“Salvation is found in no one else,
for there is no other name under heaven
given to mankind

Iay which we must be saved.”

Acts 412 NIV

After the authorities arrest the apostles, Peter testifies to the rulers about Christ. When they find no basis for
punishment, and fear the people who had witnessed the apostle’s miracle, they let Peter and John go with a
warning not to teach anymore in Jesus’ name.

To this Peter again takes a courageous stand and states that they must preach what they have seen in
heard from the Lord.

The early believers are empowered and united together with “one heart and soul.”
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Acts 4

Day 1
Peter and John Arrested. Read Acts 4:1-11

. Who had a problem with Peter and John'’s teaching and why were they upset (4:1-2)?

¢ Why would Sadducees, in particular, take issue with Peter and John? See Acts 23:8.

FYI: “The 'captain of the Temple’ was the chief of the Temple police, and he was responsible for
keeping order in the Temple courts. He was ranked next to the high priest and was in charge of a
picked body of Levites” (Allen 1990, 42).

Sadducees “were the ruling class of wealthy aristocrats. Politically, they ingratiated themselves with
the Romans, and followed a policy of collaboration, so that they feared the subversive implications of
the apostles’ teaching. Theologically, they...denied the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead,
which the apostles proclaimed in Jesus...They thus saw the apostles as both agitators and heretics,
both disturbers of the peace and enemies of truth. (John Stott)” (Swindoll 1992, B 69).

“In the book of Acts persecution was largely Sadducean. They were the materialistic rationalist of
their day—denying the supernatural...To the Sadducees, the Messiah was simply an ideal and the
messianic age a process.

These men had gained special ascendancy during the intertestamental Maccabean period. During
subsequent political regimes, they created a priestly nobility. They were the educated, wealthy
elite. But they were also unprincipled collaborationists, political sycophants who would sell their
mothers to stay in power. Though a minority, they controlled Jewish political and religious life.
They were evil control freaks and they did not want anyone rocking their boat” (Hughes 1996, 61).

. How aggressively did the leaders come against Peter and John (4:3)? Why was no charge
given?

e Although the messengers were locked up, what happened with the message (4:4)?

. From 4:5-7, how daunting do you think the situation was for Peter and John?

FYI: “The Sanhedrin (‘council’) was the senate and supreme court of the nation, which had
jurisdiction in all noncapital cases—though it also advised the Roman governors in capital cases—
and in one case, viz., that of Gentiles trespassing beyond the posted barriers into the inner courts
of the temple, could on its own sentence even put a Roman citizen to death...The Sanhedrin
consisted of the high priest, who by virtue of his office was president, and seventy others, made up
of members of the high priestly families, a few influential persons of various formal ideological
allegiances or backgrounds within Judaism, and professional experts in the law drawn from both
Sadducean and Pharisaic ranks. It was dominated by the Sadducees and probably came together
mostly at their request” (Gaebelein 1981, 302).
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4. What did the council ask them (4:7)? Why were they questioning their authority rather than
focusing on the wonderful miracle that had happened?

. How was Peter empowered for his defense (4:8)?

¢ How had Jesus warned them beforehand in John 15:18-217

o How had Jesus prepared the disciples for these situations? See Luke 21:12-15.

6. lronically, what did Peter establish as the basis for the trial (4:9)? Compare Jesus’s remarks in
Mark 3:4.

7. How did Peter answer their question (4:10)? How do you think they felt when Peter went on the
offense? Notice the repetition of the word “you.”

. What prophecy had the authorities fulfilled (4:11a)? (This is quoted from Psalm 118:22.)

e To whom did Peter give the victory (4:11b)? See Ephesians 2:20.

¢ How had Peter turned the tables on the authorities?

3 Applying the Word: What did you learn from Peter's example about responding and
witnessing to those who oppose you?



Acts 4 4
[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) What do you learn about Annas and Caiaphas from Matthew 26:3-5 and John 18:12-147

b) How had Jesus applied the prophecy in Psalm 118:22 about the cornerstone in the parable of
the tenants (Matthew 21:33-45)? How did the leaders react (21:46)? (A vine or vineyard is
often used in scripture to refer to the nation of Israel.)

c) What sins kept being emphasized by the apostles?

e 2:23b

e 2:36b

e 3:13b-15
e 4:10b,11a

d) What truth was being presented over and over?

o 1:11

e 2:32, 36a

o 3:15-16

o 3:26

o 42 Additional Key Words in
Acts:
name

e 4:10-12 teach (speak, preach)

healed (made well...)
confidence (boldness)
lied

fear

church
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Day 2
The Council’'s Amazement. Read Acts 4:12-22

. What salvation message did Peter give to the council (4:12)? What did that do to the leaders’
authority and power?

e How much courage do you think Peter and John showed? What had already happened to
John the Baptist (John 14:3-12)7?

