“But they were unable to cope with
the wisdom and the Spirit Iay whom

Stephen| was speaking.”

Acts 6:10 NTV

Stephen is opposed by some Jews from a synagogue. They spread false rumors and stir up the people
against him. He is brought before the Sanhedrin and false witnesses testify against him.

In reply to the charges, Stephen gives a lengthy history of the nation of Israel from Abraham to the present,
showing God’s love and mercy and the nation’s continual rejection of God and the messengers He sent.
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Acts 6:1 — 7:50
Day 1
Problems within the Church. Read Acts 6:1-7
. Answer why, what, and who about a problem that arose (6:1). In what Digging Deeper
ways could this have become a difficult and divisive issue? See guidelines Paul gave

about meeting the needs
of widows in 1 Timothy
5:3-4ff..

o What “safety nets” did widows lack at this time in history?

FYI: “There were two origins for the Jewish believers. Some lived in Palestine and others were of
the Dispersion. The former were Hebraic Jews and the latter, Grecian Jews or Hellenists...These
are not Gentiles but Jews from outside of Palestine. They had contacts with the Gentile world
without having gone over to Gentile habits. They spoke Greek” (Allen 1990, 57).

“The devil's next attack was the cleverest of the three. Having failed to overcome the church by
either persecution or corruption [from within Acts 5:1-11], he now tried distractions. If he could
preoccupy the apostles with social administration, which though essential was not their calling,
they would neglect their God—given responsibilities to pray and to preach, and so leave the church
without any defense against false doctrine. (Stott)” (Swindoll 1992, B 107).

. What compromise would the apostles have made if they took on these needs (6:2)?

¢ What solution did they propose (6:3)? Who was involved in selecting the men (6:2,5)?

FYI: “ ‘A “table” at that time meant a place where a money changer did his collecting or
exchanging of money. The deacons were elected to oversee the distribution of monies and
provision to the needy among the fellowship’ (Ogilvie)” (Guzik 2023).

. List the qualifications the disciples wanted these men to have (6:3). See 1 Timothy 3:2-10.
What does this say about the importance of character and the seriousness of this
responsibility?

¢ How did this free up the apostles (6:4)?

4. How agreeable were the people to this course of action (6:5)? How did

the apostles show their approval (6:6)? Digging Deeper

For other cases of laying
on hands to commission
or bless someone, see

FYI: “The seven men all had Greek names, indicating that they were Genesis 48:13 and
probably Hellenists themselves. The people (and the apostles) showed Numbers 27:22-23.
great sensitivity to the offended Hellenists by appointing Hellenists to
take care of the widows’ distribution” (Guzik 2023).




Acts 6:1-7:51 3

5. In what ways do you think the disciples handled this potentially explosive situation wisely? How
did they avoid blaming anyone?

FYI: “The apostles’ act of delegation was supremely successful. Not only were the widows given
good care, but two of the greatest New Testament saints came to full maturity and power under
their new responsibilities. Stephen soon afterwards preached his epic sermon before the
Sanhedrin and became the first martyr of the Church. Philip had a multifaceted ministry as God
transferred him from place to place” (Swindoll 1992, B 96).

@. What was the state of believers at this point (6:7)? What do you think might have happened if
they had allowed this division to continue?

3 Applying the Word: In what endeavors do you see God calling you to serve and lead? Is
there anything unimportant and non-essential that often distracts you, uses up your time and
energy, or keeps you from this calling? What does the apostles’ example teach you about
setting priorities? About the importance of sometimes saying no? About delegating?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) In the following, underline what you learn about serving.

b)

Matthew 20:25-28 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. ?° Not so with
you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, *’ and
whoever wants to be first must be your slave— #just as the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” NIV

Acts 20:35 In everything | did, | showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the
weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than
to receive.”” NIV

Galatians 6:2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
NIV

Galatians 5:13-14 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. ** For the entire law
is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” NIV

Ephesians 4:16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. NIV

Philippians 2:3—4 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility
value others above yourselves, * not looking to your own interests but each of you to the
interests of the others. NIV

Colossians 3:23-24 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord,
not for human masters, % since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord
as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. NIV

1 Peter 4:10-11 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. ™ If anyone speaks, they should do so
as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the
strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To
him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. NIV

How did Jesus demonstrate His love in service? See John 13:1-5. What was His greatest act
of love (1 John 4:10)?

What does scripture say about differences within a body of believers?

Ephesians 4:11-13,16

1 Corinthians 12:14-26


https://biblehub.com/1_peter/4-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/12-14.htm
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Day 2
Stephen Faces Opposition. Read Acts 6:8-15

List the phrases that describe Stephen’s character in 6:5 and 6:8.

