“[Paul] witnessed to them from morning till
evening, exp [ain'mg about the kingdom of God,
and ﬁrom the Law of Moses and ﬁfom the Prop hets

he tried to persuade them about Jesus.
Some were convinced on what he said,

but others would not believe.”

Acts 27:23—24

After appealing to Caesar, Paul begins his voyage to Italy, accompanied by two companions and a Roman
centurion.

During the trip a hurricane force wind blows the ship off course and threatens to destroy it. God appears to
Paul and assures him of his safety along with all the lives of the other passengers. When the ship runs
aground, the passengers and crew jump overboard and swim to land. While on the island of Malta, Paul
miraculously survives a deadly snake bite and ministers to the people.

After three months on the island, they leave for Rome. In Rome, Paul is allowed to live by himself under
house arrest. He talks to the leaders of the Jews and shares the gospel. When they disagree and begin to
leave, Paul pronounces Isaiah’s prophecy against them and declares that he will go to the Gentiles.

For the next two years Paul continues to “preach the kingdom of God and teach about the Lord Jesus Christ”
while still under arrest.
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Acts 27 — 28

Day 1
Voyage to Italy in a Storm. Read Acts 27:1-26

. Who accompanied Paul on the ship to Italy (27:1-2)? Note the “we.”

Digging Deeper

e What were conditions like for Paul on the trip (27:3)? What For other verses about
reasons do you see for why the centurion may have given Paul so Aristarchus see:
much liberty? — Acts 19:29
— Acts 20:4-5

FYI: “It was common for Roman soldiers to accompany the transport of
criminals, those awaiting trial, and merchant ships filled with grain going
from Egypt to Rome” (Guzik 2023). — Colossians 4:10

2. What was the sailing weather like at the start (27:4)?
— Philemon 1:24

e After transferring to another ship, what did dangerous weather

conditions cause them to do (27:7-8)?

FYI: “Luke’s description of the sea voyage, storm and shipwreck in this chapter is very realistic,
obviously written by an eyewitness. All of its geographical and other references have been
determined by authorities to be accurate in description, location and time setting. It has been
called perhaps the best record of nautical practice from ancient times” (Morris 1995, 1223).

. What warning did Paul give about continuing on the voyage (27:9-10)? What experience did
he have (2 Corinthians 11:25)?

FYI: The Fast “The Day of Atonement, when Jews fasted for repentance. Its date was set by the
Jewish lunar calendar, so it varied between September and October. In 59 AD it was on October
5th. Because of frequent winter storms in the Mediterranean, shipping was considered hazardous
after September 16 and impossible from November 11 to March 10” (Lee-Thorp 1987, 199).

. Why didn’t the centurion heed Paul’s advice (27:11)?

e How was a decision reached (27:12)?

FYI: “West of [Fair Havens], the coast of Crete falls off abruptly to the north, and here a ship
would be exposed completely to northwest winds. The boats used in the ancient Mediterranean
world were not large or sturdy enough to face the winter storms” (Allen 1990, 228).

“The port at Phoenix was on the same island of Crete and only about 40 miles away. It didn’t seem
crazy to them to make it to Phoenix and be spared a miserable winter at Fair Havens” (Guzik 2023).
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. What encouraged them to set sail? How did the conditions quickly change (27:13-14)?

6. List the increasingly desperate measures that the people took in dealing with the storm.
o 27:15

27:16

27:17

27:18

27:19

FYI: tempestuous/violent wind “5189. tuphonikos; a violent, stormy wind or whirlwind. Like a
tempest or whirlwind, tempestuous, violent, whirling...This is the word from which the Eng. word
‘typhoon’ is derived” (Zodhaites 1992, 1401).

Northeaster/Euraquilo/Euroclydon “2148 Eurakulon; from euros, east wind and kludon (2830), a
wave...A tempestuous wind occurring on the Mediterranean. It blows from all points and its danger
results from the violence and uncertainty of its course” (Zodhaiates 1992, 682).

The fear of crashing on the Sytris Sands (an infamous wrecking area of ships off the coast of
North Africa) made them go with the wind and give up navigating the ship in the storm.

. What circumstances caused them to give up hope (27:20)? (Sailors in Paul’s day navigated by
the sun and stars.)

. What hope did Paul give to the people on the ship (27:21-23)? Cross—reference Acts 23:11.
Note the phrases Paul used in 27:23 to describe his relationship with the Lord.

¢ For what reason would the people on the ship be rescued (27:24)? What witness and
status was God giving Paul?

¢ What personal assurance did Paul give the people (27:25)7?

