
 

 

 

“For the entire law is fulfilled 

in keeping this one command: 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ ” 

 

 

Galatians 5:14  NIV 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Freedom and Love;  Deeds of the Flesh 
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Galatians 5:13–21 
 
 

 

Day 1 
Freedom and Love.  Read Galatians 5:13–18 

 

1.  What other error did Paul warn against in 5:13?  (Compare 1 Peter 2:16.) 

 
 
 

FYI: “We have seen throughout Galatians that it is extremely easy to lose our freedom by slipping back 
into legalism and works-righteousness…But now, Paul addresses the other main error that Christian 
can fall into - not legalism, but license…[Paul] knows that when he speaks of being ‘free from the law,’ 
some immediately think he means that people are now free to determine their own standards of 
behavior…The gospel…neither leads us to live a guilty life (since God has lovingly accepted us), nor an 
unholy life (since the God who has accepted us is perfectly holy)”  (Keller 2013, 141). 

 

“It is easy to think liberty is ‘the right to sin,’ or ‘the privilege to do whatever evil my heart wants to do.’  
Instead, this liberty is the Spirit-given desire and ability to do what we should do before God”  (Guzik 
2025). 
 

“Paul says that if you know God’s love for you in Christ…why would you use your freedom to ‘indulge 
the sinful nature’, which left you an enemy of His, unforgiven and unfulfilled?  The gospel devours the 
very motivation you have for sin”  (Keller 2013, 143).          

 

2.  What does this freedom motivate and us to do (5:13b–14)?   

 
 
 

FYI:  Serve  “NT:1398 douleuo; to be a slave to (literal or figurative, involuntary or voluntary)”  (Strong 
2009, 1619).  
 

“A wonderful test of our spiritual state is simply how we treat other people”  (Guzik 2025). 
 

“What is the best thing to keep the flesh at bay?...rather than giving in to the desires and passions to 
protect and promote the self, instead we ‘through love serve one another”  (Wilson 2013,192). 

 

3.  What atmosphere was the Galatian church experiencing because of false teaching (5:15)?  What 

warning did Paul give?   How do you picture the arguments they were having?  

 
 
 

4.  What gives us victory over sinful desires (5:16)?    

 
 
 

FYI:  walk/live  “NT:4043  peripateo; to tread all around, i.e. walk at large”  (Strong 2009, 1659). 
“signifying the whole round of the activities of the individual life”  (Vine 1985,664). 
 

“To walk by the Spirit is to discover God’s view on a matter, decide to act on that divine perspective, 
and depend on the Holy Spirit to empower your obedience”  (Evans 2019,1387). 
 

“The half-way Christian leads the hard life, for he is trying to do what he cannot do.  Full surrender to 
the indwelling Holy Spirit is the easiest and happiest life—for the Spirit takes over the battle for us”  
(Brooks 1963, 37). 
 

“’Life by the Spirit is neither legalism nor license--nor a middle way between them.  It is a life of faith 
and love that is above all of these false ways.’ (Boice)”  (Guzik 2025). 



Galatians 5:13-21          3 

 
5.   What phrases in 5:17a describe the nature of the desires the flesh gives and the desires the Spirit 

gives?  See Romans 8:5. 
 
 

 How does this warfare affect us (5:17b)?  
 
 
 

FYI:  “Even though the flesh is crucified, it is not altogether eliminated.  We still live in sinful, fallen 
bodies, and we still inhabit the sinful, fallen world... As a result, the flesh is constantly looking for an 
opportunity not only to invade our lives and take back control of what’s been lost, but also to wage war in 
us and through us into the lives of others people.  The flesh is the sworn enemy of relationships and 
community; self-centered passions and desires are what wreak all the havoc in our relationships”  
(Wilson 2013, 189). 
 

6.  But what is our hope (5:18)?  Cross-ref. 5:5. 
 
 
  
 
7.  From Paul’s personal description in Romans 7:18–25, how well would you say Paul understood the 

battle he had with the flesh?  See 7:18–19. 
 