=

]

Who opposed Stephen (6:9)? (Interestingly, who was from Cilicia and may have been arguing
against Stephen? See Acts 21:39.)

¢ What happened with arguments against him (6:10)? Compare Luke 20:40 and 21:15.

FYIl: Synagogue of the Freedmen “Some scholars believe that these persons were slaves of the
Romans who had been freed, became proselytes of the Jewish religion, and had a synagogue in
Jerusalem...Other scholars contend that these freedmen were not Jewish proselytes but Jews by
birth who had been taken into captivity by the Romans and then set free and subsequently

called liberti or libertini. There were many such Jews.” Got Questions
https://www.gotquestions.org/Synagogue—of—the—Freedmen.html|

“The synagogue was started for the Jews’ spiritual welfare in the later years of the Old Testament
and was devoted to reading and exposition of the Old Testament Scriptures. It also served as a
community entre for the Jew wherever he was. There would be several synagogues in a large town”
(Allen 1990, 59).

. List the actions that the men from the Synagogue of Freedmen took against Stephen:
e 6:11

e 6:12a

e 6:12b

e 6:13a (Compare Matthew 26:59-61.)

. What two issues did his accusers focus on (6:13b)?

e How did they link Stephen to Jesus (6:14)?


https://www.gotquestions.org/Synagogue-of-the-Freedmen.html
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5. How would attacks against the law and the temple make the leaders in the Sanhedrin feel?
After being criticized and unable to convict Peter and the other apostles, how motivated might
they have been to take revenge on Stephen?

6. What do you think the description of Stephen’s face “like the face of an angel” (6:15) indicates?
Compare Exodus 34:29. See also Ecclesiastes 8:1.

3 Applying the Word: How much do you think your outer appearance/attitude reflects the
inner life of Christ? What do you think needs to change for you to reflect it more?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) List the difficulties that Christians faced so far in Acts.
e 4:1-3:;5:17-18

e 51-2
e 61
e 69

b) What charges were made against Jesus? See Matthew 12:1-2; 26:59-61.

c) What did Paul need to defend himself against (Acts 25:8)?

d) How did Stephen’s trial before the Sanhedrin compare with Jesus’s trial? See Mark 14:55-64.
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Abraham

Day 3
Stephen’s Speech: Abraham and Joseph. Read Acts 7:1-16

. Instead of answering the high priest’s question directly, where did Stephen begin (7:1,2)? Why

do you think he went back into Israel’s history? (Compare Peter's approach in 3:22-25 and Paul’s
approach in 13:16-23ff; 26:6—-7,22)

2. Where was Abraham when he was called (7:2-3)? Under what circumstances was he living?
See Joshua 24:2.

3. What

o Where did God work with Abraham’s descendants for 400
years (7:6—7)? What did God promise in spite of these
circumstances and opposition?

¢ What did the Lord say He would do to nations that opposed promised (Genesis 15:16)?
the Israelites (7:7)? See also Genesis 12:3.

was Abraham promised and what did he receive (7:5)?
Digging Deeper

From Exodus 1:7, how did God
bless and protect Israel during
their time in Egypt?

Why did he wait so many years
before bringing them out and
giving them the land He had

FYI: “God gave [Abraham] no inheritance...no child: Abraham was promised both the land and
descendants, but had no outward proof of either. He could only trust God for the fulfillment of these
things. With this, Stephen emphasized a relationship with God on the basis of faith and not outward
evidences like a temple or the structure of institutional religion and its customs” (Guzik 2023).

“Stephen had been accused of blasphemy against the temple and the law but, even though the false
witnesses had distorted his message, Stephen did not attempt to defend himself. Instead he probably
presented the same type of message to the council he had been preaching in the synagogue,
stressing that the principles of God’s plan for Israel were established long before the temple system,
and that the Abrahamic covenant centered in the promised Messiah, as did the preaching of the
prophets. But Israel had rejected God’s Word at every stage, had killed the prophets, corrupted the
law and finally murdered the Messiah when He came” (Morris 1995, 1186).

4. What relationship did Abraham have with God (7:8a)? See Genesis 15:6.

e From 7:8b, what was the only promise God fulfilled for him during his lifetime? See
Hebrews 11:12-13.


https://biblehub.com/acts/26-6.htm
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Joseph

. How did “the Patriarchs” [Joseph’s brothers] treat Joseph—the man whom God would use to
rescue and bless them (7:9a)?

