
 
  

 

“God has raised this Jesus to life,  

and we are all witnesses of it.  

Exalted to the right hand of God,  

he has received from the Father  

the promised Holy Spirit and has poured 

out what you now see and hear.” 

Acts 2:32–33 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the day of Pentecost the apostles are gathered together and receive the Holy Spirit accompanied by 
spectacular gifts.  People from various nations hear them speaking in their own language and are 
questioning the meaning of it. 

 
Peter addresses the crowd and uses Old Testament prophecy to explain the meaning of the things they were 
experiencing.  He then shows the relationship of these events to Jesus’ resurrection and the gift of salvation 
offered through Him.  Many of the people respond to Peter’s message and are saved.   
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Acts 2:1–41 
 
 

    

Day 1 
The Coming of the Holy Spirit.  Read Acts 2:1–11. 

 

1.  List the details you see in 2:1–5 about the coming of the Holy Spirit.  Compare 2 Chronicles 

7:1–3. 
 

 Who, what, when, where, why, how 
 
 
 
 

 Sights, sounds, etc.  
 
 
 
 

FYI:  “[Pentecost] was the best–attended of the great feasts because traveling conditions were at 
their best. There was never a more cosmopolitan gathering in Jerusalem than this one” (Hughes 
1996, 30). 
 

“The tongues in which the apostles were miraculously enabled to speak were the various native 
languages of the visitors to Jerusalem (not some unintelligible heavenly language).  This was the 
fulfillment of Jesus’s promise that they would receive power from the Holy Spirit to be His 
witnesses to the world (1:8)”  (Evans 2019, 1271). 

 

2.  What attracted the people to the house where the disciples and others were gathering (2:6–8)? 

 
 
 

 
FYI:  “People from Galilee (Galileans) were known to be uncultured and poor speakers. This was 
all the more reason to be impressed with their ability to speak eloquently in other languages. 
‘Galileans had difficulty pronouncing gutturals and had the habit of swallowing syllables when 
speaking; so they were looked down upon by the people of Jerusalem as being provincial.’ 
(Longenecker)”  (Guzik 2023). 
 

“This was incredible!  Uneducated, backwoods Galileans, who usually roughed up their own 
language, could speak the languages of the world better than their own mother tongue” (Swindoll 
B 1992, 30).    

 

3.  From 2:6b,8,11, list the phrases that describe the tongues they heard.   

 
 
 
 

 What different miracles would be involved in giving people this gift?  How does this 
compare to what happened at Babel (Genesis 11:5–7)? 

 
 
 
4.  Who was gathered in Jerusalem at this time (2:5; 9–11a)?   
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5.  Why would there have been large groups of visitors at Pentecost (Deuteronomy 16:16)?  What 
reason does this give for timing of the Holy Spirit’s coming? 

 
 
 
 

FYI:   “Pentecost (he pentekoste, ‘fiftieth’)… according to Leviticus 23:15–16 (cf. Deuteronomy 
16:9–12), was to be celebrated on the ‘day after the seventh Sabbath’ and hence on the fiftieth day 
after Passover.  It was originally the festival of the firstfruits of the grain harvest (Exodus 23:16; 
Leviticus 23:17–22; Numbers 28:26–31); and it was called the Feast of Weeks because it came 
after a period of seven weeks [a week of weeks] of harvesting that began with the offering of the 
first barley sheaf during the Passover celebration and ended with the wheat harvest”  (Gaebelein 
1981, 269). 
 

6.  What content do you think was included in the message being conveyed (2:11b)?  Cross 

reference 1:8. 
 
 
 
 

Food for Thought:  “Those preparing for the mission field today have to learn in the normal way 
the language of the land to which they are going.  The miracle of the Pentecostal languages 
certainly gives one reason why the Gospel spread so quickly over the known world.  There was no 
need for any special language training”  (Allen 1990, 18). 

 

  Applying the Word:  What do you find most intriguing about this event?  How do you think 

you would have reacted if you had been there?  Why do you think the Lord used such a 
dramatic demonstration of the coming of the Holy Spirit? 
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 

 
a) When and how do we receive the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13)? 
 
 
 
b) Mark what the following say about the strength the Holy Spirit gives us 

when we receive Christ. 
 