 
 

 Where did Paul find the answer to this warfare?  See Romans 7:25.  
 

 
 
 

   Applying the Word:  Identify a sin you are struggling with.  What earthly desires fuel that sin?  

How does the truth of the gospel (all that Christ has done and all that you are in Him) help free 
you? 
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

a) Underline ways we can love and serve one another. 
 

 Ephesians 6:18  ...be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.  NIV 
 

 Ephesians 4:2–3   Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in 
love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  NIV 
 

 Ephesians 4:29  Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is 
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. NIV 
 

 Philippians 2:3–4  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of 
the others.  NIV 
 

 1 Timothy 6:18  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and 
willing to share.  NIV 
 

 Romans 12:10–18  Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves... 
13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality...15 Rejoice with those who 
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, 
but be willing to associate with people of low position.  Do not be conceited.  17 Do not repay 
anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as 
far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  NIV 
 

 1 Thessalonians 5:13–15  Live in peace with each other. 14 And we urge you, brothers and 
sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the 
weak, be patient with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but 
always strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else.  NIV 

 

b) What does 1 Corinthians 2:14–16 say about people’s understanding with and without the Spirit? 

 
 
 
 
c) Underline other reasons people do not understand or know God. 

 

 John 14:16–17   And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help 
you and be with you forever— 

17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  
NIV 
 

 1 John 4:6  We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God 
does not listen to us. That is how we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of deception. NIV 
 

 2 Corinthians 4:4  The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so they cannot 
see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  NIV 
 

 Ephesians 4:18  They are darkened in their understanding and alienated from the life of 
God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. NIV 
 

John 8:47  Whoever belongs to God hears the words of God. The reason you do not hear 
is that you do not belong to God.”  BSB 
  

d) See the article: The Flesh and the Spirit”  By Henry Morris, Ph.D 
https://www.icr.org/article/flesh-and-spirit/ 
 

https://biblehub.com/john/14-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_john/4-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_corinthians/4-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/ephesians/4-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/8-47.htm
https://www.icr.org/article/flesh-and-spirit/
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Day 2 
Deeds of the Flesh: Immorality, Impurity, Sensuiality.  Read Galatians 5:19 

 
 

1.  In the following verses, note each reference to the Holy Spirit and the commands that are attached. 
  

 5:16   “walk by the Spirit”  
 

 5:18 
 

 5:25 
 

 6:8 

 
2.  What do you think Paul mean by "the deeds of the flesh are evident/obvious" (5:19)? 

  
  

 
3.  Underline the results of following the flesh versus the Spirt in the following verses: 
 

 John 3:5–7  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 
 

 Romans 8:6–8  The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit 
is life and peace.  The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 
God’s law, nor can it do so. Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 

 

4.  Read Romans 6:16–18.  What two pathways are contrasted? 

 
 
 
 

5.  What does Ephesians 2:2–5 say about the flesh?  What makes is such a battleground? 
 
 

 

 How does the Spirit give us victory?  See Romans 8:12–15.   
 
 
 
 

6.  With what “deeds of the flesh” does Paul begin in 5:19?  Why do you think he started there? 

 
 
 
 

FYI:  Sexual immorality “NT:4202 porneia harlotry (including adultery and incest); figuratively, 
idolatry:  KJV – fornication”  (Strong 2009, 1662). 
“illicit sexual intercourse”  (used in John 8:41, Acts 15:20;  1 Cor. 5:1...Eph. 5:3...1 Cor. 7:2...) (Vine 
1985, 252) 
 

Impurity/uncleaness  NT:167 akatharsia   “whatever is contaminating in word or look, in gesture or in 
dress, in thought or sentiment”    
 

“covers impure speech, or suggestive speaking filled with double meanings”  (Guzik 2025) 
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7.  In the following, underline the commands given concerning deeds of the flesh. 
 

