
 
 

 

“Then Philip began  

with that very passage of Scripture  

and told him the good news about Jesus.”  

Acts 8:35 NIV 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Stephen is stoned and a great persecution breaks out which leads to the scattering of believers throughout 
the regions of Judea and Samaria. 
 
Philip ministers in Samaria to many people, including a sorcerer named Simon.   
 
The apostles in Jerusalem send Peter and John to Samaria,  When they lay hands on the believers, the 
Holy Spirit is given.  When Simon wants to obtain the same kind of power through money, Peter rebukes 
him.  Peter and John preach in many Samaritan villages.   
 
After this, Philip is sent to Gaza and witnesses to an Ethiopian eunuch who believes.   
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Acts 7:51–8:40 
 
 

 

Day 1 
Stephen is Stoned.  Read Acts 7:51–60 

 

1.   What accusation did Stephen make against the leaders (7:51)?   (Note the change from “our” 

fathers to “your” fathers/ancestors.) 
 
 

 What did Jesus say about this in Matthew 13:13? 
 
 
 
2   What did Stephen mean when he accused the leaders of being: 
 

 “stiff–necked”  Compare 2 Kings 17:14. 
 
 

 “uncircumcised in heart and ears”  See Deuteronomy 30:6. 
 
 
 

FYI:  uncircumcised “564. aperitmetos; uncircumcised in heart and ears’ means being callous or 
perverse so that they do not listen or obey God’s Word”  (Zodhiates 1992, 212). 

 

3.  In what way were the men in the Sanhedrin just like their ancestors (7:52)?   

 
 

 What did Jesus say about this in Matthew 23:29–37? 
 
 

4.  What other accusation did Stephen make against them (7:53)?  

 
 
 

 What did Jesus say about this in in Matthew 23:23, 27–28; John 7:19. 
 
 

 

5.  What effect did Stephen’s speech have on his listeners (7:54)?  Who was really on trial?   

 
 

 
FYI:  “Having illustrated the insidious unbelief of their forefathers, he changes the phrase to ‘your 
fathers.’  In so doing, as Lenski observes, he ‘turns the tables completely by putting accusers, 
witnesses, and court itself on the hopeless defense.’ 
The leaders accused him of blasphemy, but they are the blasphemers.  They accuse him of 
rejecting Moses, who received the Law; but they are rejecting  the true Prophet, Jesus, who 
fulfilled the Law...The religious leaders may have thrown stones at Stephen, but it was the truth 
they really stoned—the truth of their own failure, their own sin.  In Stephen’s words they saw a 
reflection of their depravity.  So, rather than face the pain, they smashed the mirror” (Swindoll 
1992, B 121,124).  
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6.  How did the Lord strengthen Stephen to face them (7:55–56)? 

 
 
 
7.  Why would Stephen’s saying that he saw the Son of man standing at the right hand of God 

(7:55,56) make his listeners even more angry?  (See Acts 17:31; Daniel 7:13–14.) 
 
 
 

FYI:  “Son of man  The vision reported by Stephen must certainly have reminded them of the 
very similar circumstances of Jesus’ trial and conviction just a few weeks previously. He had said 
to them: ‘Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in 
the clouds of heaven’ (Matthew 26:64). He was thus confirming the claim (and supposed 
blasphemy) of Jesus, thereby giving them an immediate excuse to slay him too. In addition, it 
would remind them of their frustration at being unable to produce the dead body of Jesus to stop 
the preaching of His resurrection... No wonder they were furious and proceeded forthwith to stone 
Stephen, not even going through Herod or Pilate, as they had with Jesus”  (Morris 1995, 1189).  

 

8.  What does the Council’s reaction say about the state of their hearts and minds (7:57–58)?   

Who was at the stoning (7:58,8:1)?    
 
 
 

FYI:  “It is a dangerous thing to be religious apart from a real relationship with Jesus Christ. This 
fulfills what Jesus warned about in John 16:2–3: ‘Yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you 
will think that he offers God service. And these things they will do to you because they have not 
known the Father nor Me’”  (Guzik 2023). 

 

“In their hatred the members of the Sanhedrin rushed at him and mob violence followed such as 
we sometimes see today.  No vote was taken by the Sanhedrin.  They had not the right to put 
anyone to death without Rome’s permission.  In their madness they ignored both these things”  
(Allen 1990, 68). 
 