 Ephesians 3:16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may 
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being.  NIV  

 

 Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work 
within us.  NIV 

 

 2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of 
a sound mind.  KJV 

 

 2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through 
our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.  NIV 

 

 Philippians 4:13  I can do all this through him who gives me strength.   NIV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Words in Acts: 
  Holy Spirit  
  baptized 
  witness (-es) 
  resurrection (taken      
  up, raised) 
  pray (–er, –ed) 
  tongues 
  Jews, Israel 
  Jesus Christ 
  Word (of God...) 
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Day 2 
Peter’s Sermon at Pentecost.  Read Acts 2:12–21 

 

1.  What different reactions did the people have to the events at Pentecost (2:12–13)?   Why would 

some of the people think that the tongues sounded like the disciples were drunk?  (Consider 
how many languages were being spoken at once.) 

 
 
 
 
 

2.  Who addressed the crowd gathered at Pentecost (2:14–15)?   

 
 
 

 How much courage do you see the disciples displaying?  How does this compare to earlier?  
See Matthew 26:69–75,  Mark 14:50, and John 20:19.  How do you account for this 
amazing change?   

 
 

 
3.  How did Peter answer the accusation that the disciples were drunk (2:14–16)? 
 

 
 

 To what period of time did these events point (2:17a)?  [Peter quotes: Joel 2:28–32, Psalm 
16:8–11, and Psalm 110:1 in his address.] 

 
 

 
 

4.  According to Joel’s prophecy, what spiritual gifts would be given to people (2:17b–18)? 

 
 
 
 

FYI:  “In the last days. This ‘last days’ prophecy of Joel was fulfilled at Pentecost only in a 
precursive sense. Its complete fulfillment must await the time of the end (see its continuation in 
Joel 3)”  (Morris 1995, 1179).  

 

5.  What signs and wonders will God perform (2:19–20a) in the last days?  See 2 Peter 3:10. 

 
 
 
 

6.  What would these last days signal (2:20b)?  Note: How much of Joel’s prophecy had occurred 

so far?  
 
 

 To what amazing promise did this point (2:21)?  Compare Psalm 86:5.  
 

 
 
 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Joel+2.28-32&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Psalm+16.8-11&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Psalm+16.8-11&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Psalm+110.1&t=NKJV
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   Applying the Word:  How do Jesus’s first and second comings compare?  Why the 

difference?  What comforts you about both? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 
a) In Matthew 24:27–31, what events did Jesus predict would happen immediately before His 

Second Coming?   
 
 
 
 
b) How is the Lord described at His second coming  (Revelation 19:11–16)?   
 
 
 
c) How does other scripture describe the wrath of God against evil in “the day of the Lord”? 

 

 Isaiah 13:9–13 
 
 

 Revelation 6:12–14 
 
 
 
d) For examples of Jesus’s first and second comings prophesied together, see Isaiah 61:1–2 and 

Isaiah 9:6–7. 
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Day 3 
Prophecy’s Fulfillment in Jesus.  Read Acts 2:22–33 

 

God’s Power and Plan 
 

1.  What did Peter remind the people about Jesus’s life (2:22)?  How does that relate to what he 

had been talking about?   
 
   
 

2.  What did Peter give as the ultimate reason for Jesus’ death (2:23a)? Compare John 10:17–18. 

 
 

 

 What part did the people have in His death (2:23b)?   See Luke 23:13–25. 
 
 

 

3.  What did he say Jesus’s resurrection accomplished (2:24)?     

 
 
 

 By the repeated use of the word “God” in 2:22–24, what point was Peter making about the 
power and purpose displayed in Jesus’s life, death and resurrection?  (Note the verbs 

describing what God had done in these verses.  “accredited by God, God performed/did”...) 

 
 
 
 
God’s Promises 
 

4.  How can the descriptions in 2:25–26 (quoted from Psalm 16:6:8–11) apply to both David and 
Jesus Christ?  See Hebrews 12:2. 

 
 
 

 Why doesn’t the description in 2:27 fit David’s life?  See 2:29.  
 

 
 

FYI:  “The book of Psalms is a collection of inspired songs used in worship of God, and many of 
them foretell the coming of the Messiah and predict events that were fulfilled in the life of Jesus 
Christ. In total, twenty–five different psalms (one out of every six psalms) include at least 
one messianic prophecy. Messianic psalms are quoted in eleven New Testament books, 
especially the gospels and the book of Acts.”   (Got Questions: “Which psalms predict the coming 
of Jesus Christ?”  (https://www.gotquestions.org/Psalms–Jesus–Christ.html).   
 

5.  To what person did David’s prophecy point (2:30–31)?   See 2 Samuel 

7:12 for the promise the Lord gave David. 
 
 
 

 With whom did Peter connect this (2:32)?    
 