@. In what ways did God work in Joseph’s life to bless His people in Egypt (7:9b-10)?

e Where did the Joseph'’s family and their descendants live out their lives and die (7:11-15)7?

e How did they show their faith in the promises (7:16)?

. What do Abraham and Joseph’s examples say about God’s ability to direct, rescue, and work out
His plans with His people apart from the land, the law, or the temple? Why should that have
given the council pause?

3 Applying the Word: How have you seen God’s presence and power to guide and work in
you in the past, even when you weren’t where you wanted to be?
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Day 4
Stephen’s Speech: Moses and the Temple. Read Acts 7:17-50
Moses
1. Under what circumstances was Moses born, raised, and educated (7:17-22)?

. How did Moses, in his own strength, try to deliver his people (7:23-25)?

¢ How did his own people respond (7:26—27)? Compare John 1:11; 19:15.

FYI: “Stephen’s message was plain: “You have rejected Jesus, who was like Moses yet greater
than him, and you deny that Jesus has any right to be a ruler and a judge over you” (Guzik 2023).

3. When and in what place did God appear to Moses (7:29-30)?

o What would God’s introduction of Himself indicate about the promises made to the nation
(7:32)?

e How did Moses respond (7:32b)?

. What established this place as “holy ground” (7:33)7?

¢ What assurance and commission was Moses given (7:34)?

FTI: “Where God is, is sacred. If God is in the temple, the temple is sacred. But God appeared to
His servants in many different places away from the temple and Jerusalem, including a hill in the
territory around Midian...The purpose of the temple was to establish a worship format that was
protected from the influence of paganism. But the temple is not sacred in and of itself. It is only as
sacred as God declares it to be.

In less than forty years after Stephen's speech, there will be no temple. The Romans will siege
Jerusalem, tear it down, and burn the temple...Most cannot see that God's presence makes a
place sacred, and the coming of the Holy Spirit makes sacred the heart of everyone who follows
Jesus.” (Bibleref.com https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/7/Acts-7-33.html)

. What contrast did Stephen make between Moses’ brethren and God'’s opinion of Moses (7:35)?
(Jump to 7:51-52, to see the point Stephen was building up to.)
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6. List the ways that God worked and prophesied through Moses. (What emphasis or tone does
Stephen give by starting his statements with “This man” or “This Moses”?)

e 7:36
o 7:37 (Cross ref. 3:22-23)

e 7:38

FYI: “The Jews’ hope of redemption was not Moses’ law, but Jesus Himself...The law of Moses
could not save the Israelites. Besides, Moses told them to look for another prophet” (Hughes
1996, 105).

. How did the people respond to Moses’s leadership (39-41)? Compare 7:41 to Genesis 11:4.

8. How did God respond to this kind of disobedience (7:42—-43)? How far had they gone in rejecting
God (7:43)? Compare Romans 1:24,26,28.

FYI: 7:41 “Rejoiced in the works of their own hands’ is especially meaningful. One of the
accusations against Stephen was that he blasphemed the temple. It wasn’t that Stephen spoke
against the temple, but against the way Israel worshipped the temple of God instead of the God of
the temple. Just as Israel worshipped the calf in the wilderness, so now they were worshipping the
works of their own hands” (Guzik 2023).

@. What parallels do you see Stephen making between the patriarchs and Jesus? Between the
nation of Israel in the past and the leaders he was facing?

e What contrasts was he making between God’s faithfulness and Israel’s rejection?

The Temple
10. How long did the Israelites have the (movable) tabernacle rather than a temple (7:44—47)?

. What do people need to recognize about the temple and a relationship with God (7:48-50)?
See Acts 17:24-25; 1 Kings 8:27.

FYI: “The Scriptures also said that God would not dwell in a temple made by hands (v. 48).

Jesus, Stephen concludes, is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies. The Jewish leaders,
however, have sinned because they have rejected Christ and disobeyed God.

Disobedience versus obedience, belief versus unbelief—these are the resounding themes of the
message” (Swindoll 1992, B 118).
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12. What major reoccurring patterns of thinking and behavior do you see Stephen asking them to
correct?

X Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small-group
discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your heart?

E_xtra Digging Dccpcr Qucstions

a) What did Jesus say about:
e Moses (John 5:45-47)7?

e The law (Matthew 5:17-18)7?
e The temple (John 4:21;23-24)?

b) How did Jesus connect Himself to Moses and the Law (Luke 24:44; John 5:46-47)?

c) What happened to the temple when Jesus died? Matthew 27:50-51

e What significance did that have? See Hebrews 10:19-20

d) How closely does God dwell with His people through Christ?
e John1:14

e 1 Corinthians 3:16-17