FYI: “Though most of the Sanhedrin were Sadducees and did not want to hear of the Resurrection,
Peter hurled it at them like a flaming spear: ‘whom you crucified but whom God raised from the
dead.” Then came his stupendous claim in verse 12: ‘Salvation is found in no one else, for there is
no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” It is Christ or nothing!
Christ or judgment! Christ or Hell! What marvelous, gracious aggression! And Peter had just
begun!” (Hughes 1996, 62).

. What did the council find astonishing in Peter and John’s behavior and attitudes (4:13a)? What
connection did they make (4:13b)?

e When Jesus taught the Jewish authorities, what was their response? See John 7:14-15.

FYI: courage/boldness/confidence “parrhesia (3954) denotes (a) freedom of speech,
unreservedness of utterance,” or ‘to speak without ambiguity, plainly,” (b) ‘the absence of fear in
speaking boldly; hence, confidence, cheerful courage, boldness™ (Vine 1985, 72).

3l How did the council respond and why (4:14)?

¢ What other reason did they have for not saying anything (4:15-16) and what does that say
about their hearts?

Food for Thought: "Itis particularly striking that neither on this nor on any subsequent
occasion...did the Sanhedrin take any serious action to disprove the apostles' central affirmation —
the resurrection of Jesus. Had it seemed possible to refute them on this point, how readily would
the Sanhedrin have seized the opportunity! Had they succeeded, how quickly and completely the
new movement would have collapsed!" (Bruce 1981, 103).

“We cannot deny it: The corruption of their hearts was plain. They acknowledged that a miracle had
genuinely happened; yet they refused to submit to the God who worked the miracle” (Guzik 2023).

“The leaders could not deny the healing...But their religious biases prevented them from seeing the
truth...Although Peter clearly and succinctly preached salvation through Christ, religion is unmoved
by the gospel message... [The Sanhedrin] couldn’t refute the facts: ignorant men had spoken
articulately, and a once—lame man could walk. So they said nothing...religion is silenced by
transformed lives” (Swindoll 1992, B 71-72).
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. In spite of the “facts,” what motivated the council (4:17)? Why do you think people’s opinion
held so much sway over them?

¢ What fear had been expressed by the leaders because of Jesus in John 11:46-48?

5. In the end, what was the only thing the council could do (4:18)?

@. From Peter and John’s response, what would you say about their focus and determination
(4:19-20)?

¢ If the Sanhedrin had admitted Peter was right, what would that have said about their actions
toward Jesus?

. What facts and circumstances kept the authorities from doing anything beyond making threats
(4:21b-22)?

FYI: “The authorities tried in every way to stop the spread of the Christian faith, especially ‘being
grieved’ at the preaching of the resurrection, since so many were believing it (Acts 4:4). They could
have stopped the spread of the faith easily, of course, merely by producing and displaying the
dead body of Jesus. This they could not do, however, because He had risen from the dead and
ascended to heaven! Their inability to produce His body is thus one of the ‘many infallible proofs’
(Acts 1:3) of His bodily resurrection. They would surely have done this if they could” (Morris 1995,
1182).

3 Applying the Word: What difference do you think there is in your testimony because of how
much time you have “been with Jesus” in His word and in prayer?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) Underline the only way to God.

e John 14:6 Jesus answered, "l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.” NIV

¢ 1 Timothy 2:5-6 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man
Christ Jesus, ¢ who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. NIV

e 1John 2:23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son
has the Father also. NIV

e 1 John 5:11-12 And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in
His Son. > He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have
life. NIV

b) How open is the invitation? Record the word that describes to whom salvation is offered.

e John 3:15-16, 36  “everyone,, whoever believes”

e John 6:40
e John 7:37
e John 11:25

¢) In the following, underline the reasons for the hostility of unbelievers.

e 2 Corinthians 2:14-16 But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives in Christ’s
triumphal procession and uses us to spread the aroma of the knowledge of him
everywhere. * For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being
saved and those who are perishing. *® To the one we are an aroma that brings death; to the
other, an aroma that brings life. NIV

o Jeremiah 9:6 You live in the midst of deception; in their deceit they refuse to acknowledge
me,” declares the LORD. NIV

e John 3:19-20 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness
instead of light because their deeds were evil. % Everyone who does evil hates the light,
and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. NIV

e John 15:18-21 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. *° If you belonged
to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but | have
chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you...** They will treat you this way
because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. NIV

e James 4:4 ...don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity against God?
Therefore, anyone who choose to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. NIV

¢ Romans 8:7-8 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s
law, nor can it do so. ® Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. NIV


https://biblehub.com/john/6-40.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/7-37.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/11-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/romans/8-7.htm
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Day 3
The Prayer of Believers. Read Acts 4:23-31

. Where did Peter and John head after they were released (4:23)? What do you think the
fellowship of these people meant after this ordeal?