9. What else did Paul know would happen (27:26)? Why do you think the Lord revealed such
specific details to Paul?

3 Applying the Word: When has the faith of another person helped anchor you through a
storm?
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a)

b)

[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

See the map: “Paul’s journey to Rome and trial before Nero”
https://ibiblemaps.com/paul-journey-rome/

Mark what the following say about God’s ownership of us — what we have, who we are, etc..

¢ Romans 8:15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you
received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." NIV

e Romans 7:4 So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of
Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we
might bear fruit for God.

¢ 1John 3:1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called
children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did
not know him. NIV

e 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is
in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; * you were bought at a
price. Therefore honor God with your bodies. NIV

e John 10:14-15 “| am the good shepherd; | know my sheep and my sheep know me— *° just
as the Father knows me and | know the Father—and | lay down my life for the sheep.” NIV


https://ibiblemaps.com/paul-journey-rome/
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]

Day 2
Shipwrecked on Malta. Read Acts 27:27 — 28:10

How long was the ship in the storm (27:27a)? What condition do you think the people were in
at this point?

¢ What danger did they face next (27:27b—29)?

What do the sailors’ reactions (27:30) say about the conditions?

¢ How did the centurion and sailors respond to Paul’'s warning (27:31-32)? Why do you think
they heeded his words at this point?

FYI: “The sailors, ostensibly to help orient the casting of the anchors, were apparently preparing
to use the dinghy to get to shore, leaving all the rest to fend for themselves, whereas the skills of
these sailors would be needed to get the ship closer to shore the next day” (Morris 1995, 1224).

How did Paul encourage the people (27:33—-36)? What effect did Paul’s thanksgiving to God
have? What would you say about the respect and leadership Paul had at this point?

¢ What does their final act of trying to save the ship (27:38) say about their frame of mind?

What measures did they take to go ashore (27:39-40)7?

e What happened (27:41)? How do you picture the severity of the conditions?

How did the centurion’s concern for Paul save the lives of the other prisoners (27:42—-43)?
What would you say about the growth of the relationship between Paul and Julius?

o How were they saved (27:44)? What happened to the ship and its cargo? Cross-ref. 27:22.

FYI: “Roman military law decreed that a guard who allowed his prisoner to escape was subject to
the same penalty the escaped prisoner would have suffered” (Gaebelein 1981, 562).

“If they missed Malta, there would have been nothing for it but to hold on for 200 miles until they
struck the Tunisian coast, and no one could have expected the ship to survive that long (Bruce)”
(Guzik 2023).
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7. How were the people treated on Malta (28:1-2)? How desperate a condition would they have
been in without this help?

FYI: “These experienced sailors would certainly have known the island of Malta, but not this side
of the island. Almost all the traffic to Malta came to the main port, on the other side of the island”
(Guzik 2023).

“Malta...is an island about 18 miles long and 8 miles wide. It lies 58 miles south of Sicily and 180
miles north and east of the African coast. It had been colonized about 1000 B.C by Phoenicians,
But in 218 B.C it was captured by Rome... Augustus established a Roman governor on the
island...its native population must have spoken not only Phoenician but also some Latin and
Greek” (Gaebelein 1981, 563).

. What miraculous event happened to Paul on the island (28:3-6)7?

¢ How did the people’s opinion of Paul change from 28:4 to 28:67?

@. To what ministry did this lead (28:7-10)? In what others way do you think Paul may have been
ministering to them?

e What kind of relationship did they establish with the people?

3 Applying the Word: If you had been a passenger on this ship with Paul, how do you think
you would have felt about him at this point?

Although scripture doesn’t say, for what reasons may God have allowed this shipwreck?
What do you learn from Paul’s response?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) What did Jesus say about giving thanks in Luke 17:17-187?

b) Read through the following verses on thanksgiving. Mark anything that impresses you. How
important is gratitude and thanksgiving to your relationship with the Lord?

e Psalm 103:2-5 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives all
your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns
you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good so that your youth is
renewed like the eagle's. NIV

e 1 Chronicles 16:23-26 Sing to the Lord, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day.
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is
the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of
the nations are idols, but the Lord made the heavens." NIV

e Psalm 89:1-2 | will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth | will make your
faithfulness known through all generations. | will declare that your love stands firm forever,
that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself. NIV

e Psalm 107:8-9 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful
deeds for mankind, for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things. NIV

e Psalm 136:1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures
forever. NIV

e Ephesians 5:20 Always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. NIV

e Philippians 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. NIV

e Colossians 1:12-14 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. ** For he has rescued us from
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, ** in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. NIV

o Colossians 3:15-17 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one
body you were called to peace. And be thankful. ** Let the message of Christ dwell among
you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns,
and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. ** And whatever
you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him. NIV

e 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. NIV

¢ Romans 6:17-18 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have
come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your
allegiance. *® You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. NIV

e 2 Corinthians 9:15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! NIV


http://biblehub.com/colossians/1-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/colossians/1-14.htm
http://biblehub.com/colossians/3-16.htm
http://biblehub.com/colossians/3-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_corinthians/9-15.htm
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Day 3
To Rome. Read Acts 28:11-25

1. Trace the final leg of Paul’s journey (28:11-14). What degree of freedom did Paul seem to
have at this point?

e Since all scripture is given by inspiration of God (2 Timothy 3:16), what reasons do you see
for these precise details?

