
 

 

“But Peter and the apostles answered,  

‘We must obey God rather than men.’” 
 

 

 

 

Acts 5:29 NIV 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Deception and sin within the group of believers threatens its unity and witness. Divine judgment occurs.   
 

Amazing miraculous signs and wonders are performed by the apostles and multitudes of believers are added 
to their number. 

 

The Jewish authorities become jealous of the disciples and arrest them.  God miraculously releases them from 
jail and tells them to continue teaching.   When they are brought before the Council, Peter refuses their 
demands.   

 

A Pharisee named Gamaliel cautions the leaders against killing them.  After being flogged, the disciples are 
set free.  
 



Acts 5   2 

Acts 5 

 

 
Day 1 

Ananias and Sapphira.  Read Acts 5:1–11 
 

1.  What did Ananias and Sapphira decide to do with some of their land (5:1–2)?  What do you think 

motivated them?   
 
 
 

2.  Who had influenced Ananias and Sapphira in this deception (5:3)?  What had they probably told 

the disciples about the gift? 
 
 

 Where does lying originate? See John 8:44. 
 
 

3.  Whom did Ananias and Sapphira lie to, first and foremost (5:3b,4b)?  Compare Isaiah 29:15.  

 
 
 

 What did they forget?  See Proverbs 5:21; 15:3. 
 
 
 

4.  What freedom of choice did Ananias and Sapphira have before and after selling the land (5:4)?   

 
 
 

 Besides lying, what other evils would you connect with their sin?  Contrast 4:32. 
 
 
 

5.  Why do you think the Lord judged this sin immediately and severely (5:5–6)?   

 
 
 
 

FYI:  “What Ananias did also must be seen in the context of its time. This was a critical juncture for 
the early church and such impurity, sin, scandal and satanic infiltration could have corrupted the 
entire church at its root. ‘The Church has never been harmed or hindered by opposition from without; 
it has been perpetually harmed and hindered by perils from within.’ (Morgan)” (Guzik 2023). 
 

6.  How did Peter give Sapphira a chance to repent (5:8)? 

 
 

 What did her answer show?  
 
 

 What did Peter say she had done (5:9)? 
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7.  Considering the miraculous gifts and responsibilities these believers were being given (Acts 2:43; 
3:6; 4:33) and the blessings that were at stake for the nation, how important was it for them to be 
held accountable as well?   

 
 

 

 What do you think might have happened if this incident had gone unchecked?  See 1 
Corinthians 5:6.  

 
 

 
FYI:  “Peter did not view the action of Ananias and Sapphira as merely incidental. He spoke of it as 
inspired by Satan and as a lie to both the Holy Spirit and God.  It was a case of deceit and was an 
affront, not just on the community level, but primarily before God.  Deceit is spiritually disastrous––a 
sin, whatever its supposed justification, that sours every personal relationship.  Where there is even 
the suspicion of conscious misrepresentation and deception, trust is completely violated. 
…The way Ananias and Sapphira attempted to reach their goals was so diametrically opposed to the 
whole thrust of the gospel that to allow it to go unchallenged would have set the entire mission of the 
church off course.  Like the act of Achan, [see Joshua 7:11–12] this episode was pivotal in the life 
and mission of God's people, for the whole enterprise was threatened at its start.  And while we may 
be thankful that judgment upon deceit in the church is not now so swift and drastic, this incident 
stands as an indelible warning regarding the heinousness in God's sight of deception in spiritual and 
personal matters”  (Gaebelein 1981, 314). 
 

Some consider this period in Acts a foretaste of the last days (See Acts 2:16–17ff)  with astonishing 
public miracles of both blessing and judgment being given.   

 
8.  What was the result of these events (5:5b,11)? 
 

 
 

   Applying the Word: Why is lying so destructive both to the recipient and the one who lies?   

What do even “little” deceptions do to relationships?   
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 
a) Underline what scripture says about lying. 
 