¢ How did their companions respond when they heard what happened (4:24a)?

. What did they acknowledge about:
e God’s power and authority (4:24b)? Why is this a good place to begin?

e The world’s opposition (4:25-26)7?

FYI: Lord/Sovereign Lord (4:24) “Strong’s #1203 Greek: despotes ‘a master, lord, one who
possesses supreme authority” (Vine 1985, 380).

“4.25-26 “They quoted the first words of Psalm 2, recognizing that what they had just experienced
was in harmony with this Psalm. Rome was typical of the raging nations, and the Jewish leaders
were typical of the peoples who plotted against the Lord. Herod Antipas, the ruler of Galilee and
Peraea, was a picture of earth's kings, and Pontius Pilate another of their antagonistic rulers. The
whole Psalm showed that all these were united against the Lord Jesus, but in spite of this,
unbeknown to them, they were fulfilling the over—ruling of God (verses 27,28) concerning the
suffering Messiah” (Allen 1990, 46).

3. List the people and rulers they named that fit the description of hateful opposition in Psalm 2
(4:27).

¢ In spite of this power against them, whom did they recognize as in control (4:28)7?

FYI: “‘The Word of God is not bound. And that unleashed, unbound, powerful Word of the gospel
reached out from Jerusalem, that remote city of the Roman Empire, to permeate and eventually
transform the entire world.” (Boice)

Because they saw their circumstances in light of God’s Word, they could recognize that the wrath
of man never operated outside of the sphere of God’s control; these enemies of Jesus could

only do whatever the hand of God allowed” (Guzik 2023).

. In response to the threats, what personal prayer request did they make (4:29-30)? (Compare
Ephesians 6:18-20.) Surprisingly, what didn’t they ask God to do to their enemies?
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. How did the Lord respond to their prayer (4:31)~ at would this have conveyed to them?
5. How did the Lord d to thei (4:31)? Wh Id this h d to them?
(Compare Exodus 19:18)

FYI: “More persecution awaited the young believers, but God reassured them, surrounding them
with evidence of the Spirit's power and guidance. It was if He were saying, ‘Keep on going. Leave
the dangers to Me. Just stay at your task of witnessing for My Son, and I'll give you the strength
you need. Remember, I’'m on your side!”” (Swindoll 1992, B 80).

“The book of Acts shows how wonderfully God answered their prayers. All kinds of spectacular
miracles followed right throughout this period. They were public and seen by many people, and
were a constant witness to the chosen nation of Israel that God was serious in His promise to
restore again the kingdom that had been so graphically set forth by the Old Testament prophets;
hence their need to obey God’s commands to them to repent and turn again to Him (Acts 19-26)”
(Allen 1990, 46).

3 Applying the Word: Why do you think it pleases God when a community of believers pray for
each other?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) Underline what is associated with the acknowledgment of God as the sovereign creator and
Lord of all.

e Isaiah 40:28-29 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and
his understanding no one can fathom. ?° He gives strength to the weary and increases the
power of the weak. NIV

¢ Jeremiah 32:17 "Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your
great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you.” NIV

e Psalm 146:6-7 Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD
his God, ¢ the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them—the LORD,
who remains faithful forever. 7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the
hungry. The LORD sets prisoners free. NIV

o Psalm 136:5-6 who by his understanding made the heavens, His love endures forever.
6 who spreads out the earth upon the waters, His love endures forever. NIV

e John 1:1-4 In the beginning was the Word...®Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of men.
NIV

b) Underline how, what, and who we should pray for:
e Ephesians 6:18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. NIV

e Philippians 4 6—7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. NIV

e Hebrews 13:18 Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to
live honestly. NIV

¢ 1 Timothy 2:1-2 | urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. NIV

¢) Read Psalm 2. In the verses following the quotation in Acts 4:25-26, how does the Father
respond to the “vain plots/imaginations” of men (Psalm 2:3-6)?

¢ In Psalm 2:6-9, what judgment will the Son of God execute against these nations?

e InPsalm 2:10-12, what advice is given to the kings of the earth?

e \What blessing is pronounced at the end (Psalm 2:12b)? How fitting was this Psalm to the
circumstances of the early believers? How comforting?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%206%3A18&version=NIV
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Day 4
The Believers’ Unity. Read Acts 4:32-37

. What characterized the early believer’s lives (4:32)7?

