains, his heart was free in Christ. And although Agrippa
enjoyed unlimited freedom and power, his heart was chained in darkness. So in the end, the prisoner
was the free man, and the king was the slave” (Swindoll 1992, S 131).
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3 Applying the Word: From Paul’s witness in Acts 26, what principles do you see about sharing
your faith with others especially under hostile situations?

e.g. show gentleness and respect, share your story...

[ xtra Diggi ng DccPcr Qucstions

» Review reactions in Acts to preaching a “resurrection of the dead.”

e 4:1-3

e 17:18-20
o 17:32-34
o 23167

o 26:21,24

EQ Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week'’s teaching, studying, or small—
group discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your heart?