 
 

Digging Deeper 
What prophecy was 
Mary told that her son 
to be born would fulfill 
(Luke 1:31–33)? 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Book-of-Psalms.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/messianic-prophecies.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Psalms-Jesus-Christ.html
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6.  How did Jesus’ resurrection and ascension relate to what they had just experienced at 

Pentecost (2:33)? 
 
 
 
 

   Applying the Word:  How (and where) do you picture the Lord Jesus?  Why is understanding 

His position as the risen Lord so important to understanding our relationship with Him? See   
1 Corinthians 15:14. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

a) In John 10:25,37–38, what did Jesus say about the works He  did? 
 

 
 
 

b) Underline what the works of both Jesus and the disciples affirmed. 
 

 Mark 16:20 Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked 
with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.  NIV 
 

 Hebrews 2:3–4  This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us 
by those who heard him. 4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various 
miracles, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.  NIV 

 

 2 Corinthians 12:12  I persevered in demonstrating among you the marks of a true apostle, 
including signs, wonders and miracles.  NIV 

 

c) What did John say about Jesus’s works (John 20:30–31)? 
 
 
 
d) For a list of the miracles in Acts see: 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/smith_don/PortraitsofChrist/PortraitsofChrist/poc–
030.cfm 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/smith_don/PortraitsofChrist/PortraitsofChrist/poc-030.cfm
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/smith_don/PortraitsofChrist/PortraitsofChrist/poc-030.cfm
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Day 4 
God’s Promises Fulfilled in Christ.  Read Acts 2:34–41 

 

1.  Why couldn’t David have been referring to himself in Psalms 110:1 (2:34a)?   Cross-+p[++ref. 

Mark 12:35–37. 
 
 

 What picture did this portray of Christ (2:34b–35)?  Compare Ephesians 1:20–22. 
 

 
 

FYI:  “This verse of the Old Testament is quoted in the New Testament more than any other single 
verse; either quoted or referred to at least 25 times. In this Psalm, David understood and 
proclaimed the deity of the Messiah. In this Psalm, King David – by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
– recorded that Yahweh, Israel’s covenant God (The LORD), spoke to David’s Lord (my Lord) as 
God. Peter used this to show that the Messiah, who is the focus of Psalm 110, is in fact Divine – 
He is God”  (Guzik 2023). 
 

2.  What did the facts about Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection along with prophecy in the Old 

Testament show to “all Israel” (2:36)?   Compare Philippians 2:9–11.   
 
 
 

 How had Peter answered their question in 2:12? 
 
 
 

 What does scripture say about all the promises of God?  2 Corinthians 1:20. 
 
 
 

FYI:  Lord  Strong’s #2962 Greek: Kurios  “supreme in authority” (Strong 2009, 1643). 
 

“that same Jesus. Jesus was the human name of the Savior, ordained by God Himself (Matthew 
1:21). ‘Christ’ meaning ‘Messiah’ or ‘Anointed One’ is the title representing His three-fold office as 
Prophet, Priest and King—first of Israel, then of all nations. To those who are His own followers 
and servants, He is also their Lord (Romans 10:9). Thus His full name, so to speak, to those who 
know Him, is Lord Jesus Christ”   (Morris 1995, 1180).  
 

3.  How were the people affected by Peter’s speech (2:37)?  

 
 

 How does this compare to their initial response (2:13)? 
 
 
 

FYI:  cut/pierced to the heart  Strong’s #2660 Greek: katanusso  “to pierce thoroughly, i.e. 
(figuratively) to agitate violently” (Strong 2009, 1639). 
 

4.  What did Peter tell the people to do (2:38)?  Compare John and Jesus’s call in Matthew 3:2 and 

4:17. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Psalm+110&t=NKJV
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5.  What was promised and who was included (2:39)? 
 
 
 
6.  How earnestly did Peter appeal to the people (2:40)? 
 
 

 What do you think he meant by “be saved from this corrupt/perverse generation”?  See 
Deuteronomy 32:5–6.  
 

 

 How well were Peter’s words received (2:41)? 
 
 

7.  In John 16:7–11, what effects did Jesus say the Holy Spirit would have on people’s hearts?  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small-group 

discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your heart? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 
 Who are other people that used OT scripture to prove Jesus’ identity? 
 

 Luke 24:25–27,44 
 
 

 Acts 7:2ff 
 
 

 Acts 8:35 
 
 

 Acts 17:2–3 
 
 

 Acts 18:27–28 