 Ephesians 4:22–24  You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old 
self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your 
minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 
NIV 
 

 Ephesians 5:3–4  But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any 
kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. 4 Nor should there 
be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.   NIV 
 

 Ephesians 5:11–12  Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose 
them. 12 It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret.  NIV 
 

 Colossians 3:5
  

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. NIV 
 

 1 Thessalonians 4:3–5  It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid 
sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should learn to control your own body[a] in a way that is 
holy and honorable, 5 not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God;  NIV 
 

 1 Thessalonians 5:22  reject every kind of evil.  NIV 
 

 1 Peter 1:14–16  As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you 
lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is 
written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”  NIV 
 

 2 Timothy 2:22–23  Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and 
peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 Don’t have anything to do 
with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels.  NIV 
 
 

8.  What sets sexual sins apart from others?  See 1 Corinthians 6:18–20 
 
 

 

 In John 8:1–11, how did the Lord deal with a woman caught in sexual sin?   
 
 
 
 

FYI:  See the article “ Things We Learn from The Woman Caught in Adultery” 
https://realfaith.com/daily-devotions/9-things-we-learn-from-the-woman-caught-in-adultery/ 

 
9.  Underline what participating in deeds of darkness does to us emotionally? 
 

 1 Peter 2:11  Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful 
desires, which wage war against your soul.  NIV 

 

 Romans 6:20–21  When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of 
righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed 
of?  Those things result in death!    NIV 
 

  John 8:34  Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.”  NIV 
 

 
 

https://biblehub.com/ephesians/5-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/colossians/3-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_thessalonians/4-3.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20thess%204&version=NIV;NASB;KJV#fen-NIV-29608a
https://biblehub.com/1_peter/1-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_timothy/2-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/8-34.htm
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   Applying the Word:  When you are battling the flesh, how often do you find yourself turning to 

your own efforts first instead of prayer?   
 
 
 

It has been said that we “walk by faith, not by feelings.”  Where do you find your feelings often 
trip you up and prevent you from walking by the Spirit? 

 
 
 

What activities do you need to avoid in order to stay pure in your thought life? 
 
 
 
 

Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 
a) Underline the ways we are to walk. 
 

 John 8:12  When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  NIV 
 

 Ephesians 5:1  Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way 
of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God.  NIV 
 

 1 John 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  NIV 

 

 Colossians 4:5  Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.  NKJV 
 

 2 Corinthians 5:7  for we walk by faith, not by sight—  NASB 
 

 2 John 1:4  It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as 
the Father commanded us.  NIV 
 

 1 John 2:6  the one who says that he remains in Him ought, himself also, to walk just as He 
walked.  NASB 
 

 Ephesians 5:15–17  See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming 
the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will 
of the Lord is.  NKJV 

 
FYI:  “The Christian ‘walk’ should be in His light (John 8:12), in wisdom (Colossians 4:5), in 
circumspection (Ephesians 5:15), in newness of life (Romans 6:4), by faith (II Corinthians 5:7), 
honestly (I Thessalonians 4:12), and in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16)”    (Morris 1995). 

 

b) Read Psalm 119:9–16.  List the action steps the psalmist determined to take to keep his way pure.  
See also Psalm 101:3–4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%201%3A7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20John%201%3A4&version=NIV;NASB;NKJV
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Day 3 

Deeds of the Flesh:  Idolatry, Sorcery.  Read Galatians 5:20 
 

1.  What sin did Paul address next (5:20)?  Why is the matter of avoiding idolatry foundational to 

battling the sins of the flesh? 
 
 
 

FYI:  “We think that idols are bad things, but that is almost never the case. The greater the good, the 
more likely we are to expect that it can satisfy our deepest needs and hopes. Anything can serve as a 
counterfeit god, especially the very best things in life.” 
“Idolatry is making a good aspect of creation – marriage, mountains, business, and so on – into the 
ultimate source of security, identity, and power…If our children are our false god, when their lives are 
troubled, we will lose our joy; and even when their lives might become troubled (which is all the time!), 
we will worry, and lose our joy.” 
 