 Proverbs 12:19,22 Truthful lips will endure forever, But a lying tongue is only for a 
moment...22 Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, But those who deal faithfully are His 
delight.  NASB 

 

 Ephesians 4:25 Therefore, ridding yourselves of falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE OF 

YOU WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, because we are parts of one another.  NASB 
 

 Colossians 3:9–10  Do not lie to one another, since you stripped off the old self with 
its evil practices, 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed to a true 
knowledge according to the image of the One who created it—  NASB 

 
b) Underline what will be judged. 

 

 Matthew 12:36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give 
account of it in the day of judgment.  NKJV 

 

 Ecclesiastes 12:14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, along with every hidden 
thing, whether good or evil. NIV 

 

 Hebrews 4:!3  Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered 
and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.  NIV 

 
c) What will be our only defense and means of justification?  See Romans 8:1–2. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional Key Words: 
suffer (flogged…) 

rulers (high priest, council) 
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Day 2 
Miracles and Signs.  Read Acts 5:12–21. 

 

1.  Where did the disciples gather and what were they doing (5:12)?  Compare Matthew 4:23. 

 
 
 

 What were these miracles called and what do those titles convey?   Record the phrases that 
describe the purpose of the signs Jesus performed. See John 2:11; 20:30–31.) 

 
 
 
2.  What had God promised the nation (Exodus 15:26)?  See also Isaiah 65:19–20 for picture of the 

new kingdom. 
 
 
 

3.  How did people’s reactions to the gospel differ (5:13–14)? 

 
 
 

FYI:  more and more/multitudes (5:14) “G4128 plethos;  a fullness, i.e. a large number, throng, 
populace – bundle, company, multitude”  (Strong 2009, 1660). 

 

4.  From 5:15–16, what would you say about the nature and extent of the miracles being performed?  

Compare Acts 19:11–12. 
 
 
 

 Specifically, what kinds of signs had been prophesied about the coming kingdom in Isaiah 
35:4–6? 

 
 
 

FYI:  “All kinds of spectacular miracles followed right throughout this period. They were public and 
seen by many people, and were a constant witness to the chosen nation of Israel that God was 
serious in His promise to restore again the kingdom that had been so graphically set forth by the Old 
Testament prophets; hence their need to obey God's command to them to repent and turn again to 
Him (Acts 3:19–26)”  (Allen 1990, 47). 
 

5.  Why were the apostles’ arrested (5:17–18)? 

 
 
 
6.  How did the Lord rescue the apostles and what command were they given (5:19–20)?  How do 

you think the angel’s command sounded to them?   
 
 
 
 
 

FYI:  “There is some divine humor here, too, because the Sadducees [Acts 5:17] did not believe in 
angels” (Hughes 1996, 85). 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+5.17&t=NKJV
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7.  What does the apostles’ response indicate about their hearts (5:21a)?  For what had they prayed 

(4:29)? 

 
 
 
   Applying the Word: In spite of so many different personalities, cultures, and opinions among 

believers, what did you observe about the unity that God gives?  How is this different than the 
world’s concept? 
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

a) Fill in the first 3 rows on the chart “The Word of the Lord Spreads.”  
 
 

b) From the gospel of John, underline things that are connected with or describe the “Life” that 
Jesus brought. 

 

 1 John 5:11–12 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have 
life. NIV 

 

 John 1:4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  NIV 
 

 John 5:24 "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.” NIV 

 

 John 6:35 Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go 
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.” NIV 

 

 John 6:63 “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you 
are spirit and they are life.” NIV 

 

 John 6:68 Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life.” NIV 

 

 John 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, "I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." NIV 

 

 John 10:10 "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have 
life, and have it abundantly.” NASU 

 

 John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will 
live, even though he dies;” NIV 

 

 John 14:6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” NIV 

 

 John 17:3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent NIV 
 

c) What instructions does Ephesians 6:11–18 give about how we are to stand against the enemy?  
(Try drawing a stick figure diagram of the pieces of armor.) 
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Day 3 
The Apostles Before the Sanhedrin. Read Acts 5:21–33 

 

1.  Who came to interrogate the apostles (5:21b)? To what could this have led?  Compare Matthew 

27:1.  
 
