“But Saul kept increasing in s’cveng’ch
and confounding the Jews

who lived at Damascus on proving

that this Jesus is the Christ.”

Acts 9:22 NASB

On the road to Damascus, the Lord appears to Saul in a blinding light. While staying in Damascus, the Lord
sends a man called Ananias to lay his hands on Saul that he might gain his sight and be filled with the Holy
Spirit. Saul (later known as Paul) begins his ministry by preaching in the synagogues that “Jesus is the Son
of God.” When a plot by the Jews to kill him becomes known, Saul’s disciples help him escape over the wall
in a basket.

The disciples in Jerusalem are afraid to associate with Saul, but Barnabas introduces him to them and
informs them of his conversion and ministry. When opposition arises from the Grecian Jews, the brethren
take Saul to Caesarea and sent him to Tarsus.

Peter heals a paralytic in Lydda and raises a dead woman in Joppa.
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Day 1

Saul’'s Conversion. Read Acts 9:1-9

. How extreme was Saul’s pursuit of Christians (9:1-2)? Why do you think the Christian

movement was called “the Way”? See John 14:6.

e See Paul’'s description of his acts against Christians in Acts 22:4 and 26:9-11 How

frightening would this be for believers?

2. On his 150 mile trip to Damascus, what did Saul see and hear
(9:3,4)? Compare 26:13-14.

¢ What did Paul say later about this calling in 1 Corinthians 15:7-9?

Digging Deeper
For other times when names
were repeated twice see:

Genesis 22:11Abraham
Genesis 46:2 Jacob
Exodus 3:4 Moses

1 Samuel 3:10 Samuel
Matthew 23:37 Jerusalem
Luke 10:41 Martha

Luke 22:31 Simon
Matthew 27:46 My God

. What question did Saul ask (9:5a)? From Acts 22:10, what other question did Paul ask?

4. In His statement in 9:5b, how closely did the Lord identify Himself with believers? What would

this appearance say to Paul about Jesus’s resurrection and power?

5. What else did the Lord say? See Acts 26:14b, (Also found in the KJV in 9:5b.) What “goads” or
“pricks” do you think Saul may have been fighting and resisting? What does this indicate about

Saul’s heart?

Jesus was alive and that Jesus was God.’ (Boice)” (Guzik 2023).

touched them, touched Him” (Allen 1990, 79).

FYI: “Saul thought that he was serving God in viciously attacking Christians, but he discovered
that he was fighting God... ‘Unless Saul was hallucinating, the appearance of Jesus proved that

“[Paul} surrendered at once, just as Thomas did (John 20:26). And it is true to say that he
surrendered everything, as his life, following this, showed. He never wavered from this experience
to the end of his life. What a testimony the Lord gave to His oneness, with His people! Whatever

“A goad was a long, extremely sharp stick used to get an ox going the way you wanted when
plowing. One jabbed the hind legs of the ox with the goad until the ox cooperated” (Guzik 2023).
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@. What did the men traveling with Saul experience (9:7; 22:9)? Why do you think the Lord didn'’t
show Himself to them?

. How was Saul affected by this encounter (9:8-9)?

3 Applying the Word: If you asked the questions, “Who are you Lord” and “What do you want
me to do?”, what do you think some of the answers would be?

Or

It's been said when Paul received God’s grace and mercy, “he never got over it.” What
amazes you about God’s grace in your life that you have never gotten over?
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b)

d)

[ xtra Digging DccPer Qucstions

In Philippians 3:4-9, how did Paul describe the change in his life and thinking?

e What became his life’s goal (Philippians 3:10-11)? Compare John 17:3.

How did Paul define the ministry of all Christ followers in Romans 12:1-2?

¢ How did Jesus describe it in Matthew 16:24—-267?

In 1 Timothy 1:12-17, what did Paul say about why he was called and shown mercy and
grace?

FYI: “‘The Prodigal Son at least walked home on his own feet. But who can duly adore that Lord
which will open the high gates to a prodigal who is brought in kicking, struggling, resentful, and
darting his eye in every direction for a chance of escape?...The hardness of God is kinder than the
softness of men, and His compulsion is our liberation.’ (C.S. Lewis)” (Hughes 1996, 130).

From Galatians, what did Paul say about His message (1:11-12)?

e How did he describe his former manner of life and what drove him (1:13-14)?

e When and why did God call him (1:15-16a)?

e On whom did he depend for direction and training (1:16b-17)?
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Day 2
Ananias and Saul. Read Acts 9:10-20

How did the Lord prepare both Saul and Ananias for their meeting (9:10-12)? Why do you
think He gave them so many details?