9.  What two requests did Stephen make (7:59–60)?  Compare Luke 23:34,46. 

  
 
 
 

   Applying the Word:  How easily do you change your thinking when confronted with the 

truth?  Why does Christ’s love for you make it safe to admit your mistakes and help 
transform your thinking?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=John+16.2-3&t=NKJV
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

a) How do Colossians 2:11 and Romans 2:28–29 explain the idea of circumcision of heart?   
 

 
 
 

b) In John 15:22–25, what did Jesus say about those who opposed Him and His followers? 
 
 
 
 

c) What contrast is made between our own desires versus the Spirit in Romans 8:5–9?  What 
does that indicate about the battle for our hearts? 
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Day 2 
Phillip in Samaria.  Read Acts 8:1–13   

 

1.  What was a result of Stephen’s death (8:1b)?   

 
 

 How did believers’ respond to Stephen’s death (8:2)?  
 

 
2.  What impression do you have of the persecution Saul leveled against 

Christians from 8:3?  (See different translations.)  
 
 
 
 

FYI:  destroy/ravaging/made havoc “NT:3075. lumainomai; To ravage, waste, make havoc of.  
Metaphorically, it means to disgrace as by insult, treat with indignity, injure, destroy“  (Zodhiates 
1992, 929). 
 

“This hateful opposition was brutal.  The word behind Paul’s ‘ravaging’ suggest sadistic cruelty”  
(Hughes 1996, 109).   

 

3.  How did Stephen’s death aid in fulfilling the mission given in 1:8b? 
 
 
 

4.  Where did Philip go to minister because of this persecution (8:5a)?     

 
 

 Why would going to Samaria be unusual? See John 4:9.  What other ministry had this 
town received (John 4:39–42)? 

 
 
 

5.  What characterized Philip’s ministry (8:5, 6b–7)?  (Cross reference 5:12 and 6:8.) 

 
 
 

 How did the city respond (8:6a,8)? 
 
 
 

`FYI: SAMARITANS  “Six hundred years before, the Assyrians conquered this area of northern 
Israel and they deported all the wealthy and middle–class Jews from the area. Then they moved 
in a pagan population from afar. These pagans intermarried with the lowest classes of remaining 
Jews in northern Israel, and from these people became the Samaritans.  Jews hated the 
Samaritans. They considered them compromising half–breeds who corrupted the worship of the 
true God”  (Guzik 2023). 

 

Simon the sorcerer 
 

6.  How did Simon’s claims (8:9b) compare to Philip’s (8:4b,5b)? 

 
 
 

Digging Deeper 
From Ephesians 6:12, 
what is the bigger 
picture and force 
behind this warfare?    
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7.  What regard did the people have for him and why (8:10–11)?   (Note the repetition of “he, him, 

his.”)    
 
 

 How should Jews have viewed Simon’s works?  See Deuteronomy 18:9–14. 
 
 
 

FYI:  “In the Bible sorcery is associated with occult, magical practices – and often with the taking 
of mind and mood altering drugs. Whatever real power Simon had, it was from Satan, not God”  
(Guzik 2023). 
 

“Like Pharaoh’s magicians in Moses’ day, Simon performed supernatural feats with the power of 
darkness (see Exod. 7:8–13; 20–22).  His magic arts were not mere illusions; more likely they 
were demonic acts disguised as God’s miracles”  (Swindoll 1992, B 128).  [See also Matthew 
24:24.) 

 

8.  How did the people respond to Philip’s preaching (8:12)?  

 
 
 

 How did Simon respond to Philip and why (8:13)?   Compare Jesus’ criticism in John 
6:26–27. 

 
 

   Applying the Word:  It has been said that: “At best our motives are mixed.”  Have you seen 

any ways that you are seeking God’s power in your life for wrong or self–promoting 
reasons?  How does God help us to have the right mindset? See Colossians 3:1–4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

 How can we protect ourselves from being deceived?   
 

 Acts 17:11   Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in 
Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the 
Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. NIV  

 

 Proverbs 3:5–6 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.  NIV 

 

 Romans 16:17–18  I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause 
divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have 
learned. Keep away from them. 18 For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their 
own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people.  NIV 

 

 Proverbs 12:5  The plans of the righteous are just, but the advice of the wicked is 
deceitful.  NIV 

 

 Colossians 2:8  Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding 
nonsense that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world, 
rather than from Christ.  NLT 
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Day 3 
Peter and John in Samaria.  Read Acts 8:14–25 

 

1.  How did the apostles respond to the news of believers in Samaria (8:14–

17)? 
 