 “To live for anything else but God leads to breakdown and decay. When a fish leaves the water, 
which he was built for, he is not free, but dead. Worshiping other things besides God leads to a loss of 
meaning. If we achieve these things, they cannot deliver satisfaction, because they were never meant 
to be ‘gods.’ They were never meant to replace God. Worshiping other things besides God also leads 
to self-image problems. We end up defining ourselves in terms of our achievement in these things. 
We must have them or all is lost; so they drive us to work too hard, or they fill us with terror if they are 
jeopardized.”    - Keller Quotes, Timothy Keller 

 

2.  Where did the Lord begin with His commandments to Israel (Exodus 20:2–4)?   

 
 
 
 

FYI:  “The Holy Spirit’s most unusual choice of words is the phrase ‘al paniym’...translated ‘before me.’ 
That phrase literally means ‘against the faces” or has the sense of ‘on top of.” So, a direct translation of 
the command would be ‘Never place a less powerful being on top of my faces.’ It can also be rendered 
‘Don’t ever let any other god get between your face and my face.’  - excerpt from article by Henry Morris  
https://www.icr.org/article/15277/ 
 

3.  What did Jesus say about devotion to God in Matthew 22:37–40?    
 
 
 
4.  Underline what is said about God’s sovereignty in the following: 
 

 Isaiah 42:8  I am the LORD; that is My name!  I will not yield My glory to another or My praise 
to idols.  NIV 

 

 Isaiah 44:6   “This is what the LORD says—Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I 
am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God.”   NIV  

 

 1 Timothy 2:5  For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus  NIV 

 

 John 14:6  Jesus replied, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me."   NIV 

 

 Acts 4:12  “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 
men by which we must be saved."   NIV 

 
 

https://biblehub.com/isaiah/42-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_timothy/2-5.htm
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5.  What problem with idolatry did Elijah confront in 1 Kings 18:21? 
 
 
 

 What problem did Joshua address with the nation in Joshua 24:14? 
 
 

 What practice did the nation of Israel eventually embrace?  See 2 Kings 17:32–33,41. 
 
 
 
 

FYI:  “Syncretism, as defined by the American Heritage Dictionary, is ‘the reconciliation or fusion of 
differing systems of belief.’...religious syncretism can be seen in such religious systems as the New 
Age, Hinduism, Unitarianism, and Christian Science. These religions are a blending of multiple 
different belief systems, and are continually evolving as the philosophies of mankind rise and fall in 
popularity.”  - from  “What is religious syncretism?”  https://www.gotquestions.org/syncretism-
religious.html 
 
“Eclecticism is not biblical. The eclectic considers the idea of many different gods as a real possibility. 
The Bible is clear on this point: “This is what the Lord says—Israel’s King and Redeemer, 
the Lord Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God” (Isaiah 44:6). We 
cannot combine different ideas of what a god is and still hold to the truth.”  - from “What does the Bible 
say about eclecticism?”  https://www.gotquestions.org/eclecticism.html 

 
6.  Where do you see people today incorporating/blending idolatry into their relationship with God? 
 
 
 

7.  What is sin is addressed after idolatry 5:20?  How does that relate to idolatry? 

 
 
 

8.  What did God say about this kind of sin in Deuteronomy 18:10–13.  What makes these practices in 

a sense “religious sins”? 
 