FYI: vision “horama (3705); that which is seen; denotes (a) ‘a spectacle, sight’ (b) ‘an
appearance, vision” (Vine 1985, 662).

How daunting was this for Ananias (9:14)? Note: How open was Ananias about sharing his
doubts with the Lord?

e Instead of seeing Saul for what he had been, what did the Lord reveal to Ananias about
what he would become (9:15-16)7?

How comforting would Ananias’s greeting have been (9:17)?

¢ What else did Ananias tell Saul (22:13-15)?

¢ Ananias (whose name means “God is gracious”) is never mentioned again in scripture.
What would you say about his heart and what honor do you see being given to him?

List the effects Ananias’ words had (9:18-19).

When and how did Saul respond to God’s call (9:20)? (Compare Acts 17:2-3.)

FYI: “‘Itis significant in so short a book attempting to cover the expansion of Christianity from its
small beginnings in Jerusalem to a religion that filled whole empire, that the tale of one man’s
conversion should be so greatly emphasized.’ (Boice)” (Guzik 2023).

Which of the various ways and diverse people that the Lord was using to spread the gospel in
Acts 1-9 do you find most surprising or interesting?
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3 Applying the Word: What does Saul’s conversion say to you about people you may have
given up on ever knowing the Lord?

[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucs’cions

a) What did Paul endure during his ministry? See 2 Corinthians 11:23-28.
e How was Paul able to endure these sufferings? See Ephesians 1:18-21.

o Did Paul ever waver from this mission? See 2 Timothy 4:7-8.

b) How well does the Lord know our hearts and the plan for our life (Psalm 139:13-18)?

c) Inthe following, what reasons are given for God’s heart toward mankind and why He keeps
pursuing us.

e John 3:16

e 1 Timothy 2:3-4

e 2 Peter 3:9

e Ephesians 2:4-5
e |saiah 55:7

e Matthew 18:12-13

e Luke 15:20-24
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Day 3

Saul in Damascus and Jerusalem. Read Acts 9:21-31

. What effects did Saul’'s conversion have on people (9:21)7?

¢ What was happening with Saul's preaching (9:22)? What was the subject of his preaching
(9:20b,22b)?

FYI: “Son of God “In Jesus' day, everyone knew what this title meant. To be called the ‘son of’
something meant you were totally identified with that thing or person, and their identity was your
identity. When Jesus called Himself the Son of God, and when others called Him that, it was
understood as a clear claim to His deity.

In fact, on two occasions when Jesus called Himself the Son of God, He was accused of
blasphemy, of calling Himself God (John 5:17-18, Matthew 26:63—-65). Everybody knew what
Jesus meant in calling Himself Son of God, and everyone knew what Saul meant when he
preached that Jesus is the Son of God...

Paul, an expert in the Old Testament, could easily see how Jesus was the Messiah promised in
the Hebrew Scriptures” (Guzik 2023).

2. From Galatians 1:17-18, how long might the “many days” of Acts 9:23 been?

. What eventually happened in Damascus (9:23-25)? Compare 2 Corinthians 11:32-33.

FYI: “under Aretas the king. This means that this escape from Damascus happened between
A.D. 37 and 39. So, taking into account the three years mentioned in Galatians 1:18, and that this
incident happened at the end of those three years, we can surmise that Paul was converted
sometime between A.D. 34 and 36” (Guzik 2023).

. Why do think the disciples in Jerusalem doubted Saul’'s conversion (9:26)? What might they
have thought he was up to? Do you see any wisdom in their reactions?

e Why did Saul go to Jerusalem which Apostles did he see (Galatians 1:18-19)?

5. How did Barnabas help Saul (9:27)?

¢ How courageous do you see Barnabas being? Apparently how well was he trusted? (What
had Barnabas done earlier (Acts 4:36-37)7?


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Galatians+1.18&t=NKJV
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6. What different responses did Saul receive in Jerusalem (9:28-29)? (Compare Stephen’s
experience with in Acts 6:9-12.)

. How was Saul kept safe (9:30)?

e Why was Tarsus probably a safer place for Saul? See Acts 21:39.
o What other factor caused Saul to leave Jerusalem (Acts 22:17-21)7?

FYI: “Tarsus was the chief city of Cilicia. It had a long history of around 1,000 years, and at this
time was a free city under the Romans. It was a leading centre of learning, very much like a
university city, and doubtless Saul had received much of his learning there. He evidently remained
there for some years while the Lord was shaping him for the great ministry which was to come in
the Gentile world” (Allen 1990, 85).