 

 What did Peter and John pray and do for them (8:15–17)?   
 
 

 
FYI:  “The fact that these Christians received the Holy Spirit in what 
seems to be a subsequent experience to their salvation has caused 
much controversy; there have been different explanations offered. 
 – Some say they were never saved to begin with under Philip's preaching. When Peter and John 
came, they really trusted in Jesus and then received the Holy Spirit… 
– Some say they were really saved and really did receive the Holy Spirit at the time of conversion, 
but were given special gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit at the laying on of hands by Peter and 
John”  (Guzik 2023). 

 

2.  What would the gifts of the Holy Spirit to the Samaritans indicate to the Jews in Jerusalem?   
 
 
 

FYI:  “The delay experienced by the Samaritan believers is the exception to the rule.  It needs to 
be remembered that the Jews did not associate with the Samaritans (John 4:9).  It was important 
that this attitude was not perpetuated in the Christian community.  For this reason Peter and John 
came down from Jerusalem to give their official support to this new development and to show 
their solidarity with the new believers.” 
As Samaria was a kind of half–way house between Jew and Gentiles, it was natural for the 
apostles to take a keen interest in what was going on.”   (Charles Ozanne) 
 

Peter and Simon 
 

3.  What did Simon seek from the apostles and how did he try to obtain it (8:18–19)?  

 
 
 

 What did Peter say was wrong with his thinking (8:20)?  See Isaiah 55:1. 
 
 

 Why wasn’t he a part of their ministry (8:21)? 
 
 
 

FYI: “The pursuit of God, not power, is what counts.  Philip’s great power came from the fact that 
he loved Jesus pure and simple”  (Hughes 1996, 116).  
 
“Simony is the word for the sin of buying or selling church offices or privileges, because it is done 
in the same spirit as this Simon”  (Guzik 2023). 

 

“Simon tried to obtain spiritual power in order to promote himself, and anytime we seek spiritual 
power or abilities to put ourselves forward we make the same error.  Preaching to gain 
recognition or status is simony.  Serving with an eye to advancement in the church’s power 
structure is simony.  Seeking spiritual gifts for the promotion of oneself is simony...Money cannot 
buy spiritual favor or ability”  (Hughes 1996, 114). 
 

Digging Deeper  
From Ephesians 1:13–14, 
when do we receive the 
Holy Spirit and what are 
we guaranteed? 
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4.  Why do you think Peter was so harsh with Simon?  What could his kind of thinking do to the 
gospel? 

 
 

 

5.  What did Simon need to do and why (8:22–23)?     

 
 
 

FYI:  thought/intention “G1963 epinoia; attention of the mind, i.e. (by implication) purpose”  
(Strong 2009, 1628). 

 

6.  In the following, underline the state sin puts us in. 
 

 Proverbs 5:22 The evil deeds of the wicked ensnare them; the cords of their sins hold 
them fast.  NIV 
 

 2 Peter 2:19  They [false teachers] promise them freedom, while they themselves are 
slaves of depravity—for “people are slaves to whatever has mastered them.  NIV 
 

 Romans 6:16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient 
slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to 
death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?  NIV 

 

7.  How did Simon respond to Peter (8:24)?  Do you think that was a good response or not? 

 
 
 
8.  Compare King David’s approach in his prayer of repentance in Psalm 51. 
 

 51:1  Began his appeal on the basis of God’s mercy 

 

 51:4 
 

 51:7–9 
 

 51:10–12 
 

 51:15 
 

 

9.  On their return trip, what attitude did Peter and John show toward the Samaritans (8:25)? 

 
 
 

 How far had John’s attitude toward the Samaritans come (Luke 9:52–54)?   
 

 
 

   Applying the Word: What do you think are key ingredients in our attitude and perspective to 

be able to love people with God’s love?   
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://biblehub.com/romans/6-16.htm
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

a) Where did Paul say his ability came from?    
 

 1 Corinthians 2:4–5 
 
 

 1 Corinthians 15:10 
 
 

 2 Corinthians 3:4–5 
 
 

 2 Corinthians 4:7 
 
 
b) In the following, underline the purposes for which God’s power works in us and through us. 
 

 Ephesians 3:16–19 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all 
the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know 
this love that surpasses knowledge–that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness 
of God.   NIV 
 

 Philippians 2:13  for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good 
purpose  NIV 

 

 2 Thessalonians 1:11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may 
count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of 
yours and every act prompted by your faith. NIV 

 

 Ephesians 6:10–11 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the 
full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. NIV 

 

 Colossians 1:11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that 
you may have great endurance and patience.  NIV 

 

 2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness 
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. NIV 

 
c) How did Paul’s attitude compare to Simon’s? 
 