 
 

FTI:  “Sorcery, the use of spells, divination, or speaking to spirits, is clearly condemned in the Bible. 
The word sorcery in Scripture is always used in reference to an evil or deceptive practice... Sorcery is 
an attempt to bypass God’s wisdom and power and give glory to Satan instead. God has no tolerance 
for sorcery.”  - from the article. ”What does the Bible say about sorcery?”  
https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-sorcery.html 

 

   Applying the Word:  Considering the Galatians background, how would giving a specific list of 

these sins have benefited the Galatians?  Do you think they may have been surprised by any? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://biblehub.com/1_kings/18-21.htm
https://www.gotquestions.org/new-age-movement.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/new-age-movement.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/hinduism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/unitarian-universalism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-science.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/syncretism-religious.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/syncretism-religious.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Isaiah/44/Isaiah-44-6.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/eclecticism.html
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 

a) Why are people without an excuse for disbelieving? 
 
 

 Romans 1:18–21 
 
 
 

 2 Peter 1:16–19 
 
 
 

 John 2-30–31 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Read the article:  “Truth – Overview”  
(excerpt) “If we were to take the simple words of Jesus and contemplate them for even the 
slightest of moments, it would be clear He was proclaiming that Truth can neither be the construct 
of a culture nor the imaginations of the heart. If Jesus said that He was the Truth, then Truth finds 
its genesis in the very nature and character of God. It cannot be relative, but must be absolute. It 
cannot be finite or fickle, but must be eternal and immutable. It cannot be irrational or 
contradictory, but must be logical and consistent.  Why? Because if Jesus said that ‘He was the 
Truth’, then the source of truth is bound up in His essence…an essence that is eternal and 
unchanging.”   https://www.deltackett.com/resources/1157/what-is-truth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.deltackett.com/resources/1157/what-is-truth
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Day 4 
Deeds of the Flesh.  Read Galatians 5:20–21 

 

1.  What do the final seven sins in 5:20 have in common?   

 
 
 

2.  What did James write about envying and strife? 
 

 James 3:14–16 
 
 

 James 4:1 
 
 
3.  Underline the concerns Paul expressed about the early believers in the following. 
 

 1 Corinthians 3:3  You are still worldly.  For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, 
are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans?  NIV 

 

 2 Corinthians 12:20  For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be, 
and you may not find me as you want me to be. I fear that there may be discord, jealousy, fits 
of rage, selfish ambition, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder.  NIV 

 

 Ephesians 4:31  Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with 
every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just 
as in Christ God forgave you.  NIV 

 

 Romans 13:13–14 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, 

not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 
14

 Instead, clothe 

yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the desires of the flesh.  NIV 
 

4.  With what cultural pressure and past behaviors did many believers contend?  See 1 Peter 4:3–4. 
 
 
 

5.  Underline where these sins originate. 
 

 Matthew 15:19  For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, 
theft, false testimony, slander.   NIV 
 

 1 John 2:16  (Compare Genesis 3:6)  For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world.  NIV 

 

 Romans 5:12  Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through 
sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned—  NIV 

 

 Psalm 51:5  Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.  NIV 
 

FYI: “Christians have always been, and will always be, lured by the same three temptations Eve and 
Jesus experienced. Satan doesn’t change his methods; he doesn’t have to because they continue to 
be successful. He tempts us with the lust of the flesh—sexual gratification, gluttony, excessive 
alcohol consumption, and drugs, both legal and illegal, as well as the ‘deeds of the flesh’... 
(Galatians 5:19-21). He tempts us with the lust of the eyes—the endless accumulation of ‘stuff’ with 
which we fill our homes and garages and the insatiable desire for more, better, and newer 
possessions, which ensnares us and hardens our hearts to the things of God.”  - from “What is the 
pride of l ife?”  https://www.gotquestions.org/pride-of-l ife.html 

https://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/3-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_corinthians/12-20.htm
https://biblehub.com/ephesians/4-31.htm
https://biblehub.com/romans/13-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/15-19.htm
https://www.bibleref.com/Galatians/5/Galatians-5-19.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/pride-of-life.html
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6.  With what sins did Paul end his list (5:21a)?  How self-destructive are these to the unity and 

witness of the church?   
 