8. What characterized and empowered the church (9:31)?

¢ What amazing reversal had the Lord brought about? Compare 9:31 to 9:1-4.

3 Applying the Word: Ananias and Barnabas are what we might think of as “secondary” or

obscure heros in the Bible. What amazing qualities do you see in these men? How do you
think the Lord felt about them?

Or

Do things from your past make you feel unworthy or disqualified from being used by the
Lord? How do you think Saul overcame his past?
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[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions
a) Fillin row on 6:7 and 9:31 on the chart “The Word of the Lord Spreads.”

b) How did Paul describe himself in the past?

¢ 1 Timothy 1:13 Even though | was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man,
| was shown mercy because | acted in ignorance and unbelief. NIV

e 1 Timothy 1:16 But for that very reason | was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of
sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for those who
would believe in him and receive eternal life. NIV

¢) Underline our status in Christ Jesus or how we should view sins of the past.

e Romans 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. NIV

¢ Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. NIV

e 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is here! NIV

e Philippians 3:13b—14 But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward
what is ahead, ** | press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus. NIV

e 2 Peter 1:5-9 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to
goodness, knowledge; ® and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; ' and to godliness, mutual affection; and to
mutual affection, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will
keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. ° But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have
been cleansed from their past sins. NIV

e Hebrews 10:22 Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance
that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience... NIV

d) Underline what the following say about God’s ability to use us.

e Ephesians 1:11 In Him we were also chosen as God’s own, having been predestined
according to the plan of Him who works out everything by the counsel of His will. NIV

¢ Philippians 1:6 being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. NIV

e 1 Corinthians 1:8 He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. NIV

e 2 Corinthians 9:8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. NIV


https://biblehub.com/hebrews/10-22.htm#study
https://biblehub.com/2_corinthians/9-8.htm#study
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Day 4
Peter Heals. Read Acts 9:32-43

1. From 9:32 with 8:1b. what was happening to the ministry of the apostles?

2. Record the details of Aeneas’s healing in 9:33-35.

(9:33) (9:34) How he was healed/

His condition/circumstances condition afterward (9:35) Results

. How was Aeneas’s healing more than just improvement in his condition? What different
miracles took place?

4. Record the details of Tabitha’s healing in 9:36-42.

(9:36-37) (9:38-41) How she was raised

Her circumstances/condition /condition afterward (9:42) Results

5. Why do you think these two miracles done by Peter were recorded in such detail? How many
other miracles do you think he might have been doing that are not recorded? See 2:43; 4:33;
5:12.

FYI: “Peter's miracles occurred during one of the great eras of miracles in the Bible. In these eras
supernatural manifestation were more frequent because God was validating the authority of certain
people to perform special tasks. Apart from these periods miracles are actually rare in
Scripture...Today, God does not work miracles through us like He did through Moses, the
prophets, Jesus, or the apostles...

John Walvoord addresses this in his book The Holy Spirit. ‘We are not say, of course, that God
does not perform miracles today. It is not a question of the power of God to perform miracles ,,,
but simply whether it is His purpose to continue the same form of manifestation of divine power as
seen in the apostolic times™ (Swindoll 1992, B 159-160).
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6. Where did Peter go after these healings (9:43)?

FYI: “A tanner’s place of business was anathema to a fastidious Jew. It was highly unpleasant
and smelly and animals were slain there. ..However, Peter had met a Jewish tanner who loved
Jesus, and he was willing to associate with him” (Hughes 1996, 143).

“This sentence would be somewhat shocking to an observant Jew of that time. According to their
understanding of the law, it was strictly forbidden to associate with anyone who routinely worked
with dead animals. According to the laws of that time, a tanner had to live at least 75 feet (25
meters) outside a village because of his constant ritual uncleanness....Because of this, we see
Peter was becoming less concerned about Jewish traditions and ceremonial notions than before.
This work of God in Peter’s heart laid groundwork for what God would do in Peter in the following
chapter” (Guzik 2023).

3 Applying the Word: From Romans 8:18-28, what do you learn about the effects of living in
a decaying fallen world? What hope does God gives us even in the midst of pain, weakness
and suffering (Romans 8:35,37.)

[ xtra Digging DccPcr Qucstions

a) Compare how Jesus healed a paralytic (John 5:6-9) with how He brought Jairus’s daughter
back to life (Mark 5:37—-42).

b) See the article: “What was the purpose of the biblical sign gifts?”
https://www.gotquestions.org/sign-gifts.html

EQ Treasured Truth: What will you take away from this semester’s teaching, studying, or small
group discussion that really stood out to you?


https://www.gotquestions.org/sign-gifts.html
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