 1 Corinthians 2:1–3  I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. 

 
 

 1 Corinthians 9:12,16–18 
 
 

 1 Corinthians 10:33 
 
 

 1 Corinthians 15:9 
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Day 4 
Phillip and the Ethiopian.  Read Acts 8:26–40 

 

 

1.  Where did the Lord send Philip next (8:26)?     

 
 

 How obedient was Philip to God’s directions (8:27a,30a)?  
 

 

2.  What do you observe about the Ethiopian’s life and his heart for knowing God from 8:27–28?   

 
 
 
3.  How clearly was Philip being directed in 8:26,29?  What does this say about God’s love for the 

Ethiopian?  (Can you think of instances where Jesus went out of His way for one person?) 
 

 
 

4.  What would you say about the timing of their meeting (8:30–31)?  What open door was Philip 

given to talk with this man?    
 
 

 

5.  What topic was the Ethiopian reading about and what question did he have (8:32–34)?   

Compare Mark 9:12b.  
 
 
 

6.  What phrase describes what Philip did with Old Testament scripture (8:35)?  Compare John 

5:39.    
 
 

 If they had read on in this passage, especially Isaiah 53:10–12, what would Philip had 
shown him about Jesus? 

 
 
 
7.  How did the Eunuch respond (8:36–38)?    
 
 
 

FYI:  “In the last half of Acts 8 Philip’s ministry is still at its zenith.  However, instead of the vast 
multitudes of Samaria, the transforming touch now comes through Philip to one man in a desert 
place far from the teeming city.  God valued that individual as much as the multitudes, and he 
used Philip to touch his life...Each of us, like Philip, can bear the gracious touch of God to others”  
(Hughes 1996, 117). 

 

8.  What happened next with Philip and the Eunuch (8:39)?  What do you think the Eunuch did 
when he went home?  Compare John 4:28–30.  
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9.  Afterward, what happened to Philip (8:40)?   Apparently, how quickly did Philip find himself 

Azotus (about 20 miles north of Gaza).  Compare John 6:21. 
 
 
 

 How easily did Jesus move about after His resurrection?  See John 20:19,26. 
 
 
 

FYI:  Maps of Philip’s Travels: 
https://www.thebiblejourney.org/the-bible-journey/7-journeys-of-jesuss-
followers/philips-journeys/ 
 
https://ibiblemaps.com/philips-travels/   

 
“All these were miracles out of the ordinary; they were these special sign–gift miracles that 
accompanied the witness of the earthly kingdom ministry right throughout the Acts, such as were 
performed by the Lord Jesus in His earthy ministry, when He and John the Baptist declared this 
kingdom to be near”  (Allen 1990, 75). 
 

   Applying the Word:  Has God ever “interrupted” your plans to serve Him in a different way 

or with someone/someplace else?  How did you react?   What was the result? 
 
 
 

Or 
Who has God “nudged” you to reach out to recently?  How did you respond?   
 
 
 

 

 Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this week’s teaching, studying, or small–

group discussion that impacted your thinking and/or encouraged your heart? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ibiblemaps.com/philips-travels/
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

a) If the eunuch had kept reading in Isaiah, what beautiful promises would he have read in Isaiah 
56:3–4? 

 
 
 

 
b) From the following, underline the guidelines that are given about witnessing. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 Matthew 5:6  In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

 1 Peter 3:15  But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do 
this with gentleness and respect,  NIV 
 

 Philippians 2:14–16  Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may 
become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a warped and crooked 
generation. Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold firmly to the 
word of life. And then I will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor 
in vain.  NIV 
 

 Colossians 4:2–6  Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for 
us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I 
should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every 
opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that 
you may know how to answer everyone.  NIV 
 

 2 Timothy 2:15  Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who 
does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.  NIV 
 

 2 Timothy 2:23–25  Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because 
you know they produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but 
must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Opponents must be gently 
instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of 
the truth, NIV 
 

 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into 
his wonderful light. NIV 
 

 Ephesians 5:8–9 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as 
children of light 9 for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and 
truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds 
of darkness, but rather expose them.   NIV 

https://biblehub.com/colossians/4-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_timothy/2-25.htm
http://biblehub.com/ephesians/5-9.htm
http://biblehub.com/ephesians/5-10.htm