 
 

7.  What warning did Paul give about this list of “acts/works/deeds of the flesh” (5:21b)? 

 
 
 

FYI:  practice  (5:21) “NT:4238 prasso to ‘practise’, i.e. perform repeatedly or habitually (thus differing 
from NT:4160, which properly refers to a single act)”  (Strong 2009, 1662). 
 

“Prasso is in the present tense indicating that they are carrying out these sins continually, as a way of 
life, as their habitual practice.” https://www.preceptaustin.org/galatians-5-commentary#5:21 
 
“Duncan comments on these sins in the life of saints – ‘Now that doesn't mean that Christians don't 
practice these things at all. It doesn't mean that Christians cannot fall into any one of these sins. 
Christians do fall into these sins and others. In fact, we do that every day.  That's the struggle that 
Paul is describing here. It's a battle that we are in. But such sins are not characteristic of the Christian 
life. They are not the bent of our life, and that's the force of this statement who practice such things, 
because Paul puts that in the present tense, which indicates habitual, continual conduct in fleshly 
sins, not periodic lapses in sin. This describes a person who has no real struggle against these sins. 
It's just the pattern of one's life.’” 
https://www.preceptaustin.org/galatians-5-commentary#5:21 

 

8.  What does God’s grace teach us about these things?  See Titus 2:11–12. 
 

 

 

 
9.  How did Jesus handle dissension among his disciples? 
 

 Luke 22:24–27  
 
 

 Matthew 18:1-4 
 
 

 Luke 9:46-50 
 
 

 

   Applying the Word:  What does Jesus’ example teach you? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.preceptaustin.org/greek_quick_reference_guide#present
https://www.preceptaustin.org/galatians-5-commentary#5:21
https://www.preceptaustin.org/greek_quick_reference_guide#present
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Extra Digging Deeper Questions 
 
a) Think about any guilt you carry from the past and read Psalm 103:8–14.  What comfort do you find 

in these words? 
 
 
 
b) Read the article:  “How can I get a clear conscience?”  

https://www.gotquestions.org/clear-conscience.html   
(excerpt)  “We live with a clear conscience by refusing to wallow in the failures that 
God has forgiven. We stand confident in His promise that, “if God is for us, who can 
be against us?” (Romans 8:31).”   

 

c) What do you learn about anger and strife in: 
 

 Proverbs 15:1 
 
 

 Proverbs 15:18 
 
 

 Proverb 16:32 
 
 

 Proverbs 22:24–25 
 
 

 Proverbs 29:22 
 
 

FYI:  “Todd Wilson identifies some of the most common ways that we give the flesh an opportunity to 
establish a stronghold in our relationships.  ‘We provide opportunity for the flesh when: 
 

- we coddle an unforgiving spirit or harbor a grudge toward another person... 
 

- when we fail to overlook minor offenses...because our flesh is so vain or proud, it is easily offended—
often by even the slightest little thing!... 
 

- when we allow ourselves to put a negative spin on the actions of others... 
 

- when we indulge ourselves in speaking negatively about others...  (See James 4:11; Ephesians 4:29.) 
 

- when we engage in conversation with those who are negative or when we continue in conversation 
when the conversation turns negative... 
 

- when we fail to deal with our personal grievances swiftly and directly (that is person-to-person and 
whenever possible, face-to-face....we all need to be much more cautious about using technologies for 
communication.  I have come to the conclusion that email is a high-speed landing craft for the flesh, 
and I’m increasingly convinced that we would all be far better off if we committed to never deliver any 
bad news to anyone by means of email but only face-to-face, or if that’s impossible, by telephone, and if 
that’s impossible, by a handwritten letter.  It is far too easy to dehumanize’”  (Wilson 2013, 189–191). 

 

 

d) Do any of the above convict you of a step you need to take in changing your attitude, or in 
reconciling a relationship?  

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gotquestions.org/clear-conscience.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Romans/8/Romans-8-31.html
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