 
 

2.  From the report of the officers and the conditions in the prison, what miracles do you see in the 

apostles’ release (5:19,22–23)?    
 
 
 

 How did the leaders react to this information (5:24)?  What questions and doubts do you think 
would have been running through the leaders’ minds? To what other kinds of events had they 
been a witness?  Do you see the Lord reaching out to them too? 

 
 
 

FYI:  at a loss, doubted “G1280 diaporeo; to be thoroughly nonplussed  KJV – (be in) doubt, be 
(much) perplexed”  (Strong 2009, 1618). 

 

3.  Why did the captain and officers show restraint when they arrested the apostles again (5:25–26)?  

What picture does this give you of the atmosphere of the situation?   
 

 
 

 What could the apostles have easily done to prevent or make the arrest difficult?  What does 
their cooperation say about their focus/mission? 

 
      
 
4.  How do the charges the high priest made in 5:28 differ from the former things they were angry 

about (4:2)?   What did he admit about the spread of the gospel message? 
 
 
 
   

FYI:  “In this bitter reproach, we get a glimpse into the pathology of oppressors. Though they think 
themselves mighty rulers, they are guilt–ridden and are afraid that someone or something will 
displace them.  Fear is both the method and the reward of tyranny”  (Hughes 1996, 87). 
 

5.  How would you describe Peter’s focus and faith from 5:29?   See also 4:19. 

 
 
 

6.  With what topic did Peter begin again (5:30–31)? See 4:10.  Why was this such a pivotal truth for 

the leaders to recognize?  (Do you see Peter going for their hearts?) 
 
 
 

 How did Peter’s words actually support the charges (5:28) the high priest had made?   
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7.  How would Peter’s use of the word “tree/cross” show the magnitude of their rejection of Jesus?  
See Deuteronomy 21:22–23. 

 
 
 

8.  Despite the fact that they helped put Jesus to death, what hope did Peter offer to the council 

(5:31b)?   Compare Acts 3:19–20.  
 
 

 

 How do the titles Peter gave to Jesus (5:31) compare to the titles the council gave Him 
(5:28)?   What does that say about their hearts?  

 
 
 
9.  How could the council know that the apostles’ words were true (5:32)?    Compare 1 John 1:1–3. 
 
 
 

 Do you see any attempt on the council’s part to determine the truth?  
 

 
 
 

   Applying the Word:  In what difficult circumstances or with what challenging people has the 

Lord asked you to be a loving witness for Him?   How have you responded?   
 
 
 
 

Or 
Have you ever had to make a challenging choice about whether to obey God or a person?  Did 
it cost you anything? 
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 
a) How would each of Peter’s statements in 5:29–31 affect the consciences of members of the 

council? 
 

 
 

 What would have been the disciple’s desires for these men? Compare 2:39; 26:28–29. 
 
 

 What was Paul’s desire for Israel?  See Romans 9:2–3.   
 
 
b) What did Jesus say about the focus of the “teachers of the law and Pharisees”? See Matthew 

23:5–7. 
 
 
 

 About their hatred? See John 15:22–25.  
 
 
 
 
c) In the first five chapters of Acts, list the phrases that describe the message of the ministry of the 

apostles. 
 

 1:8  will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 
 

 1:22  a witness with us of his resurrection. 

 

 2:36  God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah. 