. What different measures did believers in Italy take for to Paul? How did Paul respond to them
and what does that say about the difficulties and pressure he was feeling (28:15)? What kind
of reception do you think Paul may have been expecting?

FYI: “The Christians in Rome received Paul's famous letter to them a few years before, so they
probably felt like they knew him already. They honored him by greeting Paul as the emperors were
greeted when they arrived at Rome: they went out to meet him as he came into the city, traveling
some 50 miles to do it!” (Guzik 2023).

“The Forum of Appias was some 43 miles from Rome, and the Tree Taverns was about 10 miles
nearer. Both were inns where travelers might lodge” (Allen 1990, 234).

. What was Paul’s status as a prisoner in Rome (28:16)? With whom did Paul desire to meet with
first in Rome (28:17a)?

ES)

From 28:17-19, list the points that Paul made about his innocence and his commitment to the
nation of Israel.

¢ Why did Paul want to meet with the leaders (28:20)? What did he make clear about his
imprisonment? How is this hope defined in 26:6-77?

[oT]

. What does the fact that the Roman Jews said they had not heard anything “bad” about Paul
say about their position (28:21)7?

¢ What word did they use to describe Christianity (28:22)? What had they heard? With whom
did they seem to be associating?

FYI: sect “G139 hairesis; a choice, i.e. (specifically) a party or (abstractly) disunion: KJV - heresy
which is the Greek word itself], sect” (Strong 2009, 1601).
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6. Read Romans 1:1-16. What do you observe about the faith of the believers in Rome? What are
Paul’s feelings toward these believers and his desire to go to Rome?

. List the words that describe what and how Paul presented the gospel to them (28:23). Cross—
reference Acts 26:22-23.

. How did the Jews in Rome respond (28:24-25)? Compare John 1:11.

FYI: “persuading “G3982 peitho; to convince (by argument, true or false)...to assent (to evidence
or authority), to rely (by inward certainty)” (Strong 2009, 1658).

Others would not believe. “Even the best teaching from the best apostle in the best
circumstances could not persuade them” (Guzik 2023),

3 Applying the Word: Can you think of times where you have felt limited or confined? What
was your attitude during those times? Do you see any way that God used or revealed
Himself to you during those situations?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) On the chart “The Word of the Lord Spreads,” fill in information from 28:31.

b) Underline the other ways Paul described his reason for being in prison.

Acts 23:6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others
Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, "My brothers, | am a Pharisee, the son of a
Pharisee. | stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead." NIV

Acts 26:6 And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our fathers that | am
on trial today. NIV

Ephesians 3:1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles. NIV

Colossians 4:3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we
may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which | am in chains. NIV

2 Timothy 2:8—-9 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David.
This is my gospel, for which | am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal.
NIV

c) What attitude did Paul have about his imprisonment?

Philippians 1:18-20

2:17-18

4:4-6

d) What effect did Paul's imprisonment have on the soldiers and others? See Philippians 1:12—
14; 22.
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Day 4
The Jews Depart.. Read Acts 28:26-31

. What did Paul say about the resistance of the Jews (28:26—-27)? See Matthew 13:13-15 and
John 12:40 for two other occasions where this verse is quoted.

”

e What is the meaning of “hearing,” “seeing,” and “understanding” (“‘eyes, ears, heart”)?

e With what parable did Jesus illustrate this in Matthew 13:18-23? What should we be doing
with our hearts? See Matthew 22:37.

FYI: “Essentially, Isaiah said this in this passage from Isaiah 6:9-10: “If you reject Jesus, you can
hear, but never understand; you can see but never perceive. You heart is, and will be, hard, your ears
closed, and your eyes shut — because you really don’t want to turn to God and be healed of your sin”
(Guzik 2023).

2. In the following verses, underline the reasons for this lack of understanding.

e Jeremiahs 5:21,23,31 Hear this, you foolish and senseless people, who have eyes
but do not see, who have ears but do not hear...* But these people have stubborn and
rebellious hearts; they have turned aside and gone away...** The prophets prophesy
lies, the priests rule by their own authority, and my people love it this way. NIV

o Ephesians 4:18-19 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of
God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. ** Having
lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind
of impurity, and they are full of greed. NIV

o Romans 1:21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks
to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. NIV

« 2 Corinthians 4:4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot
see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. NIV

e John 3:19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness
instead of light because their deeds were evil. NIV

e Colossians 1:21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your
minds because of your evil behavior. NIV

. What did Paul reveal about God’s plan (28:28)? Contrast “listen” with “hearing” in 28:26.

e What had Paul hoped would happen? See Romans 11:11-14.