FYI: “There was also probably immediate reason for this significant sharing of all things in
common. Since Pentecost there was a large number of those who believed and many of them
were from distant lands. Without permanent homes and jobs in Jerusalem and Judea, those who
stayed in Jerusalem to learn more about being followers of Jesus needed special support from the
Christian community...
Later, Paul’s instructions were:
- The church must discern who the truly needy are (1 Timothy 5:3).
- If one can work to support himself, he is not truly needy and must provide for his own needs
(2 Thessalonians 3:10-12, 1 Timothy 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 4:11).
- If family can support a needy person, the church should not support them (1 Timothy 5:3-4).
- ltis right for the church to examine moral conduct before giving support (1 Timothy 5:9-13).
- The support of the church should be for the most basic necessities of living (1 Timothy 6:8).
(Guzik 2023).

“This does not mean these believers saw everything eye to eye. Bishop Westcott said: ‘External
visible unity is not required for the invisible unity of the church...The early Christians certainly
differed in their opinions on may things...But they were united as to who Christ was, that He was
Lord of all. All of them recognized the necessity of living for Him” (Hughes 1996, 69).

2. How had Jesus prayed for believers in John 17:21-23? What kind of oneness did He want
them to have?

e From 1 John 1:3,7, what produces unity among believers?

3. How were the apostles equipped by God (4:33)?

. What else characterized the lives of these early believers (4:34-35)?

FYI: “All things in common: Was this an early form of communism? There is a contrast between
communism and koinonia. ‘Communism says, “What is yours is mine; I'll take it.” Koinonia says,
“What is mine is yours, I'll share it.” (LaSor)

‘The Greek here does not mean that everyone sold their property at once. Rather, from time to
time this was done as the Lord brought needs to their attention.” (Horton)” (Guzik 2023).

“With the economic situation in Palestine steadily deteriorating because of famine and political
unrest...employment was limited—not only for Galileans and others...but also for the regular
residents of Jerusalem who now faced economic and social sanctions because of their new
messianic faith. Experientially, the spiritual oneness the believers found to be a living reality
through their common allegiance to Jesus must, they realized, be expressed in caring for the
physical needs of their Christian brothers and sisters. Indeed, their integrity as a community of
faith depended on their doing this” (Gaebelein 1981, 310).



https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Timothy+5.3&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=2Thessalonians+3.10-12&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Timothy+5.8&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Thessalonians+4.11&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Timothy+5.3-4&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Timothy+5.9-13&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Timothy+6.8&t=NKJV
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. How would you describe Barnabas’s character from 4:36-37? Digging Deeper

For Barnabas’s
involvement in the ministry
with Paul see: Acts 9:26—
27; 11:25-26 and 13:1-3.

e What else do you learn about him from Acts 11:22-247

3 Applying the Word: Filled with God’s power and grace, the early

believers were characterized by unity of spirit and loving care. How
much do you think those qualities influence our world today? How destructive can disunity

and a lack of concern for others, selfishness, and greed be to the fellowship of believers and
our witness to unbelievers?

EQ Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small-group
discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your heart?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions
a) Underline other things that produce unity.

e Philippians 2:3—4 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility
value others above yourselves, * not looking to your own interests but each of you to the
interests of the others. NIV

e Ephesians 4:2-3 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in
love. ® Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. NIV

e Colossians 3:13-14 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. ** And over all these virtues
put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. NIV

e Romans 12:16-18 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to
associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. *’ Do not repay anyone evil for
evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. *8If it is possible, as far as it
depends on you, live at peace with everyone. NIV

e 2 Timothy 2:22—-24 Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love
and peace with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 2 But refuse foolish and
ignorant speculations, knowing that they produce Mquarrels. * The Lord’s bond-servant must
not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, skillful in teaching, patient when wronged. NASB

o 1 Peter 4:8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.
NIV

b) Underline the concerns for others that the Lord wants believers to have.
¢ Romans 12:13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. NIV

e Ephesians 4:28 The one who steals must steal no longer; instead he must labor, doing
good with his own hands, so that he will have something to share with the one who has
need. NET

e 1John 3:16-18 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And
we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. *” If anyone has material
possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love
of God be in that person? *® Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with
actions and in truth. NIV

e 1 Timothy 5:8 Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own
household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. NIV

e 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind
your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, *? so that your daily life
may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. NIV

e 1 Corinthians 12:25-26 so that there may be no division in the body, but that the parts may
have the same care for one another. *® And if one part of the body suffers, all the parts
suffer with it; if a part is honored, all the parts rejoice with it. NIV


https://biblehub.com/colossians/3-14.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20tim%202&version=NIV,NKJV,NASB#fen-NASB-29838k
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