 

 3:19 
 
 

 3:25–26 
 
 

 4:2 
 
 

 4:12 
 
 

 4:33 
 
 

 5:20 
 
 

 5:31 
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Day 4 
Gamaliel Advises the Council.  Read Acts 5:34–42 

 

1.  What does the council’s response to Peter’s words (5:33) say about their hearts? 

 
 
 

FYI: furious (5:33) “Diaprio (1282); to be sawn through mentally, to be rent with vexation, to be cut 
to the heart"   (Vine 1985, 142). 
 

“’Since they were unable to contend with the disciples on the level of truth, they resorted to naked 
authority and force. First, threats. Second, a beating. Ultimately, death.’ (Boice)”  (Guzik 2023). 
 

2.  What kind of control did Gamaliel seem to have over the assembly (5:34)?  (Consider the power 
of this council and their emotional state.)   

 
 
 

 Who was one of Gamaliel’s disciples (Acts 22:3)? 
 
 
 

FYI:  “The first–century Pharisee Gamaliel I, who was either the son or grandson of the famous 

Hillel...was...highly esteemed among his people.   Here in Acts he is portrayed as having taken charge at 
a certain point in the council meeting and as having gained the acquiescence of those present––not 
through any vested authority but through personal forcefulness and respect for what he represented”          

(Gaebelein 1981, 322). 
 

3.  What point did Gamaliel make about the two men, Theudas and Judas of Galilee, and the people 

that followed them (5:36–37)? 
 
 
 
 

4.  What advice did he give the council (5:38–39)? 

 
 
 

 What was right about what Gamaliel said?  What had he missed? 
 
 
 

 How do his words relate to what Peter had said in 4:19? 
 
 
 

FYI:  “Gamaliel was really a fence sitter. He spoke as if they should wait and see if Jesus and the 
apostles were really from God. But what greater testimony did he need, beyond Jesus’ resurrection 
and the apostles’ miracles? He took a ‘wait–and–see’ attitude when there was plenty of evidence”  
(Guzik 2023). 
 

“Gamaliel may well have known Nicodemus, who was also a member of the council, a Pharisee, and 
a respected teacher. He must have been profoundly impressed by the conversion and devotion of 
Nicodemus to Jesus, and then by the empty tomb and the reports of Christ’s resurrection. He had 
good reason to fear that suppression of the Christians might indeed be fighting against God” 
(Morris 1995, 1185).  [Read about Nicodemus, a contemporary of Gamaliel, in John 3:1–10; 7:45–
51 and 10:38–42.]  
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5.  How did the council respond to his advice (5:40)?  What would you say was happening to their 
level of hostility toward the disciples? Compare 4:18. 

 
 
 

FYI:  Flogged/Beaten “can also be translated skinned; the beating they received stripped the skin 
off of their backs. “It was no soft option; people were known to die from it, even if this was 
exceptional. It was meant to be a serious lesson to offenders” (Marshall)”  (Guzik 2023). 
 

“flogged (probably with the severe beating of thirty-nine stripes”  (Gaebelein 1981, 324). 
 

6.  How did the apostles react to the beatings (5:41)?  What does that say about their relationship 

with the Lord? 
 
 
 

 What did Peter write about this later in 1 Peter 4:12–16,19? 
 

 
 
7.  How well did the apostles heed the council’s orders (5:42)? 
 
 
 

 What would you say about the unity and mindset of all the apostles?  
 
 
 

   Applying the Word: Have you ever felt like you had to suffer shame for the name of Jesus 

Christ?  What does this lesson say about God’s view of that? 
 
 
 
 
 

 Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small–group 

discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your heart? 
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 

 
a) What had Jesus told the disciples earlier about suffering for Him? 
 

 Matthew 5:10–12  
 
 

 Matthew 10:17  
 
 

  
b) Read through the following verses about God’s power. 
 

 Job 9:4, 42:2 
 
 

 Proverbs 21:30  
 
 

 Isaiah 43:13 
 
 

 Mark 10:27 
 
 
 What does this say about “fighting against God”? 

 
 
c) What mindset did Paul write about later in Romans 8:31–39? 
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