FYI: “So, is Paul at this point turning from the Jews to Gentiles in a final and definitive move (Polhill,

Acts, 5344)?...In one sense, no. “All’ were welcome to hear the message, including Jews (28:3)...But

in another sense we may say ‘Yes.; Paul believed in ‘official Judaism,” the Jewish people as a whole,
wouldn’t embrace Judaism” (Merida 2017, 402-403).


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Isaiah+6.9-10&t=NKJV
https://biblehub.com/romans/1-21.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_corinthians/4-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/3-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/3-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/colossians/1-21.htm
https://biblehub.com/colossians/1-21.htm
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4. Later, in his letter from prison written to the Ephesians, what did Paul reveal about the hope
offered to Gentiles? See Ephesians 3:1-6. Contrast Acts 26:22.

FYI. “As the year A.D. 70 approached, time was running out before an unparalleled national calamity
struck a Jesus—rejecting Israel. In 10 years or so it would be clear that Jesus was the hope of Israel,
yet a hope that many of them rejected” (Guzik 2023).

. How did the Jews respond to Paul’s indictment (28:29)?

@. List the words that describe what and how Paul was able to preach for the next two years (28:30—
31). Cross-ref. 28:23. What would you say about Paul’s vision, and attitude?

e What was his prayer request during this time? See Ephesians 6:19-20.

FYI: “Another man, thus arrested in a career of ceaseless movement...within prison walls might have
allowed his mind to stagnate in sloth and despair. But Paul behaved very differently. Availing himself
of every possibility of the situation, he converted his one room into a center of far-reaching activity
and beneficence. On the few square feet of space allowed him he erected a fulcrum with which he
moved the world, establishing within the walls of Nero’s capital a sovereignty more extensive than his
own. (James Stalker)” (Swindoll 1992, S 155).

“Luke does not give us details about Paul's two years in Rome... Some argue that Paul was
executed at the end of his two—year detention...Others argue that Paul's case never came to trial
because the prosecutors failed to appear within the statutory eighteen—month period, and...Paul
was released. But during the storm at sea, the angel of the Lord had assured Paul that he would
stand trial before Caesar (cf. 27:24). Therefore, it seems proper to assume that Luke intended his
readers to infer that Paul's case, whatever its outcome, did come before the imperial court...

Accepting the Prison Epistles as having been written during his Roman imprisonment, we
may surmise that Paul fully expected to stand before Caesar's court and that, while he could not
be certain about the outcome, he also expected to be released (cf. Philippians 1:19-26; Philemon
22)...Therefore we may date such a release somewhere around 63...We may believe that after
Paul's release from this Roman imprisonment he continued his evangelistic work in the eastern
portion of the empire...perhaps even fulfilling his long cherished desire to visit Spain (Rom 15:23—
24). And since 2 Timothy 4:6-18 speaks of an approaching second trial in a tone of resignation,
we may conclude that Paul was rearrested about 67 and, according to tradition, beheaded at
Rome by order of the emperor Nero” (Gaebelein 1981, 572).

The epistles/letters that Paul wrote during the Acts period include Galatians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians,
1 & 2 Corinthians and Romans, During this imprisonment Paul probably wrote Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians and Philemon. After 2 years of being imprisoned, it is possible that Paul
was released for a time during which he may have written 1 Timothy and Titus. After that, it is
believed that he was later imprisoned and wrote his last letter, 2 Timothy.
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3 Applying the Word:
“His road [to Rome] lay along that very Sacred Way by which many a Roman general had passed in
triumph to the Capitol....Paul looked little like such a hero: No applauding crowds welcomed his
approach, a few humble friends formed all his escort; yet never did a more truly conquering footstep
fall on the pavement of Roman or a heart more confident of victory pass within her gates’ (James

Stalker)” (Jensen 1986, 114).
What do you think the world would likely regard as failures or insignificant achievements in your
life, to which the Lord will reward and say “Well done”? What are some “seeds” that you have

planted that you prayerfully ask and hope the Lord will grow in others?

LQ Treasured Truth: What will you take away the study of Acts this year that most impacted your
thinking and/or encouraged your heart?

In what way(s) do you feel your understanding of the Bible and Jesus Christ has grown
through studying Acts?

What impressed you about the disciples, Paul, and the early believers?

Have you been encouraged to take a major step of faith?



Acts 27 — 